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Bemerton Parish - Annual Report for 2016
Background
The Parish of Bemerton comprises the churches of St. John’s, St. Andrew’s and St. Michael’s. It also includes
the village of Quidhampton, which has no church. The Parish represents almost a quarter of the city of
Salisbury.
Bemerton PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Incumbent in promoting in the ecclesiastical
parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical. It also has maintenance
responsibilities for the three churches within the Parish and the Community Centre complex adjacent to St.
Michael’s Church, Bemerton Heath.

Membership
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in
accordance with the Church Representation Rules.
During the year the following served as members of the PCC:

Rector:

Revd. Simon Woodley

Associate Minister

Revd. Susan Drewett

Asst Curate

Revd Ali Bridewell

Asst Curate (from June)

Revd Neil Robinson

Licensed Lay Minster:

Churchwardens:

Gillian Newton

Laurence Newton (2016 - 21)

Deputy Churchwardens:

Terri Seaton (2012 - 2017)
Hilary Bird (2013 - 2018)
Representatives on the Deanery Synod
Frank Pessell

Until APCM 2017

Laurence Newton

Until APCM 2017

Co-Opted Members
Helen Pessell

Secretary

Elected Members
Colin Frayling

Until APCM 2019

vacancy

Pauline Townshend

Until APCM 2019

vacancy

Derek Townshend

Until APCM 2019

Howard Tranter

Until APCM 2017

Nicky Hanc

Until APCM 2018

Debbie Ford

Until APCM 2018

Mike Bird

Until APCM 2018
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Structure, governance and management
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All Church
attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC.

Objectives and activities
Bemerton PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Incumbent, the Revd. Simon Woodley, in
promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social and
ecumenical, for the benefit of the general public and humankind. It also has maintenance responsibilities for
the three churches within the Parish and the Community Centre complex adjacent to St. Michael’s Church,
Bemerton Heath.

Committees
In addition to the PCC, the following committees administer the Churches and Community Centre:

Community Centre Management Committee

This committee oversees the administration of St. Michael’s Community Centre. The Committee
comprises members of the PCC as well as users of the Community Centre. The Community Centre is
run as a separate entity and as such administers its own funds. Financial reports are presented to the
PCC.

Friends of St.Andrew Bemerton
On 20th March 2007 the PCC resolved to create a sub-committee to be known as “The Friends of
St.Andrew, Bemerton Committee”; having the character and powers of a sub-committee of the PCC.
The objects of the sub committee are:a) The upkeep and repair of the fabric and fittings of St.Andrew’s Church, Bemerton, Salisbury,
Wiltshire
b) the promotion of St.Andrew's Church Bemerton, as a place of pilgrimage, and as a memorial to
George Herbert , priest, pastor and poet.
The Friends of Bemerton is run as a separate entity and as such administers its own funds. Financial
reports are presented to the PCC.

