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Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 

 

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH  

A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL  

ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD 

 

WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK 

 

LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS 

01722 744448 

THE WHITE HORSE AT 

QUIDHAMPTON 
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“So long farewell auf wiedersehen adieu 
I hate to go and leave this pretty sight…” 

These are words from the film ‘The Sound of Music’, a moving scene 
when the children say goodnight and farewell.  This song echoes what I 
want to say, as this is my final letter for the parish magazine.  

My last service in the parish will be on the 8th October. I leave to take up 
my new post as Priest-in-charge of the ‘Wellsprings’ benefice. We are 
leaving our family home of over 30 years and moving to Potterne near 
Devizes. Our youngest daughter also leaves to go off to University. In our 
family it’s the season of change and new beginnings. I know we are not 
going far, but it feels like a new adventure for us all.  

So as I come to the end of my time here, I have been reflecting on how 
much it has meant to me. People can do endings in different ways. Some 
rush and move on to the next thing, with little thought for what they leave 
behind. I have found myself lingering and wanting to cling on here, as I’m 
so very aware of what this special place has meant to me. I’m so very 
thankful for the blessing that Bemerton has been in the development of 
my ministry.  I’m thankful for my incredible and amazing colleagues and 
all the people I have had the privilege of working and journeying 
alongside during my time here. You have inspired and encouraged me, 
whilst also showing great love, care and support, which has really helped 
me to learn and grow in ministry.   

I’m thankful for all the wonderful congregations, those that give so much 
of their time and talents to the running of the church and all the 
community projects.  

Over three years ago when I began working in the parish, the work on St 
Johns place had not even begun, now it is a thriving community centre 
used throughout the week. 

St Michael’s Community Centre and café has grown and is such an 
exciting place, with so much happening throughout the week. I know for 
many it has become an important meeting place, and many of you have 
said how much you have missed it during its closure over the summer. At 
St Michael’s, as I write, we are preparing to celebrate our Diamond 
Jubilee.  60 years of faithful service to the community of Bemerton Heath!   
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‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 mobile 077513 54669 or parish office 01722 328031  

Tuesday to Friday  
 11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

It’s hard to leave somewhere that you know has such an exciting future. I 
would have gladly stayed here forever. But God has called me on to a 
new beginning and my time has come to an end here.  

I leave knowing that God is doing amazing things in Bemerton!   

My prayer for you is that you will take delight and have great courage as 
you step out onto new ground. Dream dreams, and wait for God to open 
up the possibilities before you. Don’t be seduced by the seduction of 
safety. Hold nothing back and learn to find ease in risk. Though at times 
the destination may not be clear, trust the promise that is opening and 
beginning to unfurl. Awaken your spirits and allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
you on a new adventure.  

You have everything you need right here, go Bemerton, bless Bemerton, 
you can do all things in Christ who strengthens you! (Philippians 4:13).   

Thank you for all that we have shared together and all that God has 
taught us. May we give Him all the glory and be thankful for the many 
blessings we have shared.       Ali 
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday  10th October 
 

Sausages in onion gravy with mash, carrots and broccoli 
bread and butter pudding  

Learning to Draw 

Alan Winstanley will guide you through some basic techniques at the 

Community Centre Poppy Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm. 

Contact Alan or Maureen for more details 333847 

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 10th & 31st October 
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 11am 

 More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30 

in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting 

or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool, 

patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners 

or experienced 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  
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St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

1st September Crochet & Crafts   at Pat’s 

6th October  Cruising   at Carol’s 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

 MACMILLAN BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING  

IN THE WORLD 

St Michael's Community Centre 

Friday 29th September 11am to 2pm.     

Cakes and donations greatly fully received.   

Contact:  Susan on 01980 652751.  

SJP Fellowship 

A group which meets on Thursday evenings at St John's Place 
7-9pm. A chance to share a simple meal, explore the Bible 
and Christian faith together, and to pray. Everyone welcome. 
It is helpful, though not essential, to let Andrew & Susie (01722 326518) 
or Nick & Elspeth (01722 324880) know you are coming. 

Coming Soon….. 
 

Harvest 
October 1st is Harvest Fun Church at St Michael’s at 10.30am and 
Harvest Communion at St John’s Church at 9am with traditional hymns. 
 

& Farewell 
Ali’s final service is our Traditional Harvest on Sun Oct 8th at 10:30am, 
but why not come to the party the night before, at our Harvest 
Barn Dance and Ploughman’s, starting at 6.30 in the 
Community Centre - see Susan for tickets, just £5! 
If you don’t want to dance come along to watch and enjoy a 
meal and a chat. 
Harvest in the White Horse will be on Tuesday 17th October at 7.30. 
 
Jumble Sale 
Saturday 14th October at 1 - 3pm, St Michael’s Community Centre. 
Bring items along to sort from 10am. Let Susan know if you can help. 
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Do you want to Sign? 
Neil is starting a Bible and BSL Group on Monday evenings from 
7.30 to 8.30 in St Michael’s Church so you can learn more about 
the language alongside the Bible. Starting on 4th September — 
contact Neil for more details.  
coolie66smiley@gmail.com or Text to 07717 055219  

Café Calling ……. 

We welcome Brenda Davies as the new manager of the café in St Michael’s 

Community Centre. She is trying to get the café open more often by 

opening on Monday’s and evenings.  

Do you have a Café Calling? Are you able to help out occasionally or more 

regularly. If you can, or want to know more contact  

Brenda on 01722 501262 or email brendaemilydavies@hotmail.co.uk 

An Autumn Study Course on 
JESUS  THE  JEW 

 What he could and couldn’t do;   
What he did and didn’t do 

 

This historical study of Jesus in his 
context relates to his teaching; his 
paradoxical works; the company he 
kept;  his symbolic actions; and the 
titles by which he was known.  We 
shall aim to understand the 
significance of his choices amid the 
options. 
 

Six Evening Sessions: 7.30 to 9pm 
     Mondays, October 2, 9, 16, 30; 
           November 6 & 13 
 

 At St Thomas’s Church Rooms 
 

Registration:  to ensure provision of 
materials, preferably by e-mail to 
plucas@mybroadbandmail.com, or by 
default to 01722-325266. 
 

No fees, but donation to St Thomas’s 
Church 

REFORMATION 500 – Moving On 
October this year marks 500 years 
since the protest of Martin Luther, 
Doctor of Theology, against the 
practice of indulgences by proclaiming 
95 Theses touching on questions of 
grace, repentance and forgiveness.    
How do we mark this anniversary?   
Reformation 500 – Moving On is an 
evening of learning and discussion 
Wiltshire Churches Together is hosting 
this event at  
Market Lavington Community Hall,  
St Marys Road SN10 4DG 
on 
Friday 20 October 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
(Light refreshments from 7.00, 
Speakers from 7.30) 

  

Please publicise this event and come 
to join in the discussion and reflection.  
 

Further details from Liz Overthrow, 

Secretary, Wiltshire Churches 

Together 

liz.overthrow@btinternet.com  

(01380 722404) 

mailto:plucas@mybroadbandmail.com
mailto:liz.overthrow@btinternet.com
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 1st October       16th after Trinity   
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 9 am    St John’s Place  Harvest Communion 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Harvest Fun Church !! 

 4 pm    St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

  

Sunday 8th October       17th after Trinity  
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Harvest Communion 
  

 Sunday 15th  October      18th after Trinity  

 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 22nd October       19th after Trinity  
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Family Communion  
 

Sunday 29th October       Last after Trinity  

 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Family Communion  

  

Sunday 5th November       4th before Advent   
 8 am     St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am    St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 2 pm    St John’s Place  Bereavement Service 

 4 pm    St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 
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From the Registers 
Weddings 

26th August  Stuart Grant Wiltshire & Deborah Jane LePage 

9th September Peter Richard Hamilton & Hannah Katie Forrestal.  
 

Interment of Ashes 

13th September  Rita Sandra Ann Burton   

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 
prophetic prayer and praise.  

Weekday Services 
 

Monday to Thursday 9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

Every Friday    10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tuesday 3rd October 

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 
 

Tuesday 10th October  7.30pm St Michael’s   Prayer Night 

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm. 
Meeting on 2nd, 9th, 16, & 30th October   Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 10th & 24th October   Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 4th and 18th October   Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.  
               Contact Maureen 333847 

This Year’s Bereavement Service - a quiet service of reflection for those who 

have recently lost a loved one - will be in St John's Place on Sunday 5th Nov at 

2pm.  
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Arthur Tom Case 1895 – 1917 

Gunner Royal Field Artillery 

Arthur Case died of tuberculosis at home in Quidhampton, age 22, on 8 

October 1917, ten months after his discharge from the army.  After several 

appeals it was decided that his army service had aggravated the disease but his 

name is not on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission list, so St John’s 

Church is the only place where his part in the Great War is commemorated. 

