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Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

L.R. Weedon
Joinery

Discover the extensive range of designer paints
& fabrics. Curtains, blinds, upholstery,
wallpaper including Farrow & Ball, Romo
and Colefax & Fowler. Professional &
friendly design & making service.

Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects
of bespoke
carpentry & joinery work
from kitchen installation to
hand crafted woodwork
102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
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leonweedon@hotmail.com

10d, Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ

Tel: 01747 850150
www.comptonsmith.co.uk
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Wrong Acts!
I wonder if when you were brought up you were told that “Easter is
more important than Christmas”? After all, Easter is the re-telling of the
events at the heart of the Christian faith. Without the death and
resurrection of Jesus there would be no church or Christianity (and no
chocolate eggs!). Perhaps its this narrowing in on the crucifixion and the
new life which springs up 3 days later that has made many churches and
Christians think or act like it is the whole of the faith, not just the heart.
What I mean is that the songs they sing can sometimes go on and on
about painful death and torture (and imply its your fault he’s hanging
there). The message of those churches is that you must die to yourself,
like Christ, and be born again, and start again, like he did on Easter day.
And while some of that is basically true (although I’d argue about the
details or the presentation) for me all of that is about the way in, or the
doorway to Christian faith - not the whole of the faith. Don’t get me wrong
- its great that people make a decision or step into the kingdom of God
and all the new life. But its just there’s so much more to enjoy and do in
the kingdom than standing in the doorway going on about what Jesus did
to get us in.
Some theologians (really top class God-botherer's) look at the story of
the Bible and divide into 5 Acts of a play. They are: Creation, Fall, Israel,
Jesus, and the Church. Now the challenge is to live in the right act. So
there are a few Christians who think we are like God and create new stuff
- who want to make it all up. But God has done that - we are his creation,
and this is his world which we are trying to look after. Some Christians
see everything as fallen - sinful, in rebellion against God. So their code is
don’t touch, don’t eat, don’t look. The trouble with that is that we are part
of that fallen world - you and I. Quite a few Christians want us to live in
Act 3, like Israel - a time when God taught his people about right and
wrong, about forgiveness and sacrifice, and where there was a religion - a
rule - to allow you to be connected to God. You see this in churches which
say you have to give 10%, or you have to dress like this, or you have to
agree with our view of the Bible - all forms of rules. Yet Jesus came to set
us free from those - he healed on the Sabbath, he touched lepers - he
said - be friends with me, and I’ll get you in. Its not about institutions or
power, its just me. Which is why the powerful and religious killed him.
Many churches are living life in the 4th act - Jesus. They want to save
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the world (too late, Jesus did that). They want to introduce to God, and

reconcile you (too late, Jesus did that). They want to promise you heaven
if you behave right (too late, Jesus did that). Its a great human temptation,
to do what Jesus has already done. But its not necessary.
Where we should be as Christians, and Churches, is being The
Church. The place where abundant life is found. Where all of us sinful,
messy, people who can’t follow rules get accepted, loved, valued. Where
we find a place for our gifts and talents. Where we can all sing no matter
what we sound like. Where we find what refreshes us, and what makes us
happy. Where our creativity shines. That’s the church I want to belong to,
and that Bemerton is trying to be. Who wants to just stand by the door all
night, when we could be in that new world, enjoying the party!
Simon

Monday 10am to 1pm
Tuesday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
Closed Good Friday and Easter Monday
Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
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On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am 12.30 in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your
own knitting or sewing or knit for charities.
Some wool, patterns and needles can be
provided. Beginners or experienced welcome.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15.

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 10th April
Sausages in onion gravy with mash, carrots & cabbage, followed by
bread and butter pudding

Art Group
Come along and enjoy an informal art group. Community Centre Poppy
Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm.
Contact Alan or Maureen for more details 333847
BSL Bible Group
The Bible and BSL Group meet on Monday evenings from
7.30 to 8.30 in the Poppy Room so you can learn more about
the language alongside the Bible. Contact Neil for more
details and to confirm meeting dates.
coolie66smiley@gmail.com or Text to 07717 055219
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
April 6th Sandie's Journey to the Far East - Carol Mc’s
May 4th Art Challenge - Maureen's
Contact Linda Carley 326747 for more details

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month 10th & 24th April.
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 11am

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church or other events, either every week or
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her best to find a
volunteer driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
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Thought for the Month Mark 10:46 – 52 (New Living Translation)

What hope do we have when we feel hopeless in times of difficulty?
This question got me thinking about an article that I wrote for a deaf
Christian magazine years ago, and I believe God has asked me to share
this with you. It focusses on the importance of when a blind man named
Bartimaeus cried out for mercy. Let me ask you a question: Whom do we
seek when we cry for help?
Let’s just meditate on the story of Jesus and Bartimaeus for a
moment. Imagine you are Bartimaeus sitting on the side of a road, and
you hear Jesus walking near you with a crowd following him. How would
you feel? It must have been exciting for Bartimaeus to know that help
was on the way. What happened when he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!”? (Mark 10:47, NLT) Well, sadly, the crowd just yelled
at him to be quiet. That must have been upsetting for Bartimaeus.
We need to remember that during Jesus’ time, any form of disability
was considered a barrier that prevented people from functioning or
integrating with other people. Life was harsh at that time, but
unfortunately it can still apply to today’s society. The story about
Bartimaeus never ceases to amaze me as a person with a sensory and
physical disability, because if I had lived in Jesus’ time I don’t think I
would’ve coped well with the harsh treatment given.
The account has made me think a lot about the sheer determination
that Bartimaeus demonstrated to make himself heard. He began to
shout louder (Mark 10:48b) – “Son of David, have mercy on me!” So,
what did Jesus do?
Did Jesus ignore his cry? No! Jesus just paused and as verse 49a reads:
When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come here.” I’m
sure that the crowd was amazed at this suggestion, but it shows that
Jesus does indeed care for those who are helpless or trapped in an
impossible situation.
This should give us encouragement to hang onto our faith when
things seem impossible for us. We must remember that God is not deaf
to our cry; He cares for us. And we don’t even need to shout out loud like
Bartimaeus because God hears our hearts murmuring. Jesus will stop for
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us and attend to our needs, regardless of whether we feel it’s a big or
small problem.
So, let us be encouraged and remember that Jesus cares for us. How
do we know this? It says in the Bible that we can cast our anxieties upon
Jesus (1 Peter 5:7), that we can seek Him in everything we do (Proverbs
3:6), and that God is not deaf to our cries (Isaiah 59:1). Let us give thanks
to God for this story of Bartimaeus.
Neil
Prayer & Praise - with the Music group
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in the Community Centre Hall
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour
of prophetic prayer and praise.
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.

‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 10.30—11.30 Community Centre Poppy Room
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 mob 077513 54669 or parish office 01722 328031

SJP Fellowship
A group which meets on Thursday evenings at St John's Place
7-9pm. They start with a simple meal together then a time to
explore the Bible and Christian faith together. If you want to
come along let Andrew & Susie (01722 326518) or Simon Woodley know.

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm.
Meeting on 16th, 23rd, 30th April.

Contact Shirley 320355.

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm .
Meeting on 10th & 24th April.
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
Meeting on 11th & 25th April
Contact Susan 01980 652751
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm closing for Lent next
meeting in April.
Contact Maureen 333847
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday

Sunday 1st April
Easter Day
Hallelujah Today He is Risen
8 am
St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
9 am
St John’s
Communion
10.30 am
St Michael’s Fun Church Communion !!
6 pm
St Andrew’s
Evensong with Hymns
Sunday 8th April
8 am
10.30 am

St Andrew’s
St Michael’s

2nd of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 15th April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

3rd of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 22nd April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

4th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 29th April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

5th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 6th May
8 am
10.30 am
6 pm
8

6th of Easter
St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
St Michael’s Fun Church Communion !!
St Andrew’s
Evensong with Hymns

St Michael’s Services will be in the Community Centre while the
Church is refurbished.

Weekday Services
Monday to Thursday 9.00 am Morning Prayer Community Centre
Every Friday
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
Tuesday 3rd April
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Tuesday 10th April 7.30pm Community Centre
Prayers for the Parish
From the Registers
Funerals
19th March

Keith Marcus Hannon

Lent and Holy Week
All in St Michael’s Community Centre Poppy Room unless noted
Monday 26th & Tuesday 27th March
8.30pm Compline
Wednesday 28th March
7.30pm Lent Course
8.30pm Compline
Maundy Thursday 29th March
7.30 pm Communion with foot washing
Good Friday 30th March
10am Roman Road Methodists - Service of Reflection
10.30am Walk to St Michael’s
11am St Michael’s Community Centre
Hot Cross Buns and prepare the main hall for Easter
12 - 3pm St John’s - Time by the Cross
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Financial Update
I always enjoy the bit of my task as PCC Treasurer of seeing where we
stand financially at the end of another year. Our accounts are done on
the office computer by a programme called “Finance Coordinator” so I
don’t have to do any actual adding up myself! I just enter the figures
from statements about what our investments are worth and from the
Friends of St Andrew’s and the St Michael’s Community Centre accounts –
and then analyse what it all means.
It is all looking very healthy in one sense at the moment, because of the
generous legacy from Marjorie Grant that we received last year. So far we
have spent £37,473 of it – mainly on the resurfacing of St Michael’s car
park. But all the remaining planned work – redecorating St Michael’s
church, new carpet, sound system and so on - will cost many tens of
thousands over this year and next. I am deeply thankful that we have
been blessed with this money and are able to press ahead with what God
is leading us to do - but we still have to make ends meet on a year by
year basis of regular income and outgoings.
Last year we spent £88,000 on our regular costs - £49,000 parish share,
plus insurance, utilities, admin and charitable giving (all the details in the
accounts available for the Parish Annual Meeting on April 28th)
But our income was only £76,000 - £47,000 from giving, £10,500 from tax
returned to us under the Gift Aid scheme and the rest from dividends,
wedding and funeral fees and fund raising ...and £4000 compensation for
the poor service we had dealing with our heating problems 3 years ago.
Most of us prefer round numbers and give an exact number of ££s to
church according to our means, only increasing it every few years. But
just as we face problems if our personal income remains the same year
after year while costs constantly go up, the same is true for our church
budget. If all our church members were to give an extra 2p for every £1
they currently give by adding a 20p coin to the £10 a week they put in
their envelope or changing their £100 monthly standing order to £102...it
would add up to another £1000 of income. And if we all did that every
year whenever our personal income goes up, our regular church income
would keep up with inflation instead of remaining at the same level year
on year.
I know not everybody can – and that what we each give to the mission of
the
10 church here as part of our discipleship and commitment to Christ is a

very personal matter between us and God. I am constantly humbled by
the faithfulness of people in giving, despite all the other pressures on
their time, abilities and money. But please pray about it. And if you are
able to contribute a few pennies more each week it would put our church
finances on a better footing.
Gillian

Annual Parish Meeting and Meal
St Michael’s Community Centre Hall
Saturday 28th April

6pm

This is when we review the year, elect Churchwardens and PCC
members and plan for the future.
To find out more talk to a member of the Ministry team, or PCC
member.
Come along and find out more.

Renovating St. Michael’s

***Magazine Articles***
Deliver any items for the Magazine to the Parish Office or send them by
email: hilaryabird@btinternet.com May Magazine - 20th April
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Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
is a Charity helping people to manage and avoid debt. They exist
‘because nobody should be held hostage by debt and poverty’
Based in Bradford they have advisers around the country who help people
locally and they work with the financial sector to improve their procedures.
Influencing the Finance Industry….
Here at CAP, we're hugely committed to creating innovative relationships
with the finance industry to provide a level of protection and support for
our clients that you might not expect. Your support means our External
Affairs team can work hard with MPs, government bodies, creditors, utility
companies and more to influence change for the UKâs poorest.
One example of this is seen in the work of Phoenix, a UK-wide debt
collections company. Phoenix have worked with CAP to ensure their
Enforcement Agents (bailiffs) are trained to recognise and help those in
poverty. One of their team, Jamie Upchurch, said:
'The majority of those who can't pay their debt genuinely want to and our
relationships with organisations like CAP help facilitate vital assistance
and solutions for those who are vulnerable. I recently visited a single
mother, who had no assets inside her property and was struggling to feed
her children. I managed to facilitate a three-way call with CAP who set an
appointment for a centre manager to visit her property. I placed the case
on hold until CAP contacted my office with an affordable offer of payment,
which was accepted. The lady has never defaulted on her arrangement
with us.'
Phoenix are just one example of the shift in the finance industry that CAP
is a key part of influencing.
Working Locally ….
The Centre in Salisbury is based at St Paul’s and supported by other
churches by donation and by volunteers—including members of
Bemerton. CAP provide fully trained Debt Advisers who our volunteers
assist. After visiting clients, their detailed financial situation is sent to CAP
centrally and they negotiate with the clients creditors to agree a financial
recovery plan. Local volunteers then provide friendship, support and
prayer, helping them to stick to the plan.as the plan
CAP also provide materials and training so life skills courses can be run
locally. These cover budgeting but also planning and cooking quality,
nutritious meals with lower cost ingredients. We hope to run these
courses
at St Michael’s Community Centre. Look out for details!
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed.
Volunteers Needed
We are looking for
volunteers! We have a range of roles,
ranging from admin tasks to helping at our
Leg Club!
If you would like more information about
the volunteering opportunities on offer, or
would like an application form, get in touch!
Social groups
If you have suggestions of social groups you
would like to take place at the Bemerton
Heath surgery, please let us know!
For any information on the above, please
contact either Katy Gillingham or Tanya
McKay on 01722 333034 or email
katy.gillingham@nhs.net

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
Meetings 7.15pm
2nd Thursday of the month
Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
further details from the Secretary
Mrs Chris Walley
331275

An Advice and Information Officer for
RBL Wiltshire & Somerset will be in
The Fountain Café of Fisherton
House branch of Salisbury Medical
Practice on Mondays 4pm-6pm
Advise available includes:
Immediate Needs Grants
Family Breaks
Handy Van Service
Outreach Service
Careers
Debt & Budgeting
Contact Laurence on 07458126665
or LNelson@britishlegion.org.uk

Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman

Doreen Till 501538

Meetings 7.30 pm
2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall,
St Gregory’s Ave

Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@me.com
01722 333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Thursday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curate & Minister with Deaf & Hard of Hearing People
Revd Neil Robinson (Day off Wednesday)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

01722 505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

01722 328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Laurence Newton

07969816999

Treasurer
Gillian Newton

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313
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THE WHITE HORSE AT
QUIDHAMPTON

Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour

TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH
A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL
ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD
LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON
SP2 9AS
01722 744448
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slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

