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Sitting down to write this month’s article, as with so many things in life, 
there seem to be too many ideas and options swirling around! I have 
decided that I am personally much better at making decisions when the 
choice is limited! 

So how do we make important decisions in life?  

Making a decision and focusing on a big idea or problem can be daunting.  
It is suggested that a good technique for decision-making is to define your 
values and ask some tough questions related to those values, as an inner 
compass, to ensure that you focus on what is important.   

Whatever process you use to make tough decisions, it needs to move 
things forward.  Giving thought, weighing up options, thinking about the 
pros and cons, allowing time to lapse and “sleeping on it” are all an 
essential part of this procedure. And once the decision is made there 
should be a sense of peace that you have reached the right decision. 

But is there anything more we can do as Christians, when we have to 
make important decisions?  

Jesus gave us the commandment: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your mind, and with all your soul. And love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ 

So perhaps when we face the big decisions in life we should ask 
ourselves the question: ‘How do we love our neighbour in this instance?  

What does it mean to love our neighbour and to act responsibly?  

And I have always loved the passage from 1 John 4: 18 which says that 
‘Perfect love drives fear away.’ Love drives fear away, but fear is a very 
real part of humanity. Someone said recently “we hate what we fear, and 
we fear what we do not know”. We are often fearful when we do not know 
what the future might hold, or when we are faced with making difficult 
decisions. Sometimes our decisions are made out of a place of fear. 

Being afraid is a human reaction to something new, and to something 
unknown. But it is not the basis for making any decisions, and it cannot 
stand with Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbour or from a position 
of perfect love which drives away fear.  
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Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

Nicky Gumbell (priest/author and developer of the Alpha Course) said 
recently  

“The church should be famous for its love. Unconditional love breaks 
down barriers, puts people back on their feet, restores and heals” 

So as we think about important decisions and choices that we will make 
this year, maybe some of the questions we need to ask are: 

Are we starting from a place of love, or of fear of the future? 

How are we showing that we love our neighbour, and how will our 
decisions affect others?  

In all that we do, and whatever the decisions we make and their 
outcomes, we must pray that God’s will be done that his Kingdom will 
come!  

God’s blessings,  Ali 



5 

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday  14th February 
Liver and Bacon in onion gravy with Mash, Brussels sprouts and Carrots.  

Bread and Butter pudding  
 

NOTE: From April 11th the price will increase to £4 per person  

Learning to Draw 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide 

you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30 

in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting 

or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool, 

patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners 

or experienced 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 14th & 28th February 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 
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Thought for the Month  

Was my arm too short to deliver you?  Isaiah 50:2  
  

Isaiah is the largest prophetic book in the bible - 66 chapters (and 

66 books in the Bible - what are the chances of that!). Written about 
740 BC - 686 BC, and perhaps by more than one person. The first 39 
chapters are historical, and then at chapter 40 it becomes a cry of 
hope to the now exiled nation - Comfort, comfort my people. Then 
around Chapter 50 the servant songs start. A group of pictures 

about someone sent from  the Lord, or the Lord himself possibly, 
coming to rescue and restore the exiles from Babylon. These are 
images that we cannot read today without seeing them to be about 
Jesus - he was despised and rejected by men (53:3) etc. But let’s 
pause at 50:2: 
 

Was my arm too short to deliver you? 

    Do I lack the strength to rescue you? 
By a mere rebuke I dry up the sea, 
    I turn rivers into a desert! 
 

Firstly we have to understand that the arm is a picture of strength  - 
the arm carries the sword, when it is bared it is ready for fighting 
and action. A weak arm is useless to help us. Then there is the 
image of reach - how long is God’s arm? In those days people 
believed in ‘local’ gods - a god of each nation or territory, that fought 

on its side and looked after the citizens. Surely if the Jews have gone 
out of their country, far away to Babylon, then God’s arm is too short 

to help them? No! says Isaiah. And we would do well to remember 
that there is no situation in our lives that is beyond God’s reach or 
power. When it looks that way - write this verse out and repeat it 5 
times a day like medicine. It is good for the soul.  
The second part about seas and deserts. You have to remember that 

Israel is a dry land, and that it is not a sea-faring nation. In all its 
history the sea represents the great forces of evil and chaos. The 
Jews were afraid of the sea. That’s why in Genesis the first thing God 
does is bring order out of the chaos of the waters of the deep, and 
why Jonah is really desperate to go to sea - surely God won’t follow 
him there? Yet according to Isaiah - God dries up the entire sea with 
a word. Even chaos and the things we fear most are under his total 

command. 
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St Michael's Angels 
 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

Check with Linda for details of the Feb meeting 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

And the final line about rivers is not just a poetic play about water, 

and deserts which are like seas. For a river in that 
part of the world is essential to life, bringing in 
fresh water and allowing plants and crops and 

livestock. The whole of life and civilisation is 
dependent on that river - and yet it is not the river 
god (that many in Babylon worshipped) who is in 
charge. It is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The God whom 

the Israelites worshipped in Jerusalem, whom they disobeyed and 
because of whom they are now in this mess. He is the God of not 
just their people or nation, but the whole world. All life depends on 
Him. Every second, every moment. And that is still true today.  

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue. 
Meeting on 6th, 20th, 27th February then no meetings in Lent.     
            Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 14th February and no meetings in Lent.  
Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 8th & 22nd February    Contact Susan  01980 652751 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm. Next meeting 23rd 
February at Maureen’s          Contact Maureen 333847 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 

Other Dates 
February 7th  PCC meeting Community Centre 7.30pm 
February 8th LPA’s meeting  Jenny’s 7.30pm  
Saturday 1st July  Neil’s Ordination Cathedral 4.30pm followed by a party 
at the Community Centre 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiUkpSgw9PRAhULthQKHXvnDzYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Friver-and-trees-cliparts%2F&bvm=bv.144224172,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEATekL5Qbn829rIZQ5F1z1liUyyA&ust=1485097968
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 5th February      4th before Lent  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 12th February     3rd before Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
  

 Sunday 19th February     2nd before Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
 

Sunday 26th February     Next before Lent 

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  George Herbert Evensong 
 

Sunday 5th March       1st of Lent  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

Lent Group - St Andrews, 7:30 - 8:45pm - Psalms 
 

Every Tuesday in Lent, from 7th March to 11th April. 
  
A short trip through some favourite psalms. A chance to sing, pray and re-
flect on a hymnbook that is 2,500 years old, and still popular today.  
 

Ending with Compline around 8:30pm.  



9 

From the Registers 
  

Baptisms 
8th January   Harrison Eli Acal 
 
Weddings 
21st January  Peter Twycross & Rosine King  
 
Funerals 
12th January  Doreen Edith Heath 

Weekday Services 
 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tuesday 7th February  

  10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 
 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 

 

Wednesday 1st March   Ash Wednesday   

7.30 pm   St Andrew’s  Service with Ashing 
 

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of 

worship and praise. All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare 

for Sunday and join the worship.  

Don’t forget the Shrove Tuesday Pancakes  
St Michael’s Community Centre. 

Tuesday 28th February 
6pm to full up 

A flippin’ good time ……. 
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Friends of St Andrews. 

Sometimes it might seem as if all we talk of is St Michaels or 
St Johns, and it might feel like we forget little St. Andrews. It 
is the oldest of our churches, going back at least to the 14th 
century. It is the smallest, accommodating just 40, which I 
think makes it very easy to heat and light and look after! It is 
kept open during the hours of daylight by a rota of volunteers from the 
Lower Village who take it in turn to lock up (John Hatcher is still faithfully 
unlocking, 261 day a year (Sundays and Fridays off!). If you’d like to help, 
please have a word with Hilary Bird. And on those Sundays and Friday a 
prayer book said communion service, in words that go back to the 16th 
and 17th centuries. Words that George Herbert would have been very 
familiar with. 

Herbert lived in the Old Rectory for just 3 short years, before dying, 
tragically, aged 40, and being buried in the chancel of St Andrews. He 
wrote poetry, a guide to being a country parson, and songs. We still sing 
4 or 5 of his hymns, with more modern tunes, and people still look to him 
for spiritual inspiration. They also study his literature as an amazing 
example of English language all over the world - India, Japan, America - 
but rarely in the UK. In fact the “George Herbert in Bemerton Group” (not 
the best or most poetic title in the English language) now have to run a 
competition in our primary school 200 yards down from St Andrews, just 
to bring him to the attention of the local children. Alongside the GHIBG, 
another group - The Friends of St Andrews - looks after the building and 
the promotion of Holy Mr Herbert. They are few in number, and always 
looking for recruits, but over the last decade they have quietly been 
making improvements to the church. When I came we had about £10,000 
in the bank, and we were unsure how much to keep in reserve, and 
whether to spend £5,000 on a new microphone and amplifier system and 
hearing loop. We went ahead, and after that came new cushions, new 
heating, painting the bell tower, treating dry rot, new electrics and 
sockets, and last year some £8,000 on new lighting. This year we hope to 
upgrade the cupboards and take away the green curtain. And still the 
balance remains around £10,000! It is like the cruse of oil that Elijah 
promised the widow would never run out (1 Kings 17). 

The other thing that never runs out is the voice of praise and prayer. It is 
a place that has had continual prayer for centuries, week by week. 
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Sometimes the numbers at services are small - it can be just 2 or 3, or 
sometimes 10 or more. Yet even when I think of those who used to be 
among us and now gone to glory (who watch on as an unseen throng) 
yet they have been replaced and the baton of faith is passed on. Why not 
drop by one day and see what you’ve been missing?    Simon  

George Herbert Evensong 
Although he isn’t a Saint, George Herbert does have his own ‘Saints 
Day’ on 27th February.  Each year celebrate with a special evensong 
with a guest speaker and refreshments. This year it is on Sunday 
26th February at St Andrew’s at 4pm. With singing from members of 
the Farrant Singers, our speaker is Rev Canon Judy Rees and there 
will be medlar Jelly, scones and  suitable liquid refreshment.. 

Everyone is welcome.  