Arthur Case’s father Tom was a policeman in north Wiltshire but his mother’s 

father, Herbert Morris of the Wilton butcher’s family, provided a home for them 

in Quidhampton when Tom developed TB and had to stop work. 

Arthur volunteered in 1915 as a specialist wheelwright but failed the trade test.  

Undeterred he re-enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery and served in France for 

four months before the disease meant he had to be discharged. 

His family continued to live in Wylye Cottage until the 1940’s and some villagers 

remember his brother Herbert Case and his wife Lily.  They met during the war 

when Lily was a VAD nurse and Herbert was in the Medical Corps. 

Arthur Case will be remembered at St Andrews on Sunday 8 October. 
 

Two more servicemen from the parish died at the battle of Passchendaele 100 

years ago this month.    A brief account of one of them is here and the other will 

be in next month’s newsletter. 
 

Arthur Frederick Stone 1898 – 1917 

Private 2nd Battalion Royal Naval Division, Royal Marine Light 

Infantry 

Arthur Stone, aged 19, went missing, presumed killed, at Passchendaele on 26 

October 1917, six months after his brother Harold went missing in Greece.  

Arthur’s body was never found and he is commemorated on the Tyne Cot 

memorial.   He will be remembered in St Andrews on 29 October.  

Arthur was conscripted into the army on 15 May 1917 at 18 years and eleven 

months old.  After eleven days he transferred to the Royal Marine Light Infantry, 

part of the Royal Naval Division formed in 1914 from surplus naval reservists.  

In 1916 it was transferred to the army. 

Arthur arrived with other reinforcements in time for three weeks training with the 

battalion before they moved to the quagmire of the front line for an offensive that 

began on 26 October.   Arthur was reported missing presumed killed on the first 

day. 

Not only were the two brothers killed in 1917 but another brother was called 

from the reserves and posted to France at the same time as Arthur.  He survived 

the war, as did a fourth brother who was on active service from 1916.   

The Stone family lived in Bemerton and their family history is in the story of 

Harold Stone. (April 2017) 
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Thought for the Month   
John 3.16 -17    For God so loved the world that He gave his 
only begotten Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son to 
condemn the world but to save the world through him. 
 

John 3.16 has sometimes been described as the summary of the 
Christian gospel in one sentence. Traditionally it was one of the 
“comfortable words” that followed the General Confession in the 
Communion service, reminding us that however far short the human 
race falls of being the world God created it to be (and at the moment 
the levels of violence, cruelty and injustice we see in the world, seem 

very far short) God so loves us He will go to any lengths to rescue us 

from the situation we have got ourselves into : of estrangement from 
Him, without whom we can no more live than our bodies can function 
without blood pumping through our veins.  
It is superficially short, simple sentence but with layers and layers of 
meaning.  Take the phrase “eternal life”. At first glance we might 
think that just meant “life after death” – our present bodily life going 
on and on forever.  But this is an offer of something different – an 

alternative to us perishing when our bodies wear out and our earthly 
lives cease. It is an offer of a having a new kind of life that we can 
know and live right now but that will not end when our mortal bodies 
die –a life in which God lives in us and we in Him.  It goes beyond 
words to describe this reality – abundant life – fullness of life – being 
fully alive – is how it is described in the Bible.  Discovering it is 

described as like, in today’s terms, winning the lottery (in biblical 
terms like finding hidden treasure in a field). Living it, like springs of 
water bubbling up within you, or a tiny seed putting down roots and 
growing into a sturdy plant and bearing fruit – peace, joy, hope and 
much more.  
And we don’t have to earn it, deserve it, do anything to achieve it. It 
is what God so much wants us to have – and sent Jesus to make 

possible to us. We simply (!!!) have to believe him and say “yes” to 
his offer of life in all its fullness.  And if you would like to explore and 
think more about this big question of life and what it might mean 
why not come along to a new  Alpha course,  starting in St John’s 
Place, Lower Bemerton, on Thursday evenings in October? Gillian                                                                                                                                                                            

