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By the time you read this I guess the Olympics will be for many, a distant 
memory and yet we need to look forward to see what the ongoing 
inspiration might be.  It really is amazing when so much time, training, 
encouragement, support, self sacrifice and yes, pain, can be given by so 
many people all over the world in order to achieve excellence in their 
chosen sport.  I know that finance, organisation, goodwill and help where 
needed is all part of that success recipe. 

All this is true of the Paralympics because the same qualities and 
aspirations are involved and I’m glad that we no longer feel the need to 
hide those away who, at one time, would never have been given the 
opportunities we are proud to make possible today. 

I have been really impressed by the pride that the Olympians have felt in 
just being selected, in taking part and the pride they feel for their country, 
for their friends and families who have given up much to help them do 
their best. 

There will be many unsung heroes who, every day of their lives, give of 
themselves to help others at home and abroad; to open doors which have 
previously been closed, to seek justice for those who are oppressed and 
cruelly treated; for those whose lives have been taken as if having no 
worth.  Everyone in God’s eyes has worth.  You may know someone who, 
in a quiet way, works away in their community to bring support, comfort, 
kindness and communication to those who need it; to change the day 
from being one of darkness and gloom to one of purpose and a reason for 
being. 

We can all quietly be Olympians.  There will be no gold, silver or bronze 
medals to wear around our necks but we can change lives and surely that 
is the work that Jesus wants us to be about.  I remember Neil, our curate, 
talking about his experiences at New Wine in Somerset recently; how he 
witnessed many people coming to know Christ in their lives for the first 
time and how wonderful that can be.  We might not call ourselves 
Olympians but if we call ourselves Christian then we have something to 
aim for; something  

to do in the world now and in the future.  This calling for all of us isn’t just 
for two weeks in a world showcase but for a lifetime in the daylight of 
everyday life.  Our reward is in knowing Jesus in our lives and you know, 
that’s worth more than gold.             Susan 
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Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

Jumble Sale  
Saturday 24th September at St Michael’s Community Centre. 
Doors open 1pm     Donations and sorters from 10am 

Sunday Morning Cake Stall 
 
Last year Susan started a cake sale after the morning service at St Michael’s 
to run for a year.  
After 15 months and our funds boosted you can still buy 
delicious cakes on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
 
I lost the piece of paper with the note of how much it has 
raised but we all gasped when it was announced….  

Join the Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning and raise 
funds for Macmillan Cancer Care 

Friday 30th September 11am in Coffee & Chat Café. 

Delicious cakes for sale and a raffle.   
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday 13th August 
 

Chicken Hot Pot, runner beans & cauliflower then Apple Cake & custard  

Learning to Draw 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide 

you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm There will be a small charge 

for any materials used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute 

beginners to have fun together and hopefully learn something new.  

Telephone 333847 to book a place.  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat 

Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our 

own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be 

provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome. 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 13th & 27th September 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 
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Thought for the Month  Who are we? 

1 Peter 2 vs 9 - 12 

To be a member of the church can seem from the outside to be a very 

ordinary thing – something people join or continue to belong to for all 
sorts of reasons. As in the time when Peter’s letter was written to 
Christian believers scattered throughout the area around the 
Mediterranean, to be part of the church today can also seem rather 
peculiar to one’s friends and neighbours. So what exactly is the church? 
Who are we? 

Peter describes us as “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the virtues of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His wonderful light”.  “Once you were not 
a people but now you are: a people of God”.  So, we are those who have 

taken on a new nationality – been accepted and given a new passport, so 
to speak, identifying us as one of this peculiar people known as 

Christians.   

The original Greek of this passage uses words for “people/nation” whose 
root meaning brings the sentence alive with things to reflect on.  We are 
a chosen “genos”...  a word that speaks of a shared genetic origin – each 
of us born of the Holy Spirit with the seed of life in us that brings growth 
into the likeness of Christ. We share, all of us, in Christ’s kingship and 
priesthood ... all having access to God our Father...all appointed to serve 
and offer prayer and our whole selves to God. 