Achievement and performance
Church Attendance

There are 97 persons on the Church Electoral Roll, 16 of whom are not resident in the parish.
Easter Day saw 81 attendance, 11 of whom were under 16. There were 70 communicants.
Christmas saw 93 attendance,23 of whom were under 16. There were 80 communicants.
The average Sunday attendance during May/June was 52 adults and 6 children.
There were 11 baptisms during the year.: 6 in St.John's, 3 in St.Andrews, and 2 baptisms in St.Michael's.
There were 0 confirmations.
There were 7 weddings in St.John's 1wedding blessing in St.Andrews.
There were 17 funerals at the Crematorium, and 2 in St.John's, 3 at St.Andrews, and 2 in St.Michael’s.
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Report on the Year 2016
It was a year of closing chapters and new ones beginning. The end of a 5 year
struggle for heating in St Michael’s, which meant we could also finally put in the
new lighting we needed. 6 years of being out in the cold at Sarum Academy came
to an end with a sense of jubilee freedom.
And 8 years of chipping away at the
renewal of St Johns finally saw the new
building re-opened, reconnected to the
community of Lower Bemerton, and
loved and bringing new life and
relationships in the village, school and
church. Straight away there was a
request to run an Alpha course there,
and after leafleting the village a good
dozen people came, and a new
spiritual life has begun there.
As you will read, St Andrews continues to thrive, as does the Community Centre. St
Michael’s now needs more work to get the building up to the same level as the
others, but this is in hand.
One of the things to notice is that we currently have 4
clergy (including 2 curates) plus a full time parish
manager (Gillian) as well as 6 paid staff and over a
dozen volunteers. The future for the parish looks big the 1400 homes have started to be built at Bemerton
Heights (the developers call it St Peter’s Place) and
there is a huge opportunity and challenge to meet
their needs and the needs of Sarum Academy. It
might be that we apply for a part time pioneer
minister and school chaplain to that part of the parish.
Meanwhile at the other end, the needs of Lower
Bemerton, Quidhampton and the possibility of 1200
new homes in Churchfields, and how all these might have services or ministry
based in St Johns, is also a challenge. Could it be a house for duty post will be an
answer?
What we know is that unless we make some provision for the future now, we will be
left with a parish of 20,000 homes, 3 or 4 worship centres, and only 1 clergy. As we
look for a vision of the future we need to be creative, imaginative, hopeful and
faithful. God has been immensely good to us, and we should continue to tell our
stories of hope from 2016 to keep us close to Jesus - the author and perfecter of
our faith.
Rev Simon Woodley - Rector
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Coffee and Chat Café
Coffee and Chat continues to be open from 11am – 2pm, Monday to Friday and
although an increase in customers still sometimes seems slow, the takings have
gone up steadily year on year and the café is now an important contributor to
Community Centre funds.
This has never been the primary reason for the café though, and we are aware that
it is still a place where people can be sure of meeting friends and having that allimportant connection with others which sometimes they don’t find elsewhere, and
where they feel welcomed and valued. We continue to be enormously grateful for
the volunteers who make that so. Almost all our volunteers have now gained their
Level 2 Food Hygiene certificates.
We are gradually increasing our menu, particularly the lunch time favourites, and
hope very soon to see even more tasty snacks on offer. We have a steady stream
of parents who stay in the café sometimes with their children (butterfly cakes a
special favourite!) after various toddler events and as there are more groups now
using the Centre, this is also good for the café.
Our new feather banners now flutter enticingly around the car park to advertise the
café but we feel we need even more publicity this year. We feel confident,
however, that the café will continue an upward trend.
Shirley Frayling

Community Centre
The centre has continued to grow and becomes every more complex and involving
more and more volunteers and skills. David Drewett has been in charge of fabric sorting out heaters in the main hall, making a door for the cafe, redecorating the
annexe toilet and much more besides. His skill and experience are invaluable. We
are proud to be the new base of Credit Union and they are a wonderful asset to our
centre. Our new centre manager, Caitlin Poolman has settled into her role and
worked hard to negotiate and manage groups (not everyone puts all their things
away, or pays on time, or manages without help). She has been a good networker
between groups and users and management. She has worked with the Trussell
Trust so that in 2017 Food Boxes will be distributed from the cafe. She has also
worked to update the building to meet fire regulations. Sandie Scott has also
started as our new treasurer, a job which has been difficult to get on top of. Income
has again gone up - to £35,000, and expenditure to match. We said goodbye to
Janet and Tracey - our cleaners of over 30 years, and have been blessed to have
Christine take over, until she went off on sick leave. We have replacements in hand
now, with the high level of use the centre now gets, good cleaning is essential. Next
year David, Caitey and Sandie and the cleaners will no longer be new to the job,
and we will be able to build on our firm foundations. People in the community often
comment - “there’s always something going on up there!” and I am proud and
amazed to find it to be true.
Rev Simon Woodley
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St Johns Place
There was much last minute worry with the building work and the possibility of
overrunning - but we finally got there and on May 16th 2016 the building was
handed over to Bemerton Community Group and the PCC. Two weeks later we had
our first wedding - Joey and Louise, granddaughter of Pat and Terry Cleeve! There
were 6 more weddings, and sadly memorial services for two of St Johns biggest
supporters - Bridget Trotter and Roger Eagle. It was wonderful to be able to host
these services in the renewed building, and serve teas and refreshments from the
kitchen. Just what they would have wanted.