St John’s Place - Alpha Course Plus 

Following on from the Alpha Course a small group will be continuing to 

meet on Thursday evenings at St John’s Place from 7-9pm. It is a 

chance to share a simple meal, talk about God, the Bible, and pray.  

All are welcome. It is helpful but not essential to let Andrew & Susie 

(01722 326518) or Nick & Elspeth (01722 324880) know if you are 

coming. 

Joan Walters 
Joan was a member of the Congregation at St Johns until she 
moved away to live nearer her family. We had this letter from her 
son, Jonathan, just before Christmas: 
 

Just a quick note to let you know how my mother is getting on. She 
is quite content and settled at the care home in Folkingham, and 
happy in herself. Unfortunately her memory is more or less gone 
now, though she is still knitting away and as chatty as ever. 
I have moved back to Lincolnshire and visit her regularly, though at 
the moment we are still in rented accommodation until we find the 
right house for us up here. I talk about the past with my mother 
quite a bit, and I think being reminded of the happy times she spent 
with her friends and relatives helps her a lot. 
 

Best Wishes 
Jonathan 
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CAP – Christians Against Poverty – opened its Salisbury Centre 2 
years ago.  CAP is one of 4 nationally recognised agencies who help peo-
ple to become debt free. It works like this: a person in debt contacts CAP 
via the national helpline. An appointment is made for the Salisbury CAP 
Debt Coach and another CAP volunteer to visit the client. The client ex-
plains their situation and has CAP’s procedures explained to them.  On 
the next, “fact find” visit, all the details of their income, spending and 
debts are listed with heaps of sometimes unopened letters all sorted 
through to unearth the most recent statements and phone calls are made 
to ask for up to date figures in writing. The client signs their agreement 
(which they can opt out of at any point) to work with CAP. When all the fig-
ures and paperwork are gathered, it is sent off to CAP headquarters.  
They prepare a budget plan that will leave the person debt free after two 
or three years. (If that is impossible within a reasonable time scale, a sim-
ple form of bankruptcy is suggested). CAP follow national guidelines 
about priority of debts, parity of  treatment of  creditors and the minimum 
amounts of money people must be left with to live on for food, rent and 
other needs do all the communication with the agencies owed money. 
CAP then distributes to them the agreed amounts from money paid in by 
the client each month. But CAP is different from other debt help agencies 
in that it has helpers from the churches...those who faithfully hold people 
in prayer...those who befriend, providing kindly and confidential personal 
support and encouragement as the client forgoes luxuries and copes with 
crises, keeping to their tight budget month after month.  

During every CAP visit, clients are asked if we may pray with them and 
their responses are fully accepted and respected...but very few do refuse. 
They are invited to various free social events at the volunteers’ churches. 
And by last summer not only were 8 clients already completely debt free 
(with  many more since then), but several have chosen to commit their 
lives to Christ since coming into contact with the love and care of the 
Christians of CAP. Because while clients can be of any faith or none, all 
who volunteer with CAP must have a living faith in Jesus Christ as well as 
submitting to rigorous client safeguarding procedures. People fall into 
debt for many reasons, quite often by no fault of their own. It is a dark and 
lonely situation to be in, often also coping with the personal problems that 
caused the indebtedness. It is a channel through which the church can 
reach out to people with Christ’s compassion and help them work their 
way through to a new freedom. And we are glad, as a church,  to support 
and be part of CAP here in Salisbury.   

           Gillian  
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101   NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555   Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this 
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed. 
   

    

Keep your mind active 
and come Volunteer at Bemerton 

Heath, Bishopdown, Wilton Health 
Centre or Salisbury Medical Practice – 

Contact Jasmin.ward@nhs.net for 
more info. 

Missed our Flu Clinics? Need Flu Jab? It is 
not too late. If any of the below are 
applicable to you. Please ring the Practice 
to book in for a Flu Jab. 
Age 65 or over, Pregnant, Chronic 
respiratory disease, Chronic heart disease, 
Chronic kidney disease (stage 3, 4 or 5), 
Chronic liver disease, Chronic neurological 
disease (inc Stroke & TIA), Diabetes, 
Immunosuppressed. Call the practice on 
01722 333034 whilst we still have vaccine 
stock. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

9th February  Riding for the Disabled Jo Pay & Alex Thomas 

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 
Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

We are holding a Parent Carer Café 
in The Fountain Café at Fisherton 
House between 10am-12pm on 
Thursday 16th March.  
 

A Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Information Service 
(SENDIS) Officer from Wiltshire 
Parent Carer Council (WPCC) will be 
available to offer information and 
support to any parent carers. We 
look forward to seeing you there.  
For more information about out 
support cafes, please visit 
www.salisburymedicalpractice.co.uk 

and click on the support cafes tab.  

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curates 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Revd Neil Robinson (split role  also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)

coolie66smiley@gmail.com       07717 055219 (text only) 
 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Laurence Newton  07969816999 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 

Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Caitey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 
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L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 
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EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 

Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 

THE WHITE HORSE AT  

QUIDHAMPTON 

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD 
REAL ALES  

ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN 
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO 

 

THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.  
SP2 9AS 

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk   
01722 744448 


