
1 

 Bemerton Outreach  
St Andrew’s 
      St John’s 
          St Michael’s 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Allanah’s Charity Coffee Morning 

 
See page 4 

July 2017 
25p 



2 

L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 
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Somewhere in the world there are always tragic and violent events 
happening, but recently they have been closer to home than is 
comfortable. I grew up in London, travelling across London Bridge on the 
bus to school every day – and spent my university years in Manchester – 
so all the streets and buildings on our television screens last month were 
very familiar, well loved places to me. 

But near or far, well known or unknown, we would have to be heartless 
not to feel for those caught up in it all, personally affected by what has 
taken place; and to be deeply sad that this beautiful world we live in is so 
far from being the kingdom of love and peace and right relationships 
between people that it could and should be. 

At the centre of the Christian gospel is the invitation to us to let God 
change our hearts and minds and to join in his loving kindness and 
compassion towards us all. The small acts of kindness – visiting someone 
who is lonely or unwell, giving to support charitable work, listening with 
empathy to those around us – are all part of it. And so is making our 
church here a safe and welcoming place for the local community – and a 
place where others can find a relationship with God for themselves. 

That may seem a hopeless way to fight the battle against all the dark 
forces of evil that we are only too aware of in the world ... just as Jesus 
dying on a cross - and building His church on the faith and trust in Him of 
a handful of fallible, ordinary people - may seem a hopeless plan for 
rescuing this world from the powers of darkness. But that was and is 
God’s plan. And He has a part for each of us to play in it.  

Back in those long ago student days I had a friend who tried to persuade 
me that prayer was powerless and ineffective - and that the only practical 
response to the threat to world safety of nuclear warfare, was to join in 
ban-the-bomb marches and demos. She didn’t convince me then. And all 
these years later, I am even more sure that prayer and trust in God’s 
wisdom is the only answer to all the problems and woes of the world and 
of each of us personally.                 Gillian                                                                                                                                    
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Monday to Friday  
 11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

July 7th   Summer Meal Susan’s 

No meeting in August 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

Well done and Thanks….. 
Alannah Smigielska-Phillips with help from Sasha Smigielska-Phillips and 

others ran a coffee morning at the Community Centre on 10th June to 

raise money for the Cancer Research Charity Planets - which is based at 

Southampton Hospital. Allannah’s Mum Louisa is currently being treated 

there.  

I am very proud of Alannah of how much she has achieved, she has worked 

so hard in sending emails to get prizes donated for the amazing coffee 

morning raffle. We would like to say thanks so much for everyone's 

support in this and the donations they gave ..  

So far over £2000 has been raised.      Clare 
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday  11th July 
 

chicken casserole with veg followed by rice pudding  

Learning to Draw 

Alan Winstanley will guide you through some basic techniques at the 

Community Centre Poppy Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 11th & 25th July 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30 

in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting 

or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool, 

patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners 

or experienced 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

Ordination Party 

Neil will be Ordained on Saturday 1st July in the Cathedral at 4.30pm. 

It’s a reason for another Party which will be in the Community Centre 

from 6.30pm.  
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Thought for the Month  John’s Gospel 

I’m falling in love with John’s gospel at the moment. I confess that 

when I was young I didn’t really like John - it was too different from 
the “synoptic” gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. The order 
everything happens is different, Jesus seems a bit different too - 
talks a lot more. There’s no last supper bit where he says - take, eat, 

and there’s a lot less healings and miracles. On the other hand, the 
first chapter is very cool - in the beginning was the word. It was ages 
before someone told me that John is writing in code - word means 

Jesus. Re-read the first bit again and see what John is saying. And if 
you want to know more, he uses “word”, or logos in greek, because 

it ties into their philosophy of the nature of things. Then when I was 

a curate I confessed my ignorance of John to one of the congregation 
and they bought me a commentary - which is a kind of verse by 
verse guide. Wow! It opened my eyes. So there are all sorts of 
themes that John plays with - light and dark, up and down - the 

“baddies” do things in the dark, up is in Jerusalem and temple, and 
down is in the regions round about. Then there’s 3 days - Jesus stays 
with the woman at the well for 3 days, its the 3rd day of the wedding 

feast at Cana, Lazarus is 3 days in the tomb. John’s gospel is like a 
puzzle or a pattern - and you can see how he weaves ideas and 
words in and out to try to teach us. Then the 7 miracles are called 

“signs” in John  - and each one is actually trying to teach us 
something particular, and then there are the 7 “I am” sayings. John 
likes his 3’s and 7’s and numbers and puzzles.  