The full stories of both men are in the Quidhampton Village Newsletter available 

from the White Horse, Quidhampton or Bea Tilbrook bjtis@hotmail.co.uk or 

online at http://parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk   

mailto:bjtis@hotmail.co.uk
http://parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk
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Our Parish Challenge……. 
At our Diamond Jubilee its amazing to look back. As the youngest parish in 

Salisbury (and we still are!) we started as a split from St Pauls’ and Lower 
Bemerton. We grew over 20 years to have over 10,000 souls, and have 
continued to grow, and even taken back Lower Bemerton! In the beginning 
over 30 years was spent fundraising for buildings,, re-building them as the 
needs and situations changed. That showed huge faith from our predecessors. 
Another key part was reaching out to the community around us, especially the 
young people. In 1957 there wee over 40 Sunday School teachers and 350 
children on the books  - but I would have to say that TV wasn’t great, all the 
shops were closed on Sundays and the internet hadn’t been invented! We live 
in different times! 

But the challenges are still as real as ever, 
We are now easily the largest parish in Salisbury and one of the largest in 

the Diocese, at 16,000 souls, and its about to get even bigger. On top of the 
current 6,000 homes, there are another 1700 being built along the Devizes Rd. 
There will be another primary school, as well as commerce and industry.  

Next to our new housing is Sarum Academy, and the links are growing 
between them and us, and there are 600 pupils there who need a chaplain. Is 
there a possibility of some joined up thinking? All this would be a “good 
challenge”  - enough to give us something to get our teeth into.. but there’s 
more.  

At the other end of the parish, a world away although only across a road 
and railway line, leafy Lower Bemerton enjoys the newly re-ordered St Johns 
Place. (A mere 8 years fundraising!) The fellowship that has grown out of last 
year’s Alpha course is lively and growing, and looking to do it all again. Could 
there be a fledgling church down there - a phoenix from the ashes? And who 
might lead it? Could such a group reach into Quidhampton and start serving 
that community? Will it be strong enough by the time 1200 homes go up in 
Churchfields to reach out to that part too? 

So here is life in all its fullness, here are gifts in abundance, here is a cup 
that is overflowing!  

Interesting that this is the time that Rev Ali is being called to a new ministry 
in the Wellsprings, and Rev Susan, who is self supporting lets not forget, is 
feeling she should be reducing her hours. And its just possible that Gillian won’t 
go on forever!  

So after our Jubilee and Harvest celebrations have died down, we will be 
asking where God wants to take us, and looking for the vision that He gives. 
There will be a bold new plan, taking us out of our comfort zones but bringing 
more of God’s kingdom in. Just like those who built the church before us, we 
need to pray and trust God, and we are starting prayer nights on the second 
Tues of the month - Oct 10th is the first one. We need to remember that it is 
God that has called us to this particular time, and has given us faith and hope - 
now we need to move forward with our hand in His.   Simon 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775    

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this 
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed. 
 

 

 
Fibromyalgia Café 

4th Thursday of every month 
2pm – 3:30pm 

The Wylye Room of Salisbury Medical 
Practice 

 
ME/CFS Café 

2nd Tuesday of every month 
11am – 12:30pm 

The Wylye Room of Salisbury Medical 
Practice 

 
For details about the full range of 

support groups, please contact Katy on 
01722 333034 or email 

katy.gillingham@nhs.net. 

Are you living with Diabetes? 
Do you struggle with certain 

complications or want to know 
more about insulin? 

 
Salisbury Medical Practice invites 

you to our next Diabetic Education 
Session; ‘Complications and 

Insulin’.  
 

It will be held at Salisbury Medical 
Practice on Tuesday 03rd October 

from 6-8 pm. 
 

If you would like to attend, please 
call the practice on 01722 333034. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 
 

Meetings 7.15pm 

2nd Thursday of the month  

Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 
 

further details from the Secretary   

Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
 

Chairman Doreen Till   501538 
 

Meetings 7.30 pm   

2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,   

St Gregory’s Ave 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s        St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Laurence Newton  07969816999  Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 
Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

 

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 
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L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 
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Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890 

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 


