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Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,  
 

 
 

 

Tel: 07843 198223 

e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com 

 

website:  

www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage 

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy, 

Sports Massage, 

Indian Head Massage 
 

With a portable massage couch  

and massage chair  

I can give massages in the home 

or office! 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 

mailto:angwinstanley@googlemail.com
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On a church wall in Sussex you will find an inscription from around 1730 
which says …… 

 
A vision without a task is but a dream, 

a task without a vision is drudgery, 
a vision and a task is the hope of the world. 

 
As I write this I am preparing to go on a four week placement at a 
Christian healing centre in Kent.  My prayer and hope is that this will offer 
an opportunity to be immersed within a very different context, and that I 
will grow and discover more about my vocation and where and what I am 
being called to beyond my Curacy. 
By now many will be settling in to the start of the new academic year, 
which can feel like a new start for us all. The refreshment of holiday gives 
way to… what?  
For some it will be drudgery and back to the grindstone. For some it may 
be a feeling of aimlessness that doesn’t have a future or purpose in mind. 
But for some there may be a sense of being back to the fray with a new 
vigour and excitement! 
I have found that particularly at times of new beginnings and endings it is 
good to reflect and ask myself some of those ‘big questions’ ! Things like: 

What am I here for?  
Who’s lives do I touch? 
How do I make a difference? 

 
With imagination even some of the most draining tasks can be instilled 
with a bigger vision as we see its place in the greater scheme of life.  
In the middle ages three stonemasons were hard at work when a visitor 
came along and asked them what they were doing. The first hard at work 
with sweat beading on his brow curses and says “I’m cutting this stone”. 
The second thinks a little bigger “I’m building a parapet”. But the third 
sees it differently, “I’m building a beautiful Cathedral”. 
So I wonder what is the big picture for you? What gives your life meaning 
and purpose?  
I’m sure there will a number of different things for each of us, but for many 
Christians it is their faith that gives the real context and meaning to their 
lives. 



4 

Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

Jumble Sale  
Saturday 8th October at St Michael’s Community Centre. 
Doors open 1pm     Donations and sorters from 10am 

***Magazine Articles***  

There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check 

sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:  

hilaryabird@btinternet.com    November Magazine - 15th October 

Over the summer we have been setting aside time to pray, and to seek 
God, to see where he is leading us both individually and as a church 
next? This is also something we do week by week on a Sunday and there 
will be an opportunity to do this as part of the Alpha course that is running 
this month. The church is here for everyone, so if you would like to join us 
on this journey of exploration, just come along – you will be sure of a 
warm welcome whether that’s at any of our services or at events taking 
place at our community centres. 
            With every blessing Ali 
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday 11th October 
 

Irish Stew with bread rolls and crumble and custard for desert. 

Learning to Draw 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide 

you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat 

Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities. Some 

wool, patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners or experienced 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

Ride & Stride    

Chris Cochrane was our only Rider this year– but raised £132.85 in spon-

sorship of which 50% will be kept by the Wilts Historic Churches Trust, 

and 50 % returned to the parish.  The Trust is a grant making charity to 

which churches can apply.  We have in the past received grants towards 

work on St Andrew’s and earlier this year a £6000 grant towards the 

costs of damp-proofing work on the roof and tower of St Michael’s, so it 

is fitting that we try to support their work . Thank you to all those who 

sat in one of our churches to greet the brave souls walking or cycling in 

the rain and sign their forms and an especial thank you to Chris.  
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Thought for the Month  - Luke 16:1-13 

The Parable of the Unjust Steward / Shrewd Manager   

There is little question that this parable is one of the most difficult to 

interpret. A steward seems to be commended for dishonest behavior 
and made an example for Jesus' disciples. As one of the most 
influential interpreters of the parable has said, "Much as 
commentators disagree as to the meaning of the parable of the 
Steward, all are agreed as to the embarrassment it has caused." So 

let me jump in with what they say: 

Predictably some say the text got changed - there was something 
missing - like Jesus saying “this is not the way to behave”. Some of 
course argue about the original Greek or aramaic meanings - the 
original could mean good or bad, and the translators chose the 
wrong one! 