So John is a gospel that the more you read it and study it, the more 

you notice and see. Like a meal where you keep finding new flavours 
and tastes and textures, or a view where you keep seeing more and 
more. In fact, several of the greatest theologians that have ever 

lived have started writing a commentary on John, and died before 
they finished it!! One of them wrote 6 million words and only got to 

chapter 5!! 

Anyway what I have recently discovered is the conversations. So we 
all love the woman at the well in Chapter 4 - they have this great 
conversation where she keeps missing the point (deliberately? 
flirting?) and Jesus ends up by saying he’s the messiah. Then I 

noticed the conversation in Chapter 3 - with Nicodemus - someone 
else who’s not sure who Jesus is, or how to respond. Then there’s the 
healing at the pool in Chapter 5 - a conversation about following 
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Jesus, and the man who is healed certainly doesn’t become a disciple 
but goes off to report Jesus to the Pharisees. How different from the 
conversation and healing in Chapter 9 - the man born blind. Who not 

only sees spiritually and physically, but also responds, believes, gives 
testimony and bears witness.. and is like a model disciple. So there’s 
more to this pattern and other clues to be looked at, so excuse me 

while I go back to John’s - its amazing! 
                Simon 

George Herbert Evenings 
 

Thursday 6 July at 7.00pm in St. Andrew's Church  
"Licenced for the Presse".    
 

George Herbert's 'Temple' and other 17th-century literary 
manuscripts in the Bodleian Library.  Talk by Michael Webb, 
Curator of Early Modern Archives & Manuscripts at the Bodleian 
Library.   Michael is an archivist and a historian and will talk about the 
context of George Herbert's manuscript with reference to other 17th 
century holdings in the Bodleian Library.    
This event is free with a retiring collection. Booking is required for 
numbers. 01722 330295.   
 

Friday 18 August at 7.00pm at Wilton House (Palladian Restaurant)  
‘My Utmost Art’ -  An Evening with Timothy West.  
We are delighted to welcome actor and director Timothy West, who will 
reflect on the life and works of George Herbert, and read some of his 
poems and extracts from his other writings.  The programme will also 
include musical settings of Herbert’s verse and music of his period, played 
by the brilliant young lutenist Sam Brown. 
We invite you to join us for this special event at Wilton House, a place so 
closely associated with George Herbert through his kinship with the Earls 
of Pembroke. 
Followed by refreshments. 
Admission by ticket only - £10—from Salisbury Playhouse 
You can book in person at the theatre, on line, or by telephone - the Box 
Office number is 01722 320333  www.salisburyplayhouse.com 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 2nd July       3rd after Trinity   

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 6 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

 

Sunday 9th July       4th after Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

  

 Sunday 16th July      5th after Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 

 

Sunday 23rd July      6th after Trinity   

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

 

Sunday 30th July      7th after Trinity   

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

 

Sunday 6th August      8th after Trinity   

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 6 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
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House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm. 
Meetings on 3rd, 10th, and 17th July .  Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
           Contact Laurence 556530.    

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 5th & 19th July.     Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.  
Next meeting 6th July.           Contact Maureen 333847 

From the Registers 
 

Baptisms   

18th June  Morgan Domenic Sidney Curtis 
 

Weddings 

10th June  Martin Nicholas Edwin Crofts & Victoria Louise Allan  

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 

prophetic prayer and praise.  

All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.  

