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Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313
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We are often told that “everyone” is on social media - Facebook, twitter
and a host of other computer programmes that you and I have hardly
heard of! It is amazing the way our machines and the internet can
connect us - we can have video telephone calls with family and friends
around the world (I am old enough to remember telegrams, and booking
long distance or overseas phone calls a week in advance!).
But for all this connection - there is no substitute for actually meeting
someone face to face, for being there in person. And that is the message
of Christmas. The amazing fact is that the God of all the universe didn’t
just send a text message, or even write his name in constellations, he
came to be among us, as one of us. In the words of the Message
translation of the Bible - God moved into the neighbourhood.
And how did the king of Kings, the lord of lords, the creator of everything
arrive? On a private jet? On a Saturday night TV show with glamour and
sparkle? No. He arrived as a fragile, vulnerable, human baby. Wow!
No matter how many times I hear the story of Christmas it still shocks and
surprises me, and fills me with wonder at what God must be like to have a
rescue plan like this.
And equally amazing is that so many of our family, friends and
neighbours haven’t really heard this simple story at all. There are some
who say they don’t like the way Christmas has become, and I have some
sympathy with them! There are too many presents, too much food, too
much forced fun. Yet how can I try and tell them that the heart of
Christmas is very different, and much more rewarding?
This year we are delivering 5000 Christmas Cards, we are putting on 4
carol services, 2 nativity services, midnight communion, as well as
Christmas Day itself. I am going to try to pluck up the courage to invite my
neighbours, personally, to come to one of these services. They may be
busy, or find an excuse, we may both be embarrassed or feel awkward.
On the other hand, they might just come along.
The food will only last a few days, or weeks. The TV shows will keep our
attention for a few minutes or hours. Some of the presents may last a
year or more if we are lucky. But to meet the baby Jesus, to find
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ourselves meeting God face to face, will change our lives forever. Jesus
didn’t come to make us feel bad (so don’t go all humbug about
Christmas), he didn’t come to promise us a ticket to heaven - he came to
give us an ample, bounteous, lavish life right now. Who wouldn’t want
that?
Simon

Tuesday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
The Café will be closed from 19th December to 8th January
Re-opening on Tuesday 9th January.
Do you have a Café Calling? Are you able to help out occasionally or
more regularly. If you can, or want to know more contact Brenda on
01722 501262 or email brendaemilydavies@hotmail.co.uk
Do you have a Cake Calling? The excellent cakes sold in the Café
are all made by volunteer bakers. If you can bake the occasional Cake
for the Café please contact Terri on 501214

‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
4Ruth Main 01722 334995 mob 077513 54669 or parish office 01722 328031

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Art Group with Alan Winstanley
Alan Winstanley will guide you through some basic techniques at the
Community Centre Poppy Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm.
Contact Alan or Maureen for more details 333847

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30
in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting
or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool,
patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners
or experienced welcome.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
Christmas Special on the First Tuesday of December
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15.

Freshly cooked on the premises £5 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 5th December
Christmas Lunch with all the trimmings
Christmas Pudding with Custard, Cream or Ice
Cream.
Next Lunch will be on the 9th January and the cost will
return to £4
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Flower Power
We all enjoy the flowers that decorate our churches, although how often
do we really stop and look at them? If you would like to join the rota for St
Andrew’s Flowers please let Susan know.
Do you want to Sign?
Neil is starting a Bible and BSL Group on Monday evenings from
7.30 to 8.30 in St Michael’s Church so you can learn more about
the language alongside the Bible.
Contact Neil for more details.

coolie66smiley@gmail.com or Text to 07717 055219
SJP Fellowship
A group which meets on Thursday evenings at St John's Place
7-9pm. Currently an Alpha Course with a simple meal, and
time to explore the Bible and Christian faith together. If you
want to come along let Andrew & Susie (01722 326518) or Simon
Woodley know.

Morning Star Christmas Gift Appeal
There’s still time to donate items to the Morning Star
Christmas appeal. Items such as (new) warm gloves, socks,
hats, scarves, jumper/fleece; small items of
basic toiletries that can be easily carried around by the
person such as toothbrushes, wet wipes, soap, shaving
cream; small notebooks; sweets; purse/wallet. Please
place them in the sack at the back of the church.
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
1st December - Hand Bells & Fish & Chips at Carol Mc’s
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month 12th November only.
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 11am
6

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847

Celebrating Christmas
Carol Concert at St Johns
Saturday 16th December 6 pm
Carols and Mulled Wine Celebrating the warm building
Carols in the Pub
Tuesday 19th December at 7.30 pm
White Horse Quidhampton - why not have a meal beforehand.
Carol Service at St Michael’s
Sunday 17th December 6 pm
Traditional Service by Candlelight followed by Mulled Wine
Christmas Eve
8 am at St Andrew’s
Prayer Book Communion
10.30 am at St Michael’s
Family Communion
4pm at St Michael’s
Family Nativity Service
Retelling the Christmas story and singing our favourite Carols
4pm at St John’s
Family Nativity Service
Retelling the Christmas story and singing our favourite Carols
6pm at St Andrew’s Traditional Carol Service
Carols, candles and readings. Please book a place as there is
limited space.
11.30 pm at St John’s

Midnight Communion

Christmas Day
8 am at St Andrew’s
Prayer Book Communion
9 am at St John’s
Sung Holy Communion
10.30 am at St Michael’s
Family Communion

***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I
check each month or send me items by email: hilaryabird@btinternet.com
December Magazine - 15th November
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 3rd December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Andrew’s

Advent Sunday
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Advent Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 10th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

2nd of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 17th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Michael’s

3rd of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service
Traditional Carol Service

Sunday 24th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Michael’s
4 pm
St John’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s
11.30 pm
St John’s

4th of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Family Nativity Service
Family Nativity Service
Carol Service *
Midnight Communion

Sunday 31st December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

1st of Christmas
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!

Sunday 7th January
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Andrew’s

Epiphany
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

* As St Andrew’s has limited space please get in touch before in order to secure
your place.
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Weekday Services
Monday to Thursday 9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
Every Friday
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
Not on Friday 29th December
Tuesday 5th December & 2nd January
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Tuesday 12th December 7.30pm St Michael’s Prayers for the Parish
See page 7 for all Christmas Services

From the Registers
Weddings
28th October

James Richard Holbourne & Elizabeth Lauren Shappard

Baptisms
19th November

Travis John Metcalf

Funerals
15th November

Cecil John Mallen

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour
of prophetic prayer and praise.
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.
Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church or other events, either every
week or occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will
do her best to find a volunteer driver to provide
transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
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Thought for the Month
John 1 .6 -7
“There came a man who was sent from God; his name was
John. He came as a witness ...”
Advent is all about witnesses – martyrs, to use the Greek word.
John did die for speaking out the truth, but in its original usage
the word “martyr” just means someone who testifies to the truth
of something – in John’s case, the imminent coming into the
world of God’s promised “Christ”.
After a road accident or some crime, we often see police notices
asking for witnesses - for people who were there at the time to
come forward and give their accounts of what happened. And we
correctly describe as witnesses those who gave their accounts of
knowing Jesus while he walked on this earth – seeing him listening to him – being healed by him – his being put to death
and his rising to new life...all that is described in the gospels.
But that is not what John the Baptist was doing. John was
witnessing before all that took place to the truth of who the
coming one was.
In Advent we reflect on his and many other witnesses to God’s
revealing of his purpose to enter this world and redeem it. We
have the stories of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and the
promise made to them that through their descendants all
peoples of the world would be blessed. From hundreds of years
later we have the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Zechariah
and others with the words and pictures they were given as they
listened to God and His word came to them. Some of them were
about their immediate contemporary situation but many painted
a bigger picture of God’s long term plans and purposes, of
Emmanuel (God coming to be with us) and the hope of salvation
and the kingdoms of this world becoming the Kingdom of our
God under His anointed suffering servant, the Prince of Peace –
the Christ whom, by the time of Jesus, many were awaiting
expectantly.
Then we have John, witnessing to the word of God that has
come to him, that the time is now here for all these things that
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have been hinted at in the writings of the prophets to begin to

