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Easter Garden at St Michael’s
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Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890
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In April I was once again privileged to host a group of ordinands in
training from the South West Ministry Training Course in Exeter. We met
in St Andrews where we talked about pastoral work and the services in
our churches and how it all fits into the life of the parish. We then made a
surprise visit to St John’s Place which was on the wish list of the
accompanying clergy and previous ordinands as they had, year by year,
been told of the process to where it is today. They were absolutely
astounded and delighted with what they found and rejoiced in our good
fortune. The last visit was to St Michael’s and the Community Centre. All
were pleased to hear of the progress made in St Michael’s and the range
of services that we offer now in a warm and light environment. They can’t
wait to see what happens next.
Our journey together ended in Jenny Thomas’ house for lunch and an
honest discussion. This visit was a wake-up call to me because I realise
that it is so easy to take things for granted and to forget to give thanks for
all the amazing things that are achieved through God continuing to bless
us. We are a parish of diversity in culture, finance and background and
yet we all bring something that is equally valued in God’s eyes. We have
the opportunity to put our talents to good use; to share what we have with
each other in so many different ways. There is always something new to
experience, new to learn and opportunities that we never dreamed of.
Our churches and parish are always in the process of metamorphosis;
changing shape and colour, direction and feeling our way forward in
mission. You would be amazed at the amount of prayer that underpins
our work; the lifting to God of our dreams, visions and heartfelt concerns.
We’re just at another turning point – the Annual Meeting – where we hear
of what’s been going on in the past year and something of what happens
next. Loyal officers will step down having served their term and they will
be replaced by others. Decisions regarding finance will give us a new
lease of life perhaps in practical ways but these practical applications
release us to concentrate on what God has in store for us. Following the
celebration of Easter, we can continue to rejoice and celebrate; being
hopeful and trusting as to what our journey with Christ will be in the
coming year.
Susan
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Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031

Congratulations to Claire Shipp who raised over £100 with her hair
cut at St Michael’s in April. Wait and see if she misses her long locks
or keeps her hair short.
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
May 5th
Vietnam & Cambodia - Reflections Helen’s
nd
June 2
Walk (or Ride) to Harnham
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747
Other Dates
May 2nd
PCC Meeting Poppy Room 7.30pm
May 10th LPA’s meeting Jenny’s 7.30pm
May 25th Archdeacons Visitation Wilton Church 7.30pm
This is when the Churchwardens are admitted by the Archdeacon
Saturday 1st July Neil’s Ordination Cathedral 4.30pm followed by a
4 party at the Community Centre

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Learning to Draw
Alan Winstanley will guide you through some basic techniques at the
Community Centre Poppy Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30
in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting
or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool,
patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners
or experienced
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 9th May
Sausages in onion gravy with mash, carrots and cabbage
followed by jelly and ice cream

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 9th & 30th May
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am
More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 5

Thought for the Month
Ecclesiastes 3. 1 -22 : There is a time for everything and a
season for every activity under the sun.
Ecclesiastes is part of those writings in the Bible known as the
“Wisdom literature” – collections of proverbs, wise sayings and
shrewd practical advice on how to manage daily life as rightliving and God-fearing people. The earliest Wisdom writings are
from the time of King Solomon in the 10th century BC, but
Ecclesiastes is thought to have been written during all the
questioning and developing of new insights and understandings
about God and his ways that followed Israel’s captivity, exile and
repatriation in the 5th century BC.
This passage speaks of there being a right time for things...a
right time in the year for sowing and planting - or in England for
turning off the heating and changing the winter duvet for the
summer one ... a right time in life for starting work, taking a
new career direction and retiring – and for many other things.
At the moment, having just completed the redecorating of every
room in my house that I began when I retired from work 14
years ago, I have been doing a lot of sorting out and discarding
of belongings - and verse 6 is very relevant to me : ” a time to
keep and a time to throw away.” Yes there was a time when it
was totally sensible and emotionally right to treasure and keep
certain things; but now is a time to simplify and part with them.
This wisdom of knowing the right time, God’s time for things to
happen, is something that Jesus understood, lived by and
mentioned frequently. “My time has not yet come” he says
when urged by his mother to “do something” to save the
situation at the wedding in Cana. And chapter after chapter we
see the word “time” on Jesus’ lips. “The time is coming – and
has now come” he says of what is beginning to unfold spiritually.
He sighs as he asks his disciples how they can read the signs of
when rain is coming or harvest is near, but be so oblivious of the
time they are at in God’s purposes of salvation! Or be so
uncomprehending of what Jesus is talking about as he carefully
chooses the moment to head to Jerusalem and orchestrates his
entry on a donkey, his teaching in the temple, his last meal with
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his disciples and the hour when he would be found and arrested
in Gethsemane so that his inevitable crucifixion would happen at
Passover time. And we too need to learn to wait on God and
understand the right time for his plans for us to unfold in our
lives.
Gillian

George Herbert Evenings
Tuesday 16 May at 7.00pm in St Andrew's Church
"Sev'n whole dayes, not one in seven".
Talk by Revd Canon Eric Woods DL, Vicar of Sherborne.
An exploration of what a service would have looked like in
George Herbert's time.
Bookings: 01722 321771.