Some argue that the steward is actually righting the wrongs of his 

master and so is restoring justice - except even Jesus calls him 
dishonest, so that doesn’t really fit. Perhaps Jesus is being sarcastic 
- “hasn’t he done well - dishonest and lied and cheated - well done!” 

The majority of interpretations fall into 2 camps. Some say the main 
meaning is about money and how we use it, whilst others say its 
about judgement and our responses to it. So how should we decide 

which interpretation to go with - is it what feels right, or the one we 
like, or a matter of percentages? 

Well the writer of Luke and Acts talks a lot about money and riches, 
some of the famous passages are only in his writings. This comes in 
a series of snippets talking about eternal life and making the right 
choices in a crisis - the lost coin, the lost sheep, the lost son. So the 
interpretation I favour is that here is a steward in a crisis - called to 

account or judgement. He does what he does best - and ensures his 
future survival. Its the plan Jesus applauds, not the way it is carried 
out. This is how the disciples should react faced with their great 
crisis of who to follow, what to do - they should make sure their 
eternal future is secure.  

Perhaps the main “point” of this parable is to show us how difficult it 

is to read the Bible well - that is a struggle and a work we have to 

do together. Those who say they “believe in the Bible” are forgetting 
that its the interpretation that counts.       Simon                                                                                                                          
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St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

October 7th  Crochet at Carol Shipp’s  

November 4th  Craft at Carol Mc’s  

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

Alpha in St John’s Place  
Alpha is a course that is run all over the world to help people 
understand the basics of the Christian Faith. It starts with a meal 

and a short interesting talk, and then there is the chance for 
questions and discussion. Its free and there’s no obligation!  
 

We are running an Alpha in St Johns Place starting with a Guest Meal on 
September 26th with the first course day on Thursday 6th October. If you’re 
interested in attending, or helping run it, please let one of the staff know and 
look out for the sign up sheets. 

Harvest Festivities  
How do you want to Celebrate Harvest?   
 With Young Children - Harvest Fun Church on 2nd October at 
10.30 am in St Michael’s  
  

Small & traditional - Harvest Evensong on 2nd 
October at 4pm in St Andrew’s 

  

With Beer - Harvest Auction on Tuesday 18 October at 7.30pm at 
the White Horse Quidhampton. Or book a sausage & mash meal 
before the Service (744448 to book) 
  

With Dancing - Harvest Barn Dance and Ploughmans 
Saturday 15th October 7pm with the ever popular Scrape the 
Barrel providing music and instruction. St Michael’s 

Community Centre.  
  

Ploughing the Fields and Scattering - Traditional Harvest 
Festival on Sunday October 11th at 10.30 at St Michael’s.  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 11th & 25th October 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 2nd October      19th after Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Harvest Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Harvest  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 9th  October      20th after Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Harvest Communion 
 

 Sunday 16th October      21st after Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 23rd October      Last after Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
 

Sunday 30th October      All Saints  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 6th November      3rd before Advent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

 

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 

worship and praise. All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare 

for Sunday and join the worship.  
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From the Registers 
  

Baptisms 

11th September  Henriette Moana Harnett    
 

Weddings 

10th September Richard Eric Stokes & Tessa Dawn Anstey 

     Joshua Jack Pugh & Soffia Thorsteinsdottir  
 

Funerals 

31st August   David Houghton 
6th September  Dewi Griffiths  

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue. 
Meeting on 3rd, 10th, 17th October  .   Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 11th & 25th October    Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 5th & 19th October    Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm at 41 Australian Avenue     
Contact Maureen 333847 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 

Weekday Services 
 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tue 4th October  

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 
 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 
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Sidney Cousins (1882 – 1916) 
Private, 5th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment 
 

Private Sidney Cousins, of the 5th Battalion Dorset regiment, was killed on 
26 September 1916 at the battle of the Somme.   He was 34. His body was not 
found and his name is one of 72,000 on the Thiepval memorial in France. 
 

