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 Bemerton Outreach  
St Andrew’s 
      St John’s 
          St Michael’s 

 

Burning Palm Crosses for Ash Wednesday 
 

March 2018 
25p 
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EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890 

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 

 

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH  

A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL  

ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD 

 

WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK 

 

LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS 

THE WHITE HORSE AT 

QUIDHAMPTON 
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BEMERTON  

March 2018 

 

OUTREACH 

Issue No: 1618 
I have been through many cups of coffee (which I am 

very addicted to, I must confess!), various meetings within 
the parish and doing stuff as Assistant Curate at this parish. I feel so 
privileged to be able to take part in both worlds, and you would recognise 
that I have to juggle between my roles as Assistant Curate for this parish 
and Diocesan Minister with Deaf and Hard of Hearing People.  

Since I joined the clergy team in 2016, I found my journey a worthwhile 
experience, which I do give the glory to God for His faithfulness. I saw the 
faithfulness of God while we go through the changes within the life of the 
Church. The needs of the local community are an on-going process of 
building relationship with them. We need to remember that we are all 
human beings created in the image of our faithful God. One thing I have 
learnt a lot from my experience is that what Missio Dei has taught me 
which is to build up a good rapport with our community in order to gain 
their trust.  

I recall Simon Woodley recently shared a vision with us and he 
addressed his desire for this church to grow in the love of God and to see 
the developing of disciples within this parish. Something exciting has 
finally happened here in the parish. St. Michael’s has undergone 
structural improvement work, but importantly, we have a brand new 
surface on the car parking area. This is quite helpful for us to park our 
cars without any potholes! Yay! I see God’s faithfulness in all that has 
been going on, which I am sure that you would agree with me. The PCC 
members have done a good job of making this church more accessible for 
everyone. So I take my hat off to them!  

Following some recent feedback from the parish evening prayer 
meetings, I, as a profoundly deaf BSL user, am pleased to see some deaf 
people coming to some Sunday services because of two reasons; me 
leading the Holy Communion services and the availability of a BSL/
English interpreter being present during the services. Your warm welcome 
has helped me to feel very much a part of the church life, and this is quite 
amazing. It also makes me feel enthusiastic about trying to encourage the 
merge of both hearing and deaf communities to become a BODY of 
Christ. I was reminded of a couple of verses from Galatians which reads:  

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise.” (3:28-29) 

Welcome 
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Art Group  

Come along and enjoy an informal art group. Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm. 

Contact Alan or Maureen for more details 333847 

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30 in the Coffee & 

Chat Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or 

knit for charities. Some wool, patterns and 

needles can be provided. Beginners or 

experienced welcome. 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for 

 Monday 10am to 1pm 
 Tuesday to Friday  
   11am to 2pm 

 St Michael’s Community Centre 
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 
Closed Good Friday and Easter Monday 

Recently, I started a BSL Bible course and there are about 10-12 
people who were interested in joining. This course will continue as long as 
we are still doing it! This course is designed to help hearing people to 
learn basic BSL (British Sign Language) and to discuss the Bible 
passages from different cultural-linguistic perspectives. Interestingly, I saw 
how God uses this course to help us to form a two-way discussion so we 
can learn from the Bible as God’s Word and learn from each other in our 
own ways. It was a good fun to be able to learn together.  

Let us encourage each other with these promises of God (1 
Thessalonians 4:18) and I pray that this article will continue to bless you 
in your life.            Neil 
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Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month 
    

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday 13th March 
 

Lasagne with salad followed by bread & butter pudding  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month 13th & 27th March. 
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 11am 

 More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 

BSL Bible Group 
The Bible and BSL Group meet on Monday evenings from 
7.30 to 8.30 in the Poppy Room so you can learn more about 
the language alongside the Bible. Contact Neil for more 
details.  
coolie66smiley@gmail.com or Text to 07717 055219  

St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

March 2nd  Lenten Reflections - Maureen's 

April 6th  Sandie's Journey to the Far East  - Carol Mc’s 

Contact Linda Carley  326747  for more details   

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in the Community Centre Hall 
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 
prophetic prayer and praise.  
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.  
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The Rice Challenge 
Salisbury Churches are taking the 90kg Rice Challenge so do buy some rice at 
church.  
Just Trading Scotland have been going for nine years and managing to provide 
markets for rice farmers in Karonga, in the north of Malawi for all that 
time.  The impact has been remarkable: since we started working with the 
farmers, their association, KASFA, has grown from 2 500 to 7 200 members, 
has established strong forms of self-governance and been offering effective 
services and training to its members.  The growth in membership alone is an 
indication of how the local farmers value the association.  
We want to continue to build on all this good work.  
The 90kg Rice Challenge is one of the most effective tools for promoting fair 
trade, global citizenship and social justice.  It gives the people who buy it a 
very clear sense of how effective their contribution is in bringing benefits to the 
farmers and their families.  Interestingly, we have never asked for donations, 
but they have come in nonetheless, and the association uses them for 
bursaries for orphans who have no one to pay their school fees for them.   So 
far, this has made it possible for 46 children to go to secondary school and for 
a further 5 to go on to college or university – something very rare in a 
community where most of the farmers have never even been to secondary 
school. 
So the 90kg Rice Challenge enables the rice farmers in Malawi to send their 
children to secondary school, guarantees them a fair price for their hard work 
and ultimately provides the opportunity for them to work their way out of 
poverty. 
Kilombero rice has also won a Great Taste award so a great taste for a great 
cause. 

Laudato Si;  A Call to Action 
Saturday 10th March  11am to 4pm 
A day about green issues and Laudato Si - the Papal Encyclical about the 
environment will be held at SP2 which is above St Paul’s Coffee Shop at 
St Paul’s Roundabout. 
Bring a packed Lunch - drinks are provided. 
Contact graham Herbert 01722 333873 for more information 

Diary Date    Saturday 28th April   6pm 

St Michael’s Community Centre Hall    

Annual Parish Meeting and Meal  

- review of the year, election of Churchwardens and PCC 

Members, plans for the future. 
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    Weekend Away - At Home 

16th - 18th March 2018 
 

Friday evening and Saturday at St John’s Place 
Sunday Service at St Michael’s 

 

Time to spend together to seek God           
        and Explore the Vision for our Parish 

 
 Look out for details of times, catering etc 

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm closing for Lent next meeting 
in April.           Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm closing for 
Lent next meeting in April.      Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 7th & 21st March      Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm  closing for Lent next 
meeting in April.        Contact Maureen 333847 

Jumble Sale - Thanks 
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Jumble in February, raising 
£261.73 for church funds. 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 10.30—11.30 Community Centre Poppy Room  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 mob 077513 54669 or parish office 01722 328031  

SJP Fellowship 

A group which meets on Thursday evenings at St John's Place 
7-9pm. They start with a simple meal together then a time to 
explore the Bible and Christian faith together. If you want to 
come along let Andrew & Susie (01722 326518) or Simon Woodley know. 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 4th March       3rd of Lent  
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm    St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
  

Sunday 11th March       Mothering Sunday  

  8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Family Communion 
  

Sunday 18th March       5th of Lent 
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 25th March       Palm Sunday 

 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Family Communion 
 

Sunday 1st April         Easter Day 

Hallelujah Today He is Risen  
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s Fun Church Communion !! 

 6 pm    St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

 
St Michael’s Services will be in the Community Centre until sometime 

in March while the Church is refurbished. 

***Magazine Articles***  

Deliver any items for the Magazine to the Parish Office or send them by email: 

hilaryabird@btinternet.com    April Magazine - 16th March 
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Weekday Services 
 

Monday to Thursday 9.00 am Morning Prayer Community Centre 

Every Friday    10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 

(not Good Friday)   

Tuesday 6th March 

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 
 

Tuesday 13th March 7.30pm Community Centre   

            Prayers for the Parish  

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme 
If you need a lift to Church or other events, either every week or 
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her best to find a 
volunteer driver to provide transport.  
  

Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667 

Lent and Holy Week 
The Lent Course this year ion Wednesday evenings from 7.30 to 9pm in 
the Poppy Room at the Community Centre. It is an interactive course 
looking at how changes to the pace of life have affected our world. It 
takes you on a creative and reflective journey looking at the need for new 
ways of being church. 
 

