
Sunday 31st October 2021 
 

All Souls Service St Johns 
Church 

 
Welcome – Introduction  

 
Gathering Prayer 

 
God our refuge and strength, 
close at hand in our distress; 
Meet us in our sorrow and lift our 
eyes 
to the peace and light of your 
constant care. 
Help us so to hear your word of 
grace 
That our fear will be dispelled by 
your love, 
our loneliness eased by your 
presence 
and our hope renewed by your 
promises 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen                                           
 

     Hymn 
 
God is love, let heaven adore him; 
God is love, let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before him 
And exalt him with one voice. 
God who laid the earth’s                                              
foundation, 
God who spread the heav’ns 
above, 
God who breathes through all 
creation: 
 
 
 

God is love, eternal love. 
God is love; and love enfolds us, 
All the world in one embrace; 
With unfailing grasp God holds us, 
Ev’ry child of ev’ry race. 
And when human hearts are 
breaking 
Under sorrow’s iron rod, 
Then we find that self-same aching 
Deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is love; and though with 
blindness 
Sin afflicts all human life, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
Guides us through our earthly strife. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
O’er us final triumph gain: 
God is love, so love forever 
O’er the universe must reign. 

Lyrics: Timothy Rees (1874 -1939). 
Tune: Abbot’s Leigh, composed by Cyril 

Vincent Taylor (1907 – 1991).  

 
Bible Reading – Psalm 23  

 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me beside still 
waters;  
3 he restores my soul. He leads me 
in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you 
are with me; your rod and your 
staff— they comfort me.  
5 You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 

https://play.hymnswithoutwords.com/category/people/timothy-rees-1874-1939/
https://play.hymnswithoutwords.com/category/tune/abbots-leigh/
https://play.hymnswithoutwords.com/category/people/cyril-vincent-taylor-1907-1991/
https://play.hymnswithoutwords.com/category/people/cyril-vincent-taylor-1907-1991/


6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the 
LORD my whole life long 

 
Reflection   

 
Love soars where eagles cease to 
fly, 
Love sounds the grief beneath a 
sigh,  
Love ponders how or why, 
Love always lives.  
Love sings when silence chills the 
air  
Love stills when chaos shatter care, 
Love understands our calm despair  
Love always lives.  
Love enters into joy and pain, 
Love fills the dead with life again, 
Love will endure, will still remain, 
Love always lives. 
Love joins our hearts and minds as 
one, 
Love shares our grief, our joy, our 
fun, 
Loves works, love’s work is never 
done. 
Love always lives.   
Love offers insight to our care, 
Love breathes compassion through 
the air, 
Love thrives when life is foul or fair, 
Love always lives. 
Love values colour, light and 
shade, 
Love loves the gifts that love has 
made, 
Love brighten life, will never fade, 
Love always lives.   
(Andrew E. Pratt, England) 

Time of quiet reflection  
 
During this time names of those to 
be remembered are read out.  
This is followed by an invitation to 
come forward and light a candle for 
your loved one.   
 

 
 

Reading I will remember you 
 
I will remember you. 
 
It might be in the quiet moment, 
Or when I am surrounded by 

others. 
 
It might be with laughter, or through 

tears. 
It might be in sadness, or with a 

smile. 
 
I will remember you – how could I 

not? 
 
You are my past, my present, and 

my future. 
Your life and mine are one 

together. 
 
That bond is not broken, 
Even though I see you no longer. 
 
I will remember you. Always. 



Prayers  
 
Eternal God, you have given to 
each of us the gift of life and we 
thank you for the length of our days 
and years. You give us 
opportunities day by day to 
transform the lives of those around 
us, just as your Son, Jesus, 
transformed darkness to light and 
fear to hope.  
 
We thank you for those who have 
accompanied us in life, and 
especially our loved ones whom we 
remember today whose lives have 
been entwined with ours. We are 
thankful for the memories we have, 
for the love, and companionship, for 
all we have share together. 
 
As we feel the pain of loss, we trust 
that you, O God, not only carry us 
in the pain but sustain us and hold 
us in your everlasting peace and 
loving care.  
 
We bless you for the gift of life 
which remains now and lead us 
forward to live in love and 
compassion for one another, we 
pray. 
Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer           
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and 
for ever. Amen. 
                                  

   Hymn 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all 
joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no 
cares can destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give 
us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the 
break of the day. 
 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all 
faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled at 
the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labours, and give 
us, we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, Lord at 
the noon of the day. 
 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all 
grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your 
arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give 
us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the 
eve of the day. 



Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all 
calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, 
whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give 
us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at 
the end of the day. 

Lyrics: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
 

 
Reading  

 
Something Beautiful Remains 

 
The tide recedes but leaves behind 
Bright seashells on the sand. 
The sun goes down, but gentle 
warm still lingers on the land. 
The music stops, and yet it echoes 
on in sweet refrain. 
For every joy that passes  
Something beautiful remains.   
 

Blessing 
 
May Christ the good shepherd 
Enfold you with love 
Fill you with peace, 
And lead you in hope 
To the end of your days; 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you 
always 
Amen 
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