The building had its formal opening by Rt Hon John Glenn MP on June 25th. The
school have made some use of the centre, notably in weekly assembles, but they
need the extra south aisle room to make it more usable still. There are many
regular bookings and at the moment the finances look set to be able to maintain
employing the centre manager - Shelley Wood, the caretaker - Gerhard, and the
cleaner. There are 18 weddings booked in for 2017, with 14 of them having their
reception at the venue as well. The committee continues to meet, to find the money
for the south aisle screen and the chancel, and to work through the building
permissions and plan for the future. The project has given hope and life to the
community and brought people together in a new way. Simon has been to several
civic groups to give talks about the project.
Rev Simon Woodley

Prayer Ministry
After every Sunday Service at St Michael’s there is always a member of this group
of dedicated people available to pray with you and they are recognisable by the
wearing of Team badges. The Prayer Ministry Team is made up of a group of
people who are faithful in prayer and with whom you may speak in confidence. We
meet together four times a year to pray together for this ministry and to support one
another. If you feel called to this ministry then please speak to Susan in the first
instance. We are pleased that Maureen has re-joined the team alongside, Debbie,
Pat and Terry, Pauline and Derek and Susan.
Rev Susan Drewett
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Maureen’s house group
Our House-group continues to meet monthly on Thursday evening. As the people
who come have a very busy work life which often involves travel, we arrange each
monthly meeting according to when most are available and this seems to work
quite well.
This last session was called God’s Rescue Plan,” finding God’s fingerprint on
human history”. This involved a lot of Bible readings particularly from Old Testament
i.e.:- Genesis and Exodus but we all agreed it was helpful to re-connect with these
ancient scriptures and follow through into New Testament to see how God is
working his purposes out.
We are a very relaxed group who share our lives including our ups and downs and
draw support from each other through caring and praying for one another.
We welcome anyone who would like to come and join us, we meet at 7.30pm—
9.30pm.
Maureen Winstanley

Haven
Haven group continues to meet on Thursday mornings in the lower chapel.
The aim of Haven is to provide a space where people can safely explore issues
around faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection.
Over the last year we have explored different ways of praying through a book called
‘The Little Book of Prayer Experiments’ by Miranda Threlfall-Holmes.
As a group we have been out and about and attended a women’s day of prayer and
reflection entitled ‘Hope’ at St Francis Church. We also went on several pilgrimages
to the Cathedral. During one visit we enjoyed ‘Reflection’ a breathtaking collection
of works by glass artists.
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Our programme also included participation in a course called Faith Pictures. This
was a six week course that helped to discover what we believe, and how to talk to
others about faith. At the heart of the course is the requirement to identify an image
that says something about your faith. Each of the six sessions included a short
video and lively discussion starters.
As a group we have continued to realise the importance of setting aside this special
time to be with God. We are also learning to share our experiences sensitively and
to respect each other’s vulnerability and to pray together in different and creative
ways.
Rev Ali Bridewell

Shirley’s house group
The group meeting at 31 Stanley Little Road has grown to 10 people and meets
every Monday in term time at 7.30.
We have studied and discussed several different Biblical themes this year and at
the moment we are looking at “Living Authentically” as Christians, thinking about
churches in other parts of the world and how they live out their faith in different
situations. We intersperse these studies with the occasional Lectio Divina, when
we simply read a bible passage quietly a few times and seek to see what God
might be saying to us as individuals through it. It is amazing sometimes to see
what thoughts He leads us to.
We also share our joys and our concerns with each other, over coffee and biscuits,
and have a time of prayer. We have been out for a pub meal together a couple of
times during the year. Whatever we are doing we all seem to enjoy it!
Shirley Frayling