Holy Week 
St Michael’s will be open every day from 9am Morning Prayer to 
Compline at 8.30pm. Time for quiet reflection at prayer stations around 
the building. 
 

Maundy Thursday 29th March 
7.30 pm St Michael’s Communion and prayer vigil until midnight 
 

 
Good Friday 30th March 

10am Roman Road Methodists Service of Reflection  
          and walk to St Michael’s  
11am St Michael’s  Hot Cross Buns  
        and build the Easter Garden 
12 - 3pm  St John’s  Time by the Cross  
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Action on Addiction 

Hi, my name is Jack, and I have had just completed a transformational 
year.   In January 2017, I went into Clouds House rehabilitation centre 
due to a dependency on alcohol and cocaine. 

This came about initially by being a young 20 year old, living in London, 
working incredibly hard, going out every night, earning more money than I 
knew what to do with.   Later it became a way to deal with the pressures I 
put on myself to stay number one.  During this time my weight ballooned 
to over 25 stone, which caused the doctors to give me a very bleak 
prognosis, 6 months to live.  This news was quite a shock as you can 
imagine, initially not sobering news but subsequently was when I had 
come out of my tailspin!  

In January 2017 I went into Clouds House to deal with my addictions.   My 
time at Clouds was brutal but utterly life changing.  Once over the grim 
detox period, I was able to get into the 12 step programme and the group 
therapy.  Having seen the effect it has had on me, I feel compelled to 
raise money to put a fellow addict  through the programme, and to give 
them the opportunity I was incredibly lucky to have.  

This has been hugely successful and I am one year clean this month.  I 
have been to aftercare at every available week and to my NA and CA 
meetings (narcotics anonymous and cocaine anonymous) most weeks as 
well.  

In addition I have been on a new clean eating and fitness regime, which 
has seen me lose 59.7 kgs so far which equates to 9.4 stone (see photos 
opposite). My aim is to loose 11 stone/70 kgs which will take me down to 
14 stone/89 kgs.   I am in the gym most days, which means I am hopefully 
getting fit enough for this bike ride, which has been described as the blind 
leading the actual blind. 

I am doing a tandem bike ride with my old housemaster, James Shone 
who like me has been through the ringer over the last few years.  James 
was left blind and disabled by a brain tumour.  We are cycling from 
Anfield, the home of Liverpool FC (James’s team) to the promised land of 
Stamford Bridge home of Chelsea FC (My team) which is 230 miles this 
will be gruelling and pretty brutal on a tandem.   

I would be really grateful if you could possibly consider sponsoring me to 
help me reach my goal for Action on Addiction.   

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/action-on-addiction 

Donations may also be passed on through Simon 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/action-on-addiction
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 Bea Tilbrook and Wendy Lawrence continue their research into the lives 
of the men of the Parish who died in the First World War.. 

  

Frederick Thomas Whitchurch 1893 – 1918  

Signalman Frederick Whitchurch, aged 24, was killed in action on 11 

February 1918 when HMS Cullist was sunk by a U Boat in the Irish 

Sea.   He had joined the navy as a deck boy in 1910 when he was seventeen, and 

progressed to signalman.  He served on a destroyer, a minesweeper, a submarine 

depot supply ship and finally HMS Cullist, a merchant ship secretly equipped as 

a submarine decoy vessel. 

Frederick was born in Australia but his father and mother were English, and had 

emigrated there in the 1880’s.  Frederick’s father had been born in a notorious 

slum district of Cardiff and served three jail sentences for theft before he left. 

In 1905 Frederick’s parents decided to return to England with their two children: 

Frederick aged twelve and his sister Annie May who was fourteen. 

In 1909 they settled in 2 Sydney Cottages, Bemerton, right away from family and 

old friends in other parts of the country, perhaps looking for a fresh start.   

Frederick joined the navy less than a year later.  His father also died in 1918 and 

is buried in St John’s.   