War Service 
In 1911 Sidney Cousins was a groom at Edmondsham House, near Cranborne, 
Dorset.  This and his relationship with Bessie Rimon, a domestic servant from 
Wimborne St Giles, probably led him to join the Dorset regiment rather than the 
Wiltshires.   
It is not known exactly when Sidney enlisted but others from his family and a fellow 
servant volunteered at the beginning of the war so he probably did too, and spent 
the autumn and winter training in Lincolnshire.  The 5th was one of the “Kitchener 
Battalions” of new recruits and, like the 5th Wiltshires, sailed for Gallipoli in July 
1915.   
More men were lost to disease than warfare in that horrific campaign and all troops 
were evacuated by January 1916.  The 5th Dorsets spent what must have been a 
welcome calmer six months in Egypt digging defences for the Suez Canal but in July 
they embarked for France and the Somme.  
They were in a relatively quiet sector of the battle until orders came in September to 
relieve troops at Mouquet Farm.  The war diary simply reported: “Position found to 
be not as was thought.”  Mouquet Farm (inevitably known as Mucky Farm) was not 
deserted but partly held by the German army with huge numbers in a vast dugout 
beneath it. 
The British attacked on 26 September and faced a continuous barrage of shells, 
bombs, machine guns and snipers.  “Could not get any messages back.  All 
Company Commanders and Company Sgt Majors were knocked out early in the 
advance”.   Two officers who had re-joined the battalion were casualties of shell 
shock.    
It is not difficult to feel momentary despair behind the words: “Decided to send out 
bombing party but no bombs available”.   Neither rations nor ammunition could get 
through either but water was brought up by Company HQ staff.  When orders came 
on the afternoon of 28 September to start relief (other troops took over) it took three 
hours to reach the comparative safety of dugouts and assess casualties.  Fifteen of 
45 officers and 410 of 924 ‘other ranks’ were killed or wounded.  One of the dead 
was Sidney Cousins.   
 

Family History 
Sidney’s nephew, Stan Cousins, wrote The Quidhampton Story, first printed in 1994, 
and there cannot be a family more qualified by ancestry to know about 
Quidhampton.   There are parish records of Cousins from the early 17th century and 
descendants lived in the village until well into the 20th. 
Through all those generations the Cousins of Quidhampton were farm labourers.  
They married local women, had large healthy families (most of the children survived) 
and played their part in village and even national life, volunteering for military service 
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when required.   
Sidney’s father, John, however, first followed a different path.  When he was 18 he 
enlisted in the Royal Navy.  That was in 1860, not a time of war.  It should have been 
binding for ten years but he was back in the village in 1867 when he married 20 year 
old Jane Pulman at the newly built St John’s church.  Jane already had a two year 
old son, Henry William Pulman.  The young couple fell on hard times and in 1871 
were in the workhouse at Wilton.  It seems their second and third children were born 
there and died in infancy. 
In 1881 however they were back in Quidhampton where they lived for the rest of 
their lives.  John’s older brother Charles, married to the unusually named Turtle Kite, 
and their eight children lived close by.  
 

Life in Sidney’s time  
Sidney was born in 1882 to a more settled life with his seven surviving siblings in 
Nadder Lane.  His grandparents died before he was born but his uncle, aunt and 
cousins were in the village as he grew up.   His father had attended Quidhampton 
village school (now the Old Schoolhouse,) but Sidney went to the new St John’s 
school at Bemerton.   Money was always tight and the log book records that in 
December 1892 his mother asked whether his brother Reginald could “go out as a 
half timer.”   In 1893 Sidney was “seen at work though much underage.”   
From 1895 – 1907 the three Cousins families (brothers John and Charles, and 
George, son of Charles) appear regularly on Lady Pembroke’s Christmas Charity 
list.  Each year she gave twelve families from the parish a blanket or a coat. 
The Cousins families nevertheless played a part in community life.  They were 
always on the list of donors of harvest festival gifts published in the parish magazine, 
and in 1900 Sidney’s mother gave a penny to the fund for the extension to the 
churchyard.  The rector was very keen for everyone to give what they could afford, 
however little.   Four parishioners gave a penny each, all from Quidhampton, by far 
the poorest part of the parish. 
In July 1906 a Mrs Cousins is mentioned in connection with the Bemerton Village 
Mat Industry, set up by one of the rector’s daughters to provide employment. The 
sanctuary carpet made by Mrs Cousins won a first class certificate in a Wiltshire 
competition.  The carpet was intended for a church in Mashonaland (northern 
Zimbabwe), a country the church supported through its 
charity work.  
  