We are a holy “ethnos” ...our ethnicity, our cultural identity is to live and 
act in ways based on following Christ’s teaching...giving, forgiving, loving, 
trusting, showing compassion, faith, peace, joy, integrity...seeking to live 
out the gospel we proclaim and be salt and light in the world and true to 

our baptismal promises.   

And together we are the “laos” of God (the word from which “lay” and 
“laity” derive as if priests and bishops were not part of this whole people 
of God, which they most certainly are!)  All of us who are members of the 
church, whatever language we speak, whatever our standing in the world, 
male or female, old or young, even our branch of the church, are part of 
this people God has called into being to make Him known to the rest of 
His children, who do not yet know Him.    Gillian 

St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

September 2nd  A Moveable Meal 

October 7th  Crochet at Carol Shipps  

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 
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Alpha in St John’s Place  
Alpha is a course that is run all over the world to help people understand 
the basics of the Christian Faith. It starts with a meal and a short 
interesting talk, and then there is the chance for questions and 
discussion. Its free and there’s no obligation!  
We are running an Alpha in St Johns Place staring in September, If you’re interested 
in attending, or helping run it, please let one of the staff know and look out for the 
sign up sheets. 

Ride & Stride  Saturday 10th September 
The Annual Fundraiser for Wiltshire Historic Churches trust who we have had 
donations from for St John’s and St Michael’s. 
Get sponsored to Cycle, walk, run, ride a horse - No motors except mobility 
scooters - around churches in Wiltshire.  
OR Man one of our churches to greet all the Ride & Striders. 
 

Nicky is co-ordinating riders, strider and sitters and has sponsorship forms. 
(nickyhanc@googlemail.com). 

Rise 61 Bike Hub 
In partnership with The Trussell Trust, St. Michaels Church and Community 
Centre and local schools, RISE:61 has been fixing bikes, selling bikes and 
getting more and more young people involved in the process. We’ve seen the 

power of practical mentoring and believe there is a real need to expand our 
work in the community. To make this happen, we needed to find a location and 
secure funding to kick start the project. They are setting up a Bike Hub in the 
Community Centre Garden and need to raise £40,000 to get it up and running. 
It helps young people learn practical skills which might help tem into 
employment as schools no longer provide skills education for those who 
struggle with purely academic learning. 
Mike Partridge and Robin Imeson are going on a 6 day mountain bike ride 
through over 200 miles of rough, hilly terrain. They will climb about 32,000 
feet which is more than the height of Everest.  
Go to https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bemertonbikehub  

Or contact Robin on 07730 874543  

***Magazine Articles***  

There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check 

sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:  

hilaryabird@btinternet.com    October Magazine - 15th September 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 4th September     15th After Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 6 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 11th  September     16th After Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
 

 Sunday 18th September     17th After Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 25th September     18th After Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
 

Sunday 2nd October      19th After Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Weekday Services 
 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tue 6th September  

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 
 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 
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Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 

worship and praise. All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare 

for Sunday and join the worship.  

From the Registers 
  

Weddings 

20th August  John Richard Ormshaw & Samantha Cox 

    Joseph William Luke Humphreys & Lauren Louise Tesch 
 

Funerals 

22nd July  Frank Von Ploennies - Schwappach 
25th August  Dorothy Shingler 

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue. 
Meeting on 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th September.   Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 13th & 27th September.   Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
For September dates contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm at 41 Australian Avenue     
Contact Maureen 333847 

Bridget Trotter 
Thanksgiving Service for Bridget Trotter is on Thursday 15th September, 
2pm at St John's place.  All are welcome.  

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme 
If you need a lift to Church either very week or 
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her 
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.  
  

Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 
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Walter William Smart 1895 – 1916 
Private 1st Battalion Wiltshire Regiment 
Private Walter Smart was killed in action on 2 September 1916 as part of 
the on going Battle of the Somme.  He was 21 and is buried in an extension 
of Forceville Communal cemetery created for men killed in that battle. 
 
War Service 
Walter Smart was a farmworker who joined the army before 1914 so he was among 
the first to land in France and he fought there for two years before he was killed.   In 
the first few months 1000 men from his battalion were killed or wounded, a loss 
equivalent to their full strength.   From late 1914 they fought mainly from the 
trenches, the only relief being some extended periods in reserve. 
In June 1916 they moved towards the Somme but did not take part in the first 
catastrophic attack on 1 July.   On 3 July they took over some captured enemy 
trenches and launched an attack from there on 5 July.   They were relieved two days 
later by which time 400 men and 26 officers had been killed or wounded.    
Further fierce fighting was interspersed with periods out of the front line.   On 2 
September they were returning to the front from one of those periods, a journey that 
was always risky, but although the war diary describes the men staying in ‘dugouts 
under a bank from 3pm to 11pm’ before moving to the front it does not mention a 
death.   Nevertheless Walter Smart was killed in action on that day.  (This is not the 
first time a man’s death has not been mentioned in the battalion war diary.  See 
Trubridge Newsletter October 2014) 
 
Family background 
Walter Smart is another serviceman whose name is on St John’s memorial because 
of his family’s connection with the parish, not because he lived here himself.   
Tom Smart, Walter’s father, was the youngest of seven children from a family of 
agricultural labourers at Kilmington, a small village that was transferred from east 
Somerset to west Wiltshire in 1896.  The agricultural depression of the 1870s had hit 
it hard.  One of his brothers emigrated to the US, another became a coal miner at 
Paulton, Somerset, two sisters died in the workhouse, and others moved away to 
become servants. 
Tom was a gardener all his life and lived in Gillingham after his marriage to Elizabeth 
Hiscock in 1884.  Her parents lived there and the young couple needed help 
because their first child, Charles Tom Smart, was severely disabled.  He died in 
1896, aged twelve, from “deformity and imbecility, epilepsy and coma.”   
Tom and Elizabeth had seven other children, Walter being the third youngest.   
Before he was six years old, perhaps even from birth, Walter and his older brother 
Henry lived with their maternal grandparents, Robert, a shoemaker, and Charlotte 
Hiscock.   It would have been very difficult for Tom and Elizabeth to cope with a 
disabled child and an increasing number of other children.  After their brother’s 
death, however, Henry and Walter did not return to live with their parents, even 
when they moved to Sherborne and then Bemerton for work.   Perhaps the 
grandparents, by then in their sixties, needed help, or perhaps Elizabeth’s health 
was too poor.  She was in Salisbury Infirmary when the 1911 census was taken.   
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Whatever the reason, Walter and Henry stayed in Gillingham even after their 
grandparents died in 1912.  It appears that Henry joined the navy and Walter the 
army in 1913, both giving Gillingham as the contact address for next of kin.   
Tom and Elizabeth Smart lived at 7 Church Lane, Bemerton, from at least 1911 until 
their deaths in the 1920s.  They were buried at St John’s. 
 
Later Family History 
Walter’s three surviving brothers all served in the First World War.  Henry survived 
the war but was killed in a naval training accident in 1922 when the submarine he 
was serving on was rammed by a cruiser. 
Arthur, who moved to Bemerton with his parents, joined the mercantile marines 
(merchant navy).  He died in 1921 and his name was added to the St John’s 
memorial.  An account of his life will be written later.  
Charles Albert Smart, the youngest brother, joined the Dragoon Guards and 
survived the war.  He’d been a pageboy for a Salisbury solicitor in 1911 and returned 
to domestic service in the household of Colonel John Gibbs of the Coldstream 
Guards and his wife Lady Helena, a niece of Queen Mary.  He was the butler at their 
home in Tetbury, Gloucestershire and died unmarried in 1981. 
Walter’s three sisters all married.  Elizabeth, the oldest, was a domestic servant in 
London in 1901.  She married Stanley Edgar, a hotel porter, and lived in London for 
the rest of her life.    
Agnes, born in 1893, married a Church Lane 
neighbour: George Cossons, a private enquiry agent.   
They moved to Kent. 
Fanny, the youngest of Tom and Elizabeth’s children, 
married George Blackman in 1928 and died locally in 
1933.  
Agnes is the only one of the eight siblings who had 
great grandchildren and thanks go to Paul Cossens, 
her grandson, for the family photos published here, 
and to Jason Ambers who enhanced them so they 
could be printed.  
 