Thursday 6 July at 7.00pm in St. Andrew's Church
"Licenced for the Presse".
George Herbert's 'Temple' and other 17th-century literary manuscripts in
the Bodleian Library. Talk by Michael Webb, Curator of Early Modern
Archives & Manuscripts at the Bodleian Library. Michael is an archivist and
a historian and will talk about the context of George Herbert's manuscript
with reference to other 17th century holdings in the Bodleian Library.
Bookings: 01722 330295.
Events are free with a retiring collection. Booking is required for numbers.
Details to Follow……….

Friday 18 August at 7.00pm at Wilton House Restaurant
An Evening with Timothy West.
Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
11th May
Life after Iran (2)
Sandra Simmonds
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman
Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 7th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

4th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 14th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

5th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 21st May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

6th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 28th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

7th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 4th June
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

Pentecost
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Weekday Services
Monday to Thursday 9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
Every Thursday
12 noon St Michael’s Communion
Every Friday
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
Tuesday 2nd May
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
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Communion
Communion
Communion

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion

St John’s Place - Alpha Course Plus
Following on from the Alpha Course a small group will be continuing to
meet on Thursday evenings at St John’s Place from 7-9pm. It is a
chance to share a simple meal, talk about God, the Bible, and pray.
All are welcome. It is helpful but not essential to let Andrew & Susie
(01722 326518) or Nick & Elspeth (01722 324880) know if you are
coming.

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm.
Meetings on 1st, 8th, 15th,22nd May.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
Meetings on 9th & 23rd May.
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
Meeting on 10th & 24th May.
Contact Susan 01980 652751
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.
Next meeting 4th May.
Contact Maureen 333847

From the Registers
Funerals
23rd March
27th March

Geraldine Case
Phyllis Joan Sheldon

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of
prophetic prayer and praise.
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church either very week or
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
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This month we have two biographies of Bemerton’s dead from the first World
War.
William Henry Hayter 1893 – 1917
Private 2nd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment
Private William Hayter, aged 23, was killed on 9th April 1917 on the first day of
the attack on the Hindenburg line. He was buried in Bucquoy Road Cemetery
near Ficheux but later rearrangements, including bringing in burials from
surrounding battlefields, meant not all the graves could be identified. William
Hayter’s name is one of 23 on a special memorial for those known to be buried
in an unidentified grave.
Family Background
As with many of the servicemen who are being remembered, William’s family
came from outside the parish, originally from Tisbury then Swallowcliffe where
his maternal grandfather was Landlord of the Royal Oak. His father was born
in Swallowcliffe and later moved to Quidhampton (2 Tinkerpit Hill) and then
Lower Bemerton (Elm Cottage - Just West of the bend).
Willie lived in at least five houses and four villages before he was fourteen and
presumably went to school in Fovant and Bemerton. In 1911, when he was 17,
he was a ‘domestic under-gardener’ so he could have worked for the rector, or
at any of the large houses in the village or beyond.
Military service
Willie was 20 when war began and his medal records show he was not part of
the first campaign in France. There is no way of knowing whether he
volunteered later or whether he was conscripted.
The 2nd Battalion, a regular battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment, spent the entire
war in France and Flanders, fighting from trenches. Twice their losses were so
severe they became part of a composite battalion.
At the end of 1916 they were south of Arras, which was to be part of the next
big combined action, a diversionary offensive to draw German troops away
from a French attack. The 2nd Wiltshires were part of the attack on the
Hindenburg Line on 9 April. They captured two villages but suffered heavy
casualties on open land in front of the Line. “The ranks of the attackers were
considerably depleted” by the time they got to the wire which, despite intense
artillery bombardment the previous day, was not sufficiently damaged to allow
them to enter the trenches. The few remaining officers collected the 90
unwounded men and consolidated a position in a sunken road until they were
relieved.
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Total casualties were 16 officers and 353 other ranks. The next day a
volunteer party went back and picked up ten men who had been wounded, but
Willie Hayter was not among them. Thinking he would have a known grave his
mother, Lucy, chose the words “Our own loved Willie” for his headstone. The
battle of Arras was eventually counted as a British success but casualties were
very high.

Harold Alfred Stone 1894 - 1917
Private 7th Battalion Wiltshire regiment
Private Harold Stone, age 22, was killed on 25 April 1917 while fighting in
Greece, close to the Macedonian border. His body was never found and he is
commemorated on the memorial in Doiran military cemetery, near the shore of
Lake Doiran.
Family Background
Harold Stone’s parents were from Fordingbridge and Milton, on the edge of the
New Forest. His father was one of 11 children many of whom were at one time
agricultural labourers. All but one gradually left farm work but stayed in the
South Hampshire / Dorset area. Harold’s parents moved to Salisbury in 1891
and lived in Gigant Street. His father had his own business as Albert Stone and
Co. Grocers. He later became an insurance agent and then a grocers assistant
with the So-operative Society and moved to 5 Bright’s Villas, Bemerton.
Harold Alfred Stone
Harold was the seventh of the nine children, and went to St Martin’s school,
although his two younger brothers went to Bemerton St John’s where the
youngest won a prize for ‘best kept garden plot’ in 1916. By the time they
moved to Bemerton Harold was an apprentice bootmaker, a good position but,
like so many others, his apprenticeship would never be completed.
Military service
1914 and 1915 Harold volunteered in 1914, aged 20, and was allocated to the
7th Wiltshire battalion, one of three formed from the new recruits. A long period
of training followed: and stories of an initial lack of equipment and uniforms.
Finally, on 22 September 1915, the battalion sailed for France. It was a very
different war to the one envisaged when the men volunteered but it was to be
nearly a year before they took part in front line combat. First the battalion was
held in reserve at the battle of Loos. ‘Instruction in the trenches' began for
officers on 28 October but just as they were about to take over the front line
they were posted to Greece. Bulgaria had joined the war on 11 October. 29
officers and 905 other ranks boarded HMS Hannibal at Marseilles on 13
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November. The weather changed from ‘cold and wet’ to ‘fine and hot’ and
there must have been some pleasure in sailing across the Mediterranean.
Arriving in Greece on 21 November they camped on hills outside Salonika to
construct defences against expected attacks.
1916 The work on defences continued. In April brigade exercises were
introduced but otherwise the men dug trenches until the middle of June with
one five day break for road making. On 21 June a month’s training began after
which the battalion, with a machine gun section, moved to the front line at
Kalinova. Their first four deaths in action came on 22 August when an isolated
attack by the Bulgarians was defeated. In October the battalion moved to the
front line facing the town of Doiran where they improved the trenches and
dugouts and were often shelled though with few losses.
1917 In January battalion baths were opened where 60 men could bathe at
one time. The Bulgarians became more active and there were regular
casualties, about one death a week. In early April the battalion was withdrawn
for training for their long-awaited attack preceded by days of heavy
bombardment and wire cutting.
The assault on the Bulgarian front line began on the evening of 24th April.
The battalion was met with devastating fire, from trenches packed with troops.
In places the barbed wire remained uncut. The war diary records: “The
company was forced to lie down in shell holes in front of the wire. A few got
into the enemy trenches but were not seen again. By this time all the officers
had become casualties.” They were ordered to withdraw. The next day was
quiet after dawn and the enemy “did not interfere” when stretcher parties
brought the wounded in.
Harold Stone was one of 116 from the
battalion who lost their lives that night, a night
of great violence and loss that brought to an
end the battalion’s ‘lucky run’ of war service.
Subsequent family history
Three of Harold’s brothers also served in the
war; their stories will be told later.
Three sisters and one brother moved away
from the area. Two of Harold’s great nieces
and a great nephew live locally.
The picture is from 1925 in a garden in St
Andrew’s Road and is of Harold’s mother,
brother, sister-in-law and baby niece.
Research and writing by Wendy Lawrence
and Bea Tilbrook
12

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed.
Wiltshire Sight will be
running a drop in
session every other month at Salisbury
Medical Practice! A sight advisor will be
available to offer advice about their
charity and give information about how
they can support you or a loved one.
10am-12pm, 2nd Tuesday of every other
month, launching Tuesday 9th May.

Animating the Archive: A creative
dance project for people with
dementia & their carers.

If you or your organisation would like to
hold a support café or drop in at
Salisbury Medical Practice, please email
katy.gillingham@nhs.net or call 01722
333034.

Three of the five free sessions will
be taking place at Salisbury
Medical Practice on Monday 15
May at 2.15 - 3.30pm and
Thursday 18 May at 2.15 - 3.30pm
and 3.45 - 5.15pm.

Join us for one session or all five as
we create movement inspired by
the Cathedral’s fascinating archive
spanning 900 centuries - from
medieval books to modern
photographs.

We are celebrating Carer’s Week with a
For more information or to book
Carer’s Open Day – Friday 16th of June
please call Rebecca Seymour on
at 10am – 1pm at Fisherton House. You
07950324414.
do not need to be registered with the
Surgery to attend this event.
***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
each month or send me items by email: hilaryabird@btinternet.com
June Magazine - 18th May
Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curates
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Revd Neil Robinson (split role also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

Laurence Newton

07969816999

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Caitey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

THE WHITE HORSE AT
QUIDHAMPTON

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH
A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL
ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD
WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK
LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS

01722 744448

Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings

L.R. Weedon
Joinery
Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects

With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen

carpentry & joinery work

£12 per hour

from kitchen installation to

slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

hand crafted woodwork

of bespoke

102 The Hollows
Wilton
To book a one off party or regular SP2 0JE
01722 743939
activity contact the school on
07970407384
322848.
leonweedon@hotmail.com
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EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award
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