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Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do
you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 556890
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Bemerton Parish is facing an
unusual challenge.
Already the largest parish in Salisbury and one of the largest in the
Diocese, at 16,000 souls, it is about to get much bigger. On top of the
current 6,000 homes, there are another 1,700 being built along the
Devizes Rd. There will be another primary school, as well as commerce
and industry. There are some parishes in the Diocese that don’t have that
many houses, and indeed this is one of the largest new settlements in the
Diocese. However there is no formula or threshold that would trigger extra
clergy provision. There is a group of us that meet to talk about the issues,
but there is nothing that gives me hope that the so-called senior staff have
a plan to rescue us. It is the Church of England way that we need to work
out our own salvation, and find our own solutions! This isn’t the army or a
top down corporation, and most of are happy about that. Next to our new
housing is Sarum Academy, and the links are growing between them and
us, and there are 600 pupils there who need a chaplain. Is there a
possibility of some joined up thinking? All this would be a “good challenge”
to give us something to get our teeth into.. but there’s more.

At the other end of the parish, a world away although only across a road
and railway line, leafy Lower Bemerton enjoys the newly re-ordered St
Johns Place. The fellowship that has grown out of last year’s Alpha course
is lively and growing, and looking to do it all again. Could there be a
fledgling church down there - a phoenix from the ashes? And who might
lead it? Could such a group reach into Quidhampton and start serving that
community? Will it be strong enough by the time 12000 homes go up in
Churchfields to reach out to that part too?
So here is life in all its fullness, here are gifts in abundance, here is a cup
that is overflowing!
Interestingly this is the time that Rev Ali is being called to a new ministry in
the Wellsprings benefice near Devizes - and she will leaving in the
autumn. Its also a time that Rev Susan, who is self supporting lets not
forget, is feeling she should be reducing her hours. And its just possible
that Gillian won’t go on forever! So what is God saying to us?
Firstly - we need to pray and trust God - he knows all about these things
and understands how we feel. He longs far more than we do for people in
the parish to know his love, and he must have given us all we need to do
all that he asks us to do. This should make us stop to think what it is he
3

actually wants us to do, and not the million things we think of! Secondly, I
think it is sensible to make a plan - to show us what is where and what
could be and where the gaps are. Plans may just exist to make God
laugh, but never the less they allow us all to see the big picture. Thirdly, I
think we need to talk about our dreams and our needs as widely as
possible. St Johns got support only after people knew about it,
understood the risk, and saw how concerned we were. I think if any help
is to come from the Diocese or elsewhere, they will have to know about
us first! Finally, the plan may show us what we can do ourselves - what
God has given us that he wants us to use. God has called us to this time,
and has given us faith and hope - now we need to move forward with our
hand in his.
Simon
The Cafe is closed from 31st July to
28th August for a Summer Break.
Re-opening on 29th August.
WELL DONE CLAIRE!
Some of you will know that a short time ago, Claire Shipp, after a Fun
Church Service and in front of everyone, had her long hair cut off
and donated it to the hospital for the making of wigs for children
with cancer. People were very kind and sponsored the event and
although there is a small amount to come in, Claire has raised
£339.00 for St Michael's Church. She would like to thank everyone
who sponsored her for their support. We would like to thank Claire
for her act of generosity to the children and to her church.
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
No meeting in August
1st September Crochet & Crafts at Pat’s
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 8th & 22nd August
Join us in at Fisherton Mill at 10.30 in August as Coffee & Chat is
closed.
4More details from Alan Winstanley 333847

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Learning to Draw
The Art Group are taking a break for August and will meet again on
Thursday 7th September.
Work by the Art Group is being exhibited at Five Rivers Leisure
Centre during August and September.

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER

On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30
in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting
or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool,
patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners
or experienced
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for
further information
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm Lunch served at 12.15 noon.
Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 8th August
chicken drumsticks, new potatoes, and salad, followed by trifle

‘Haven'

Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031
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Thought for the Month
Matt 5:13 and Parable of Sower (Matt 13)
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again?”
This verse has puzzled me for years, but
as a friend once said - get on with
doing all the things you do understand
in the Bible, and don’t worry about the
rest. And I find that I am quite busy
doing all the simple yet impossible
things that Jesus clearly commands love your enemies, heal the sick etc etc.
But I was grateful for someone to explain about the salt last week at
Clergy Conference.
First - remember that the parable of the sower is not about the seed,
its about us being the soil. The good news is spread everywhere, but
some places are better soil than others. Make sure you are good soil.
Now this “salt of the earth” thing. We try to spiritualise the verse salt brings flavour - yes, Christians bring flavour to the world. Or the
other use of salt - preserving - Christians help things last longer???
Well, unfortunately neither of these really work. The original Greek is
clear that “earth” is not “world”, or “community”, but “soil” - mud the same word found in the parable of the sower.
If you put salt into the earth it will kill everything in it! But what if
the salt in Jesus day wasn’t refined sodium chloride, like we use, but
that which they collected from around the Dead Sea? A dry flaky
substance, with small amounts of sodium chloride, but heaps of
other chemicals including potassium - an amazing plant fertiliser!
Now the saying seems to make a lot of sense - be fertiliser in the soil
- make the soil better - so that the word might take root and bring
forth a good crop! Amazing what a little bible knowledge can do, isn’t
it?!
Simon