Earlier Family History 
In 1810 at the age of fifteen Walter Smart’s great 
grandfather, Stephen Hiscock, left his life as a 
labourer in Gillingham, travelled to Reading and 
joined the 66th Regiment of Infantry.   He served for 27 years until his discharge in 
1837, by which time he had an Irish wife and two young sons born in Canada.  He 
had spent eight of those years on St Helena as part of the contingent guarding 
Napoleon.   
Stephen settled back into life in Gillingham with his army pension, and was a 
labourer at the brewery 
 

Walter is also commemorated on Gillingham war memorial. 
 

Written and researched by Bea Tilbrook and Wendy Lawrence 

Agnes, one of her children and 
presumably her mother outside  
7 Church Lane around 1911 
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 The George Herbert in Bemerton Group 

   Summer Programme 2016 
 

Poetry Discussion Group  
Wednesday 28th September 10.00 am to 12 noon at Belvedere 
House, 64 Lower Road,  
Canon James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College in the Cathedral Close, will 
lead an informal discussion on one of George Herbert’s poems.  
 Bookings: 01722 410050  

Mary’s Meals 
Mary’s Meals is an overseas aid agency which sets up school feeding 
projects in developing countries. 
Mary’s Meals - a taste of Africa is at St Pauls Church Centre on 
September 26th starting at 7 for 7.30. There will be a meal like the 
school children would receive and a film of the charity's work. 
Tickets are £5 from Graham Herbert (01722) 333873 more details are on 
posters and flyers. 

CAP - Christian Against Poverty 
This is one of the Charities we are supporting this year. 
 

Dear Simon,  
Many thanks for your kind donation to our CAP debt centre here in 
Salisbury. We are so grateful for your support for this life-changing 
ministry, not just in financial terms but also by providing volunteers to 

help us to do what we do.  
Blessings.  
Charlotte  

Charlotte Bell 

Centre Manager - Salisbury,  

Christians Against Poverty 

07542 336771  

Our Fundraising Stall in The Maltings in August. 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take  
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed about  

your local Bemerton Heath Surgery. 
   

 
We are delighted to announce, the launch of our Memory Café, taking place on  

Wednesday 28th September from 1.30pm until 3pm at Fisherton House. 
 

During the launch we will be celebrating being awarded the Dementia Friendly 
Practice Award. Teresa Easton, the Area Manager of The Alzheimers Society will 

present the award on the day, with other special guests attending. 
 

All are welcome to attend the event. 
 

The memory cafe is an opportunity for people living with dementia, and their 
carers, to drop in for a sociable chat in a friendly atmosphere. It gives people the 

chance to meet others in a similar situation, receive advice and support, share 
experiences and enjoy a cup of tea. 

 

The cafe will be held on the 4th Wednesday of every month. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

8th September  Lucy will talk about The Dog’s Trust 

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 

Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Laurence Newton  07969816999 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Caitey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 



Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 



L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,  
 

 
 

 

Tel: 07843 198223 

e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com 

 

website:  

www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage 

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy, 

Sports Massage, 

Indian Head Massage 
 

With a portable massage couch  

and massage chair  

I can give massages in the home 

or office! 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 

mailto:angwinstanley@googlemail.com