The full story is in the February 2018 edition of the  Quidhampton Village News-

letter available from Bea Tilbrook bjtis@hotmail.co.uk or online at http://

parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk  

Before After 

mailto:bjtis@hotmail.co.uk
http://parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk
http://parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk
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Thought for the Month Revelation 5. 1 - 10 

When I first read the book of Revelation – and one or two other 
writings of the same genre in the Old Testament – I was completely 
at a loss to make sense of it – a bit like looking at Picasso’s paintings 

or listening to 12 tone music for the first time with no-one to 
explain!  I still find Revelation strange, but I do now understand a bit 
of the symbolism - the horns that imply power – the eyes that imply 

total insight and nothing hidden from the one with the eyes. 

 This passage describes a “scroll covered in writing on both sides, 
sealed with seven seals” that no-one in heaven or on earth could 
open; and John weeping and weeping over it - until one of the elders 
standing round God’s throne, tells him not to weep, because “the 
Lion of Judah, the Root of David” has triumphed and he is able to 
open the scroll. John then sees “a Lamb looking as if it had been 

slain” with “7 horns and 7 eyes” who takes the scroll from the hand 
of God – and all those standing round the throne start singing “You 
are worthy to open the seals of the scroll because you were slain and 
with your blood purchased people for God and made them a 
kingdom to serve Him”. 

 It is a very strange way of putting things!  Yet in spite of that, it is a 
very powerful description of what Easter and our Christian faith are 

all about. As I read this passage recently, I was very aware that so 
many people on this earth today live lives that are empty  - or filled 
with worry and fear  – and I found myself wanting to weep that life 
in all its fullness and peace and joy exists but is a closed book to so 
many.   

That is what John ,imprisoned on the Island of Patmos for spreading 

his belief in the risen Christ, could not write openly but saw vividly, 
as he meditated on his experience of the life Jesus had opened up to 
him and made available to all. John lived in a time and place when 
all Christians were faced with the cruel persecution of the Roman 
Emperors Domitian and then Nero.  We have no need to hide our 
experience of life in God’s kingdom and all the blessings of knowing 
and having God in our lives. And yet we are very rarely completely 

open about it to those who have no inkling of the reality of the risen 
Lord in the lives of today’s Christians.  Or the difference it makes to 
who we are and how we think and act and approach every aspect of 
life.  Maybe we all need to be less secretive about the impact of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection on us.               Gillian   
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775    

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this 
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed. 
 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to join our 
practice! We have a range of roles ranging 
from admin tasks to helping at our Leg 
Club!  
If you would like more information about 
the volunteering opportunities on offer or 
would like an application form, please 
contact Katy on 01722 333034/
katy.gillingham@nhs.net.  
 

Social groups 
If you have any suggestions of social groups 
you would like to take place at the 
Bemerton Heath Surgery, please contact 
Katy on 01722 333034/ 
katy.gillingham@nhs.net.  

Department for Work and Pensions 
Drop - in 

A Disability Employment Adviser 
from the Department for Work and 

Pensions will be in Salisbury Medical 
Practice, Fisherton House for a 

monthly drop-in. This is for anyone 
with an interest in getting back to 

work, but don’t know where to start 
or are unsure if their health 

condition or disability will allow it.  
 

Date: 1st Monday of every month 
Time: 9:30 – 12:30 

Location: The Fountain Café, 
Salisbury Medical Practice 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 
 

Meetings 7.15pm 

2nd Thursday of the month  

Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 
 

further details from the Secretary   

Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
 

Chairman Doreen Till   501538 
 

Meetings 7.30 pm   

2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,   

St Gregory’s Ave 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:katy.gillingham@nhs.net
mailto:katy.gillingham@nhs.net
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@me.com    01722 333750 

 

Associate Priest 
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Thursday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com      01980 652751 

 

Assistant Curate & Minister with Deaf & Hard of Hearing People 
Revd Neil Robinson  (Day off Wednesday) 

coolie66smiley@gmail.com     07717 055219 (text only) 

 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 
Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com       01722 505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk   01722 328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s        St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Laurence Newton  07969816999  Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

 
  

 To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 
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Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 
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L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Discover the extensive range of designer paints 

& fabrics. Curtains, blinds, upholstery, 

wallpaper including  Farrow & Ball, Romo 

and Colefax & Fowler.  Professional & 

friendly design & making service. 

  

10d, Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ  

Tel: 01747 850150 

www.comptonsmith.co.uk  