Weekday Services 
 

Monday to Thursday 9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

Every Thursday   12 noon  St Michael’s Communion   

Every Friday    10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tuesday 4th July  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 
 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme 
If you need a lift to Church either very week or 
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her 
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.  
  

Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667 



10 

Update on St John’s 
 

The newly refurbished St John’s has now been open for just over a year, 
and I wanted to update you about groups and activities. The school are  
the main user (and pay handsomely for it too) - having it 2 mornings a 
week and 5 afternoons. It is wonderful to have the assembly there, using 
the big projector and screen, and plenty of space for parents. Its been 
warm in winter and cool in summer and it makes such a difference. They 
have also used it for drama and some PE. The initial ideas of music 
lessons and so on haven’t happened because we haven’t got a second 
break-out room (the south aisle) and also it takes a while for teachers to 
imagine what to do in the space and plan it into their work. After school 
each day its Poppins  - the after school club. This is a good space for 
them to do craft and imagination play, and we’re glad of their support too.  
Every Friday is a drop in coffee and exercise and community get together 
time - all welcome - between 10 and 12. Wednesday nights once a month 
is the film club - which is a fantastic experience - to see the films on such 
a screen and in such a setting, and great value at £6, and there’s wine on 
offer too! There are exercise classes on 2 nights a week as well, but the 
community choir has dropped out - I’m not sure why as it was well 
attended, but I’m sure we’ll find something to fill it soon. The centre is 
managed by Shelley Wood, and there is a caretaker - Gerhard, and a 
cleaner. This first year we have been able to pay their salaries and break 
even, thanks to a Lottery Grant we had at start up, but next year we have 
to earn it ourselves. Our main way of doing this is from wedding 
receptions and weekend hirers who want a quality venue. We have over a 
dozen of these booked in for the rest of the year, and so far they have 
gone very well. 
On the church side of things it has been amazing to be back in St Johns 
to take weddings and do baptisms - there is such an atmosphere of joy 
and peace in the place. Ten years ago we were doing 20 weddings a year, 
because of the uncertainty of the future and the poor state of the building 
that dwindled to 5 or so a year. This year we have 14, and already lots 
booked in for next year and 2019! There is also the green shoots of a new 
church or congregation. After the Alpha than ran there last autumn, a 
group of 15 or so meet for a meal and bible study and prayer. Its called St 
Johns Fellowship, and anyone is welcome. The hope is that we will run 
more Alpha’s, the group will grow, until one day we can start up a Sunday 
congregation again! 
There is still much work to be done and money to be raised - the new 
glass porch door needs £7,000, the south aisle screen is still not 
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Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 

Hands Talk & Jumble  
As you know that I am involved with an outreach ministry with the local deaf 
community, I help run Hands Talk Gathering's coffee morning once every 
month at St. Thomas's House.  
On Thursday 13th July, we will have a Jumble Sale at St Thomas’s House to 
help raise money for this group. If anyone can help with the event it would be 
lovely to see the community being entwined to help bridge the gap between 
deaf and hearing communities.  
To donate the items, email Rev. Neil Robinson deafpriest.salisbury@gmail.com 
or Mrs. Kerry Leader (kerryleader@hotmail.com) to arrange to drop the 
unwanted items off at their homes. 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm   

2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

approved by the conservation officer and has more than trebled in cost 
because of his requirements and is now around £30,000. The main glass 
screen between nave and chancel is also around £30,000. But the main 
thing is that the building is open and used every day by all sorts of folk 
from the community, and its finance and future is secure.  
Praise God for this miracle.         Simon 

SJP Fellowship 

A group which meets on Thursday evenings at St John's Place 7-9pm. A 
chance to share a simple meal, explore the Bible and Christian faith 
together, and to pray. Everyone welcome. It is helpful, though not 
essential, to let Andrew & Susie (01722 326518) or Nick & Elspeth (01722 
324880) know you are coming 

Ride & Stride is back. 

Note the date - Saturday September 9th. You can Ride or Stride between 

Churches or help welcome Riders & Striders to our Parish.  

 - more details to follow next month.  

mailto:deafpriest.salisbury@gmail.com
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Walter Inkpen 1886 – 1917 
Army Service Corps 
  
Private Walter Inkpen died of wounds in France on 27 July 1917 and 
was buried in the Menin Road South Military Cemetery 
Family History 
Walter Inkpen’s family were from Dorset.  His grandfather William became a 
farm bailiff and then had his own farm, his father was a carter and groom but 
he too became a farm bailiff and then a farmer.   He and his wife Annie, 
daughter of a Scottish miner, had nine children, two of whom died in infancy.  
Walter was their sixth child, and the only one born in Stratford-sub-Castle 
where the family had moved for work.  By 1892 they had settled in the 
Fordingbridge area which was where Walter went to school and started work.    
Moving to Bemerton 
Walter’s oldest brother, William, was in the Army Pay Corps and in 1906 was 
posted to Salisbury.  He and his wife, Annie, moved to 2 Southside, St 
Andrews Road where they had three children, all baptised at St John’s. 
Walter was a grocer’s clerk and assistant in Fordingbridge until 1909 when he 
opened a small grocer’s shop in St Andrews Road.    
By 1912 their parents were also living in Bemerton and also opened a grocery 
shop at 223 Wilton Road, known as The Stores, Skew Bridge.    
Life in the army 
In February 1915 Walter volunteered for the army. He was five feet six and a 
quarter inches tall, had a chest measurement of 35 inches, blue eyes and 
brown hair and weighed 154 lbs. He described himself as a clerk and joined 
the Army Supply Corps (ASC). Some of Walter’s service record survives.  He 
sailed from Southampton in September 1915 and so was awarded the 15 star 
for those who saw active service before 1916.  He was allocated to ASC 
supply which included the provision of food, petrol and lubricants, fuel and 
light, hospital supplies and disinfectants.   
Apart from 12 days home leave in November 1916 Walter was on active 
service throughout with no recorded period of sickness.  In June 1917, after 
the battle of Messines Ridge, he was transferred to the 3

rd
 Army Australian 

Division.  They were preparing to take part in the 3
rd

 battle of Ypres due to 
begin on 31 July but on 27 July there was a report from the 96

th
 Field 

Ambulance that Walter Inkpen had died of wounds received in action. 
Field ambulances were not vehicles but mobile front line medical units, 
manned by the Royal Army Medical Corps.  At full strength a field ambulance 
would be have 10 officers and 224 men, including some from the ASC. 
Walter’s body lies in the Menin Road South Military Cemetery in Belgium.  His 
mother chose “Peace, perfect peace” to be inscribed on his headstone. 
Later family history 
No contact has been made with close family members but older readers may 
remember the shop that Walter’s parents ran near Skew Bridge. 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775    

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this 
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed. 
 
 

 

 

New! Salisbury Coffee and Cake 
A chance for anyone affected by 

Parkinson’s disease to meet others and 
receive advice from members of 

Parkinson’s UK. 
Free tea, coffee and cake will be 

provided. 
 

2nd Monday of each month 
2pm – 3pm 

The Wylye Room, Salisbury Medical 
Practice, SP2 7FD. 

 
You do not need to be registered as a 

patient to attend.  
Contact Katy on 01722 333034 or 
katy.gillingham@nhs.net for more 

information. 

A Health Trainer runs a drop in 
session at Salisbury Medical 
Practice on 1st Thursday of every 
month between 10am – 12pm. 
Pop in to speak to her about 
weight loss, exercise plans, alcohol 
consumption or general wellbeing.   

 

If you or your organisation would 
like to hold a support café or drop 
in at Salisbury Medical Practice, 
please email 
katy.gillingham@nhs.net or call 
01722 333034. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

further details from the Secretary   

Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:katy.gillingham@nhs.net
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Rector 

Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s        St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Laurence Newton  07969816999  Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  

Manager  Caitey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 
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EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890 

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 
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Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

 

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH  

A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL  

ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD 

 

WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK 

 

LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS 

01722 744448 

THE WHITE HORSE AT 

QUIDHAMPTON 