come about: his orders are to prepare the way for the Anointed
One (which is what the word Christ means) who will baptise
people with the Holy Spirit and transform them with His new life.
And this story hasn’t yet ended. Jesus came – and we shall once
more be caught up in wonder in the story of God being born as
a human baby and living among us on earth, as we celebrate
Christmas in these coming days. But that was only the
beginning. The purpose of God is for the whole earth to be filled
with His peace and glory. And like John, we are called to witness
to the hope for the world that we have in God’s love, power and
unfolding plans for the future of the planet and of us all.
Gillian
More Christmas Events….
Carols….
Salisbury Cancer Research UK Carol Concert on Sunday 17th December at 2
pm at St Thomas’s Church, Salisbury all welcome free entry with retiring
collection for the charity. Those taking part include The Shrewton Silver Band,
The Amici Choir, The Woodford Ukelele Group. Enquiries to Ali Theobald 01722
415880.
Salvation Army Christmas Dinner
For those who would otherwise be along on Christmas Day. Volunteers are
needed to:
Prepare: set tables, peel veg etc
Catering: Cooking and plating up (Food Hygiene Certificate required)
Serving: waiting at tables
Driving: helping to transport guests to an from the meal.
If you can help please email—Salisbury@salvationarmt.org.uk - or phone
01722 417648

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm.
Meeting on 4th, 11th, & 18th December

Contact Shirley 320355.

Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
Meeting on 12th December
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
Meeting on 13th December
Contact Susan 01980 652751
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.
Contact Maureen 333847 11

Rise:61 Autumn Review of Activities…..
Bike Hub - Simon Bower has been appointed to run the Bike
Hub which is based in the garden of St Michael’s Community
Centre. Owned bikes can be repaired and donated bikes are
fixed and sold to raise money fro the project. Its all about
learning skills and using them, working together and gaining
experience and confidence.
Bike Club - has moved from Sarum Academy to the Bike Hub.
Fixing bikes and riding bikes including during last year a
Mountain Bike trip to Moors Valley with Mountain Bikes bought
with a grant from Comic Relief.
Doorstep Sports Club - Working with Wiltshire Council Sport’s
Development team helping to provide sports on Bemerton
Heath. From various sites around the Heath this has relocated to
the floodlit compound in Gainsborough Rd for the Winter.
Life Group - Our life group carried on growing deeper during
the summer as we carried out a practical project to improve our
community. The group developed their creativity by painting a
mural on the back of the bike hub and by experimenting with
spray paints. Through this we continued to learn about how
God wants His kingdom to come to earth and how we all can
play a part in that through Jesus.
We also had a massive water fight out in the community!
Prayer Points - How you can all join in and support Rise:61
Rise Community - For wisdom, favour, energy and blessing on
Robin, Simon, the volunteer team and trustees.
Young people – that we would see more young people respond to
the good news and want to come to church.
Supporters – a blessing over all who give generously to enable our
presence and engagement on the Heath
That we increase our regular donor base to cover all of our staff
costs by the end of Jan.
Increased support for Frank to manage the finances and
accounting.
That we apply for the right grants going forward to develop our
vision.
That local residents and young people get behind the compound
redevelopment
project.
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed.

Friends after Bereavement
rd
3 Wednesday of every month
1pm – 3pm
The Wylye Room of Salisbury Medical
Practice
Rheumatoid Arthritis Café
3rd Tuesday of every month
11am – 12pm
The Fountain Cafe of Salisbury Medical
Practice
For details about the full range of
support groups, please contact Katy on
01722 333034 or email
katy.gillingham@nhs.net.
Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
Meetings 7.15pm
2nd Thursday of the month
Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
further details from the Secretary
Mrs Chris Walley
331275

Knit and Natter
1pm – 3pm
nd
th
2 & 4 Friday of every month
The Wylye Room at Fisherton
House
Come along to have a chat with
others and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee.
Anyone who loves knitting or
would love to learn how to knit
can attend! Needles and wool can
be provided.
Annie’s out of house wool shop in
Wilton facilitates the group.
Contact Katy for further details.
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman

Doreen Till 501538

Meetings 7.30 pm
2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall,
St Gregory’s Ave

Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@me.com
01722 333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Thursday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curate & Minister with Deaf & Hard of Hearing People
Revd Neil Robinson (Day off Wednesday)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

01722 505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

01722 328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Laurence Newton

07969816999

Treasurer
Gillian Newton

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award
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L.R. Weedon
Joinery
Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects

Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings

carpentry & joinery work

With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen

from kitchen installation to

£12 per hour

hand crafted woodwork

slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

of bespoke

102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
leonweedon@hotmail.com
THE WHITE HORSE AT
QUIDHAMPTON

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH
A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL
ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD
WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK
LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS
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Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd

01722 744448

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