Bemerton Flower Arrangers

Chairman
Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm
2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
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George Herbert Evenings
Friday 18 August at 7.00pm at Wilton House
(Palladian Restaurant)
‘My Utmost Art’ - An Evening with Timothy West.
We are delighted to welcome actor and director Timothy
West, who will reflect on the life and works of George Herbert, and
read some of his poems and extracts from his other writings. The
programme will also include musical settings of Herbert’s verse and
music of his period, played by the brilliant young lutenist Sam Brown.
We invite you to join us for this special event at Wilton House, a place
so closely associated with George Herbert through his kinship with the
Earls of Pembroke.
Followed by refreshments.
Admission by ticket only - £10—from Salisbury Playhouse
You can book in person at the theatre, on line, or by telephone - the
Box Office number is 01722 320333 www.salisburyplayhouse.com
Ride & Stride is back
on Saturday September 9th.
It is a great opportunity to enjoy walking or cycling to
churches and chapels in the city or surrounding
countryside, most of which will be open with someone
there to welcome you, while raising money for the Wilts
Historic Churches Trust and our own church. If you are
competitive there are prizes for the most churches visited! But mainly it
is a matter of registering to take part and then over these next weeks
inviting people to sponsor you as an individual, family or group. Forms and
more information can be found at the back of our churches. Half of the
money raised is returned to your own church and the other half goes to
the Trust, who provide grants towards the care of church buildings from
which we have benefitted here in Bemerton on many occasions.
Nearer the time we will be looking for people to spend an hour or two on
the day sitting quietly in St Andrew’s or St Michael’s, ready to sign the
forms of those who visit our churches, offer a glass of water or lemonade
and welcome them to look round.
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday

Sunday 6th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

8th after Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 13th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

9th after Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 20th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

10th after Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 27th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

11th after Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 3rd September
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

12th after Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church either very week or
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
SJP Fellowship
8No meetings in August

Weekday Services
Monday to Thursday 9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
Every Thursday
12 noon St Michael’s Communion
Every Friday
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
Tuesday 1st August
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
From the Registers
Weddings
24th June Mark Kenneth Hearne & Leanne Tinkler
8th July
Luke Daniel Leatherdale & Alison Emily Patricia Blackwell
Funerals
26th June
14th July

Philip Michael Paul Mawson,
Janet Eileen Laishley

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm.
No meetings in August.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
No meetings in August
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
No meetings in August
Contact Susan 01980 652751
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.
Next meeting 31st August at Helen’s
Contact Maureen 333847

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of
prophetic prayer and praise.
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 9

Church as Family

Max Lucado, in his book In the Grip of Grace tells the story of the
family of God in the form of a parable. He writes, “God has enlisted
us in his navy and placed us on his ship. The boat has one purpose
— to carry us safely to the other shore. This is no cruise ship. . . .
We aren’t called to a life of leisure, we are called to a life of service.
Each of us has a different task. Some, concerned with those who are
drowning, are snatching people from the water. Others are occupied
with the enemy, so they man the cannons of prayer and worship.
Still others devote themselves to the crew, feeding and training the
crew members. Though different, we are the same. Each can tell of a
personal encounter with the captain, for each has received a
personal call. He found us among the shanties of the seaport and
invited us to follow him. Our faith was born at the sight of his
fondness, and so we went. We each followed him across the
gangplank of his grace onto the same boat. There is one captain and
one destination. Though the battle is fierce, the boat is safe, for our
captain is God. The ship will not sink. For that, there is no concern.
There is concern, however, regarding the disharmony of the crew.
When we first boarded we assumed the crew was made up of others
like us. But as we’ve wandered these decks, we’ve encountered
curious converts with curious appearances. Some wear uniforms
we’ve never seen, sporting styles we’ve never witnessed. ‘Why do
you look the way you do?’ we ask them. ‘Funny,’ they reply, ‘we
were about to ask the same of you.’ The variety of dress is not
nearly as disturbing as the plethora of opinions. There is a group, for
example, who clusters every morning for serious study. They
promote rigid discipline and somber expressions. ‘Serving the
captain is serious business,’ they explain. It’s no coincidence that
they tend to congregate around the stern. There is another regiment
deeply devoted to prayer. Not only do they believe in prayer, they
believe in prayer by kneeling. For that reason you always know
where to locate them, they are at the bow of the ship. And then
there are a few who staunchly believe real wine should be used in
the Lord’s Supper. You’ll find them on the port side. Still another
group has positioned themselves near the engine. They spend hours
examining the nuts and bolts of the boat. They’ve been known to go
below deck and not come up for days. They occasionally are
criticised by those who linger on the top deck, feeling the wind in
their hair and the sun on their face. ‘It’s not what you learn,’ those
topside argue. ‘It’s what you feel that matters.’ And, oh, how we
tend to cluster.
Some think once you’re on the boat, you can’t get off. Others say
you’d be foolish to go overboard, but the choice is yours. Some
believe you volunteer for service, others believe you were destined
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for the service before the ship was even built. Some predict a storm
of great tribulation will strike before we dock, others say it won’t hit
until we are safely ashore. There are those who speak to the captain
in a personal language. There are those who think such languages
are extinct. There are those who think the officers should wear
robes, there are those who think there should be no officers at all,
and there are those who think we are all officers and should all wear
robes. And oh, how we tend to cluster.
And then there is the issue of the weekly meeting at which the
captain is thanked and his words are read. All agree on its
importance, but few agree on its nature. Some want it loud, others
quiet. Some want ritual, others spontaneