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L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 
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OUTREACH 

Issue No: 1604 

BEMERTON  

January 2017 

 

2016 was an amazing year for the Parish of Bemerton.  St John’s Place 
opened its doors to welcome in the community, the school and many of its 
friends, old and new.  It has become a source of new life for the parish in 
a warm, inviting building that has seen, with the amazing help of Shelley 
Wood, its manager, so many different activities from being used by 
Bemerton St John School, for baptisms, weddings and funerals, 
Christmas Fair and Concert, zumba classes, keep fit, and so much more.  
The year ended with the Parish Midnight Mass returning once more to 
Bemerton St John.  You will all have your special moments of stepping 
into a refurbished church building that hold memories from bygone years 
and is now making new memories and stepping into the future. 

St Andrew’s Church continues to be a place of solace and prayer; an 
oasis from the day’s difficulties with its doors being open every day to 
welcome the friend and the stranger.  Services are held on Fridays and 
Sundays and this will continue into the New Year. 

And what about St Michael’s and the Community Centre?  While all the 
money was being raised for St John’s Place, many prayers were being 
said for this church.  Being without heating for two winters, and only 
having standby lighting wasn’t without its problems but the congregation 
didn’t give up because they knew that God was moving in that place too.  
So much to be thankful for; heating and water problems solved, a warm 
church, lighting only installed just in time to celebrate Christmas and we 
mustn’t forget the Community Centre which is gradually taking on a new 
face and being used more and more as is Coffee and Chat Cafe 
continuing to be a meeting place for the church and community. 

All of this has been happening while the world seems to have been in a 
giant tumble drier with everything that at once seemed calm and normal, 
being turned on its head over and over again.  Countries and 
governments seem to have great difficulty in retaining peace and justice 
and even democracy seems fragile in these turbulent times.  As 
Christians we remember the story of our Saviour’s birth and rejoice in the 
knowledge that He is part of our lives; He blesses us and gives us new 
life. 

Amidst all our celebrations, as we come into 2017, we can’t push into the 
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Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat 

Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities. Some 

wool, patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners or experienced 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

background our brothers and sisters, who continue to suffer in war torn 
countries like Syria and Afghanistan; those who flee taking the greatest 
risks to escape the terror in their own country and seek sanctuary; those 
who are tortured and killed for their faith who, if we’re not careful, just 
become a statistic; the children and the wounded who have no food, life 
saving medicines and treatment.  You will have your own charities and 
causes that you support but our prayer needs to be for all of God’s people 
at home and abroad throughout the year. 

Let’s continue to pray; to ask God for His healing of the nations and peace 
and justice to reign.  Let’s make a promise in 2017 to not only spend time 
in prayer but also to stop and listen for what it is He wants to say to us.  
There will be opportunities to engage with that early in the year.  Jesus 
never forgets or lets us down and always has time for people and that is 
something we can emulate.  May we be the blessing to others that Jesus 
wants us to be every single day.  Joy to the World, the King has come!  
Happy New Year to you all.           Susan 
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Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 
Re-opening on Wednesday 4th January 

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday  10th January 
 

Cottage pie, with carrots and cabbage, apple pie and cream 

Learning to Draw 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide 

you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 10th & 24th January 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 
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Thought for the Month  —  Matthew 2 vs 11 

 
The wise men from the East who 
came to worship the new born Jesus 
did not, as far as we know, use words 

either in the language of Joseph and 
Mary or their own mother tongue. 
Their worship is described as 
expressed in other ways...by bowing 
down, and by opening up their 

treasures and presenting rare and 
costly gifts. 

When I first became aware of God’s presence as a not-yet-
teenage girl I didn’t know any prayers or have the words to 

express the deep worship I felt. Instead, I just did what the first 
hymn that ever meant anything to me said: “Worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness. Bow down before Him, His glory 
proclaim. With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, kneel 
and adore Him: the Lord is His Name” ...and with that wordless 

act of kneeling, intentionally offered all that was in my heart. 

The Old Testament is full of such wordless ways of worshipping 
God. Some, like sacrificing living creatures, seem very strange 
and uncultural to us. But there are many that are easier to 

understand like receiving God’s touch in being anointed with oil; 
and offering beautiful things (Exodus 35.20 -30) the very best 
we can craft or grow. Creating a beautiful flower arrangement or 
other visual work of art are still ways we can express our 

worship.  

Then there is sound and movement “Let them rejoice in their 
Maker... and praise His Name with dancing; and make music to 
Him with tambourine and harp” (Psalm 149). Clapping, waving, 
blowing trumpets, clashing cymbals all get mentioned. And, 

deliberately obeying the command to stand back from daily 
work, be still and enjoy Sabbath time resting in His peace. 
Words are not always needed for God to speak to us or us to 
Him.  
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And British Sign Language is teaching many of us not just to 

communicate with those who cannot hear or use spoken 
language, but to express our worship to God in deeper, more 
direct ways. And to find in them a means of saying more fully 
those things for which words have always been inadequate.                                                                                                                                                

                Gillian 

***Magazine Articles***  

There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check 

sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:  

hilaryabird@btinternet.com    February Magazine - 15th January 

St John’s Place - After Alpha 

Following on from the Alpha Course a small group will be continuing to 

meet on Thursday evenings at St john’s Place for a simple meal, fel-

lowship and discussion of what Christian faith is all about. Other are 

welcome to join and the first meeting is January 12th. 

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue. 
Meeting on 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th January   Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 10th & 24th January      Contact Laurence 
556530.  
  

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 11th & 25th January    Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm. Next meeting 19th 
January at Carol’s.            Contact Maureen 333847 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 

St Michael's Angels 
 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

Check with Linda for details of Jan meeting 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 1st January      2nd of Christmas  
    No St Andrew's Service at 8 am 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 8th January      1st of Epiphany  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
  

 Sunday 15th January      2nd of Epiphany  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 22nd January      3rd of Epiphany  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
 

Sunday 29th January      4th of Epiphany  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 5th February      4th before Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme 
If you need a lift to Church either very week or 
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her 
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.  
  

Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667 
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From the Registers 
  

Funerals 
2nd December  Laura Dorothy Francis  

Weekday Services 
 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tue 3rd January  

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 
 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 

Weekend Together - at Home 
On the weekend of January 27th to 29th we are holding a Parish 

Weekend where we can spend time 

together as a church family. Time for 

Prayer, teaching, chatting, meals 

together, fun and games.  

All without the cost of staying away, 

travelling and risking icy roads and snow. 

From Friday evening meal until Sunday 

afternoon. Look out for details as they 

are finalised. 

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 

worship and praise. All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare 

for Sunday and join the worship.  
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Reginald Harry Hibberd 1896-1917 
Private 5th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment 
 
Private Reginald Hibberd, age 21, was killed in action in 
Mesopotamia on 25 January 1917, another casualty of the 5th Battalion in the 
war against the Turks.  His is one of the 4621 graves in Amara War Cemetery, 
Iraq.  
 

Family history: three generations 
Reginald Hibberd was born in Burcombe where Hibberds had lived since the 
18th century.  His ancestors were from his maternal line because his 
grandmother, Caroline, did not marry.  She had two children baptised James 
Bailey Hibberd and George Bailey Hibberd. Caroline was forced to work to 
support her children, she went to London as a live-in servant, leaving the boys 
with her parents, Elias and Susan Hibberd. Caroline returned to Burcombe with 
TB and died in 1878, and Elias died the next year. 
The widowed Susan Hibberd seems to have been a resourceful woman and by 
1881 she was the postmistress and grandsons James and George, aged 18 
and 15, were farm labourers.  Susan died in 1889, aged sixty.   
 

Childhood 
Later that year James Bailey Hibberd married Caroline Hazzard, from another 
Burcombe family.  They went on to have three children: Alice, Percy and 
Reginald.   
Reginald and Percy appear to have done well at school, winning prizes 
presented by the Countess of Pembroke for attendance and good conduct.  
Family life was disrupted, however, in October 1909 when their father, James, 
was admitted to the Wiltshire County asylum at Devizes. Three months later 
‘pauper’ was written beside his name in the register. Back in Burcombe 
Reginald’s mother, Caroline, now on her own with three children, showed the 
same resourcefulness as his great-grandmother and became the sub 
postmistress.   
In 1911 census returns show Reginald still living in Burcombe with his brother, 
sister and mother. The next record that can be found is that of his death 
hundreds of miles away in Mesopotamia. 
 