Susan’s house group
We are a welcoming, friendly group of people who meet in the home of Pat and
Terry Cleeve including John and Carol, Jenny, Linda, Terri, Ruth, Denise and
Susan.
We meet approximately fortnightly on Wednesdays at 2.30pm enjoying a cup of tea/
coffee and a catch-up before beginning our study. At the moment we are looking at
Listening to God, ten studies by Carolyn Nystrom which enables us to participate by
reading the Bible text or a paragraph from the book. We then discuss the
questions, learning from each other and where nobody feels pressured. Our
meeting ends with prayer supporting each other and any other concerns.
Rev Susan Drewett
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‘Life group’ Run by the Rise charity plus volunteers from St Michael’s
and Grace Church.
It's been a fantastic year in ‘life group’ as we continue to bond and develop as a
group. We've enjoyed some great times together with picnics at the river, BBQs and
bonfires. We have also been able to put the teachings of Jesus like 'Love your
neighbour' into practice through sorting food for the Trussell Trust at Harvest and
also making up shoeboxes to give as presents to poor people in Bulgaria as part of
their shoebox appeal in November.
We meet on a Monday evening in the Poppy room. Our evening begins by sharing
a meal together. Food is collected from a supermarket surplus scheme called Fairer
Share, we also use store cupboard items from the Trussell Trust food bank. During
our meal together we spend time catching up and sharing our life stories. After
dinner we play some games and also offer art and craft activities. We finish the
evening with a short bible study or reflective session. This year we explored
baptism using the resources and ideas from Godly play. We have a regular
attendance of 15 children and are building connections with their family and friends.
In November 2016 the inaugural Rise 61 'Celebration Evening' event was hosted
and was designed to showcase the achievements of young people from Bemerton
Heath and reward individuals who had done something particularly special. The
evening was held at St Michael's Community Centre and was well attended .The
keynote address was given by Prof Sir Al Aynsley Green who shared his amazing
story from poverty and grief to the top of his profession and becoming the first
Children's Commissioner for England.
During the evening nine awards were presented highlighting the various projects
and stories, as well as thanking all volunteers, partners and supporters. For Life
group Clare Yates was awarded volunteer of the year and Hannah Bridewell was
given the award for young volunteer of the year.
We recently received some training from the ‘Frontier Youth Trust ‘on youth work
and safeguarding. As part of this the ‘Street Space’ nine step model was presented,
detailing the mechanisms and resources needed for building groups. It was
encouraging that we were able to see the progress we have made with Life group.
We were able to recognise that we have moved through many of the identified
stages (rapport building, integration, peer and small group work, risky small group
work, exposure to spirituality ). In terms of this model we would now be described
as having reached the ninth step and would be recognised as ‘Church on the edge’.
It is exciting to see where God will lead us next!
Rev Ali Bridewell
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Laurence’s house group
My house-group meets every other Tuesday avoiding other church meeting's such
as PCC.
there are 6 core members with another 4 members who come when they are
available.
this year we have been reading Jeremiah and Acts.
Anyone who is free on a Tuesday evening would be more than welcome to come
join us.
we carried on meeting across the summer due to people wanting to continue
meeting.
Anyone wanting to join this house-group please come and talk to me or Gillian.
Laurence Newton

Wider Community
LPA’s
This is another of the quiet ministries that happen almost unnoticed but which is of
great value to all that it touches. Denise, Helen, Debbie, Jenny, Geoffrey and
Susan meet monthly to inform each other concerning the welfare of those for whom
they have a Christian concern. We pray, often on a daily basis, for those on our list
as well as at our meeting where we pray for each other and the ministry itself. They
support bereaved families by visit, letter and telephone and where possible, support
baptisms, weddings and the annual Bereavement Service each November. If you
feel that you may be called to be an LPA, then please speak to Susan.
Rev Susan Drewett

page number -!10

Open the Book
Our dedicated Open the Book (OTB) team has recently had an adjustment in its
members who now are Terri, Debbie, Pat, Maureen, Derek, Pauline and Susan with
Carol being our most recent addition. Every Wednesday in term time we take OTB
in to Bemerton St John Primary School and Pembroke Park Academy Primary
School. The themes and stories all come from the national Open The Book
Scheme using the Lion Story Bible where each session is introduced, narrated and
acted out in mime by the team with a few props. The children can’t wait to hear the
story and it is a blessing that the themes are picked up by the staff and talked about
in lesson time. This is such a rewarding mission opportunity and if you feel that you
could join this team speak to Susan and she will give you further details. The good
news is that following meetings with Rev Steve, the Methodist Minister, OTB has
just begun in Woodlands Primary School.
Rev Susan Drewett