In 1901 Sidney was a general labourer.   Perhaps it was 
after his parents’ deaths in 1905 and 1906 that he 
moved away to become a groom.   That move to 
Edmondsham had other consequences too and his 
story doesn’t end with his death in France.  In 1914 his 
girlfriend Bessie Rimon gave birth to his daughter, 
Frances Emily Cousins Ryman.  Frances married and 
had a son, Denis R Bannister, to whom we are indebted 
for the photograph of him and his mother, Sidney’s 
daughter taken around 1949. 
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Who are or What is the PCC 
 

The Parochial Church Council are the Trustees of the Charity of Bemerton 
Parish. The clergy and churchwardens are ex-officio members, and we 
elect 2 or 3 new people each year to serve a 3 year term. We meet every 
other month to discuss all areas of church life - worship, mission, 
buildings, finance, community, etc.  
We are currently talking about an American missionary friend of Neil and 
Helen’s possible mission to the deaf church next autumn. We have been 
talking about our times of Listening to God and what he might be saying 
to us a church.  
We are talking about the lighting in St Michaels and working to get the 
permission to install it before Christmas!  
We are talking about the Alpha in St Johns and the new Green Team 
looking after the churchyard there.  
We have been talking about the youth charity Rise61 and their new Bike 
Hub next to the Trussell Trust Community Garden.  
The PCC are not just the trustees of St Andrews, St Michael's and St 
Johns, they are also responsible for the Friends of St. Andrews and St 
Michael’s Community Centre.  
The full minutes of meetings are always available on the noticeboard and 
on the website when its working (its a little unwell at the moment!!). 
There is always a time of worship and prayer - we want to be led by God 
in our decisions. Although it can seem like a lot about money and 
buildings - we try to have a balance between what can only be done by 
us, as PCC trustees, and what we’d rather be talking about!  
Sometimes things like PCC’s can seem like a chore, or an irritation we 
must bear in order to be part of a bigger institution. I’ve come to realise 
that if something is going to work for more than a week or two it needs 
organising and structure - that’s the way of plants and animals and the 
universe. So let’s use what we’ve got, make it work closer to how God 
would do it, and embrace the challenges as ways of transformation! 
If you are interested in joining, or 
just coming along to see what 
goes on, you’d be very welcome. 
We try to keep the governing and 
finance of the church as 
transparent and open as possible. 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take  
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed about  

your local Bemerton Heath Surgery. 
   

    Flu Clinics 
 

Are you aged 65 and over? Are you a carer? Are you currently pregnant? Or 
perhaps you suffer from one of the below listed chronic diseases: 

 

Chronic respiratory disease    Chronic heart disease 
Chronic kidney disease (stage 3, 4 or 5) Chronic liver disease 
Chronic neurological disease (including stroke and TIA) 
Diabetes        Immunosuppressed 

 

If you are registered with us, then you are entitled to a free flu vaccination. 
 

Drop in clinics will be held at Salisbury Medical Practice, Fisherton House, on the 
following dates: 

 

Saturday 1st October 09:00 – 12:00 
Saturday 8th October 09:00 – 12:00 

 

No appointment necessary. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

13th October  Trussell Trust and Shoebox appeal    Mark Ward   

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Laurence Newton  07969816999 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Caitey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 



L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 



THE WHITE HORSE AT  

QUIDHAMPTON 

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD 
REAL ALES  

ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN 
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO 

 

THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.  
SP2 9AS 

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk   
01722 744448 