Army service 
It is not known whether Reginald volunteered or was conscripted.   His medal 
card shows he was not on active service until 1916, the year conscription was 
introduced.  If he was conscripted he would not have joined the battalion until 
the early summer of 1916; if a volunteer he would have joined earlier in the 
year. 
In January 1916 the 5th battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment was resting in Egypt 
after retreating from the Dardanelles.  750 reinforcements arrived to replace 
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the men lost.   
In February 1916 they sailed for Basra, then went by river to Amara.  After the 
unsuccessful attempt to relieve the siege of Kut the battalion was left with only 
413 men and returned to Amara in May.  More reinforcements were sent, some 
were fresh recruits with only three months training, others were men collected 
from hospitals in Egypt.  Within 10 days 40% of the latter were back in hospital.    
In December plans for an assault on the Turkish front line were drawn up.  The 
battalion marched through torrential rain and mud to within shelling distance, 
then worked at digging and improving defensive trenches.  One was called 
Swindon Street. 
The war diary says that on Christmas Day the men “had their Christmas dinner 
in their trenches, in addition to gifts a very good ration (rum) was issued and all 
were in splendid spirits.”  There was no truce but the day was fine and dry; a 
Turkish shell wounded one man. 
It became colder with ‘pouring rain and biting wind’ but work continued, day 
and night. The battalion was specially commended for excellent work in trying 
circumstances, the ground being ‘an absolute network of liquorice root’. 
Everyone knew a big attack was coming and on 24 January 1917 “all was 
ready”.  The commander recorded that  “the spirits of all Ranks were 
particularly buoyant, all appearing quite confident.” 
The attack on 25 January was regarded as successful and a series of enemy 
positions were captured.  The men were surprised to find the Turkish trenches 
were sturdy and very well made.  Thirty eight men from the 5th battalion were 
killed that day, one of them being Reginald Hibberd. 
 

Commemoration 
Reginald’s army record states that he was the son of James Bailey and 
Caroline Lucas Hibberd, of 2 Roman Place, Gorringe Road, Salisbury in the 
parish of Bemerton, meaning his name could be on St John’s memorial.  In the 
Commonwealth War Graves commission memorial book his entry begins: 
“Born in Burcombe”.  Even though his mother had moved away Burcombe was 
very important to the family. 
Reginald’s name is also on the roll of honour that was displayed in Burcombe 
church.  When the church fell out of use and was sold the roll of honour was 
removed and the parish council has still to decide whether its new permanent 
home should be the village hall (previously the school) or Barford St Martin 
church. 
 
Caroline Hibberd and Percy stayed in Salisbury for the rest of their lives.  Percy 
served in the Hampshire regiment, almost certainly as a conscripted man.   He 
was later a fitter’s assistant on the railways.  He never married and died in The 
Old Manor Hospital in 1955, two years after his mother’s death. 
Alice, sister of Reginald and Percy, has not been traced after 1911. 
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Last month’s Outreach said we were collecting items for 
Morning Star. You donated so much that Susan met with them 
three times to pass it all on.  
The Morning Star Christmas Newsletter has been available in 
St Michael’s and a few items from it are included below. 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101   NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555   Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this 
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed. 
   

    

  

Keep your mind active and come 
Volunteer at Bemerton Heath, 

Bishopdown, Wilton Health Centre or 
Salisbury Medical Practice – Contact 
Jasmin.ward@nhs.net for more info. 

 

We will be holding a Diabetic Education 
session. This is taking place on Tuesday 
24th January 2017, from 6-8pm, at 
Fisherton House. The session's topic 
is Diet and Lifestyle Advice for Type 2 
Diabetics. Patients are being asked to 
call reception to inform the practice if 
they would like to attend the session 

 

 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

Members Meeting on 12th January  

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

New Year’s Resolutions… 
 

The start of the New Year for many 
is a time for New Year’s resolutions. 
Get a head start with our Nurse 
team who can offer as much or as 
little help as you need; 
 

Quit smoking 
Health checks 
Exercise programmes 
Weight loss 
Drink less alcohol (DRY January) 

 
Make an appointment today. 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Laurence Newton  07969816999 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Caitey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 
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EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,  
 

 
 

 

Tel: 07843 198223 

e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com 

 

website:  

www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage 

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy, 

Sports Massage, 

Indian Head Massage 
 

With a portable massage couch  

and massage chair  

I can give massages in the home 

or office! 

THE WHITE HORSE AT  

QUIDHAMPTON 

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD 
REAL ALES  

ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN 
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO 

 

THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.  
SP2 9AS 

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk   
01722 744448 

mailto:angwinstanley@googlemail.com
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Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 