Bemerton School
Our Church school continues to flourish and we enjoy a wonderful working
relationship between staff and clergy and congregation. Open the Book, weekly
assemblies, and 4 Foundation Governors from the congregation make sure that
there is a lot of communication between the two communities. There are monthly
meetings between the headteacher and the clergy team, and a termly prayer
meeting for staff, governors and parents. After several years of dispute, the
catchment area for applications has had to be redrawn. This is to ensure that
children in Quidhamtpon are able to attend. It means that it is less likely for children
from the Fugglestone end of the parish to get in, but it was a hard consultation
process and the school had to do what the county advised.
Rev Simon Woodley
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Woodlands
Susan and I continue to do assemblies in Woodlands on a very regular basis and it
is an important part of our connection to the community.
Rev Simon Woodley

Sarum Academy
After 6 years of the school being off-limits to church, the head teacher of Sarum
retired, and we were welcomed back in again. It has been a delight to do
assemblies and to see pupils and staff. There is a huge opportunity here, but it is a
challenge to know how to meet this.
Rev Simon Woodley

Review of Salisbury Synod & Churches Together Meeting (CTS)
The good thing about these meeting is that you know the format: There is always
an opening prayer. Followed by the business of the evening, (which always raise a
laugh). Notices and the evening concluded with 15 -30 minutes of prayer, often
conducted in differently at each meeting,
In March we discussed the possible purchase of the Wiltshire Council Office in
Milford Street. It was an exciting discussion with lots of ideas for its potential
usage: a Night Cafe with a multifunctional space during day the including a
FoodBank Cafe. It could work if the financial stumbling block could be overcome.
However, this space became a Furniture Shop. But now the site is derelict as I
write. So what next!
Jon Langford reported that the Big Farm Day Out as a venue would not be
available in 2016. After a discussion it was agreed to hold a BIG Picnic in the
summer on 11th June to Celebrate The Queen’s Birthday in the Cathedral grounds
after Evensong.
In June, Jon Langford chaired his last CTS meeting, before he and his family
moved to Bodmin to plant a church in Cornwall.
At the September meeting it was announced that reports were available following
the completion of the Cinnamon sponsored Network Audit for the Salisbury
churches. Although more work is to be done to give us a more detailed analysis of
the information.
On the 5th July we had the annual Synod meeting, which felt quite strange to meet
as Anglicans again. The evening started with stories of Christian Hope told by the
parish representatives.
The next Churches Together meeting which is open to everyone is on 7th June
venue still to be decided. It is really god to go to a church meeting and feel uplifted
when you leave.
Frank Pessell
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Friends of St.Andrew’s, Bemerton
Its been quite a year!
Donations
Financially we benefited from 2 large donations. The first was a legacy from someone who had
only been to our Advent services, and who lived some miles away. Adam Crick loved George
Herbert and this place and was moved to include us in his will. His generosity will ensure we have
enough to pay for the new cupboards. If you would like to include us in your will - please see
www.churchlegacy.org.uk/writing-your-will/wording-for-your-will.
The second large donation came from a Mrs
Wright from California. She had been a member
of a Friends of Bemerton group in America which
had studied and promoted George Herbert. The
group had gradually declined until finally it was
just her left. With her death her husband decided
to wind up the fund and bring the proceeds to
England and make the journey she never could.
It was lovely to meet the family. One way or
another the American love of George Herbert has
benefited this parish hugely - from pews in St
Andrews to the building of St Johns!

Lighting
After much deliberation and a seemingly endless
process of approvals and quotes and designs - the
new lighting was finally installed in St Andrews - just in
time for Christmas 2015. It looks stunning, and we can
finally read our hymnbooks! We added the uplighting to
show off the ceiling and there is a motion sensor to
turn the lights on automatically for visitors, and time
switch to turn them off again. This all cost us around
£5000

Cupboards
We are now finalising designs for the improvements to the
cupboards at the back of church. The idea is to have a matching
pair on either side of the frontals chest, more in keeping with the
Victorian panelling, more useable and more secure! They will be a
great improvement on the green curtain currently at the back!
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New Web Site
If you have access to the internet you
might want to visit:

www.georgeherbert.org.uk
our very own Bemerton website, built
and run by local resident Peter
Webster. When we started in 2008 we
were amazed that we got 200 visitors a
month to the site. It now gets over
1500 visitors a month, looking at 100
pages a day! I’m glad they’re only
virtual, otherwise there would be no
peace in St Andrews and it would soon
get worn away. It clearly serves a huge
need with visitors from hundreds of
countries around the world. The site
has been remodelled and now works
well on mobile phones and tablets, and
has an archive of all the poetry pages.

Celebration
Last year’s Herbert Day celebration welcomed Rt Rev Christopher Herbert, retired Bishop of St
Albans and distant relative of George. This year promises to be something more local but no less
inspiring. With music from the Farrant Singers and locals giving their own impression and account
of what Herbert means to them, this will be a home grown offering of our finest and best! Don’t
miss it - on Sunday 26th February, at 4pm. As usual, medlar jelly on scones and something fizzy to
finish up.

Many thanks for all your support and interest. As you can see, after so many years we live and
grow, and in age we bud again! Its always amazing to see the variety of people that come from far
and wide written in the visitors book, and how appreciative they are to find the place open and
welcoming, just as it should be.
Rev Simon Woodley

St.Andrews
Church Warden’s Report - St Andrews Fabric
In February 2016 the final items of the lighting were installed.
The stonework was reviewed by a stonemason from the Cathedral. Although they
are unavailable until 2018 it was agreed that they will carry out necessary repairs
and stone replacement although initially less extensive than identified in the
Quinquennial inspection in 2014.
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The door latch has become stiff to operate and was repaired. The root problem is
lack of wood in the door after numerous repairs in the past. A joiner will inspect it in
early 2017.
The electrical survey is booked for January 2017, this is a statutory inspection but it
will also look at how electrical controls for heating, lighting, sound etc can be
reconfigured ready for the new cupboards planned for 2017.
Hilary Bird

St.John’s
Church Warden’s Report - St Johns Fabric
St John’s Place opened.
The Parish are now responsible for the Chancel and the Churchyard - although as
the churchyard is closed the basic upkeep is the responsibility of the council. All
management of the building, including the chancel, is arranged by Bemerton
Community and the parish has representatives on the committee.
Some items from St John’s are now at St Michael’s, others were disposed of and
some still need to be finalised.
Bemerton Community have formed a Green team to look after the churchyard –
and do maintenance beyond that done by the council. In June, five yew trees were
pruned and a cedar tree in danger of damaging the extension was removed. A wild
flower area has been established and bike racks have been installed.
Hilary Bird

St.Michael’s
Church Warden’s Report
The heating continued to work all year - it was warm and welcoming, and lovely to
be in church all winter and Christmas services.
The repairs to the tower pointing, the flat roof, and guttering and tiles have made
the building watertight again. Next year we shall have to re-plaster and decorate.
The lighting finally got through DAC after more than 6 months, in time for
installation in December. Nice to be able to see what we are reading!
The front door lock broke and was replaced. We took the opportunity to only issue a
limited number of keys and try to ensure the safety of people and possessions.
The audio-visual system works adequately and it is slightly easier to show videos
now.
Terri Seaton
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Finance - Treasurer’s Report
2016 was a year that saw many things being sorted out financially – the planned
work on St Michael’s completed and paid for –the remaining amounts agreed with
the DBF withdrawn from our reserves and a promised grant received – customer
accounts for utilities in St John’s passed on to the management of St John’s Place.
The Friends of St Andrew’s continue to do sterling work in amply providing for the
care of this ancient place of prayer entrusted to us, enlisting the generosity of the
many who visit from all over the world. And St Michael’s Community Centre is on a
sounder financial footing as it has moved forward in bringing about the vision of
being a “city set on a hill” where the church welcomes in and serves the local
community.
This year saw a fall in overall receipts from giving, due mainly to one or two older
people who are no longer with us and changed circumstances faced by other
individuals. We continue to need to spend wisely and manage well all the
necessary resources that God provides for us, thankfully trusting His provision and
seeking first His kingdom in all we do.
As you look at all the figures in these accounts please do feel free at any time to
ask me about anything you would like me to explain or to make comments or
suggestions about our church budget.

Gillian Newton
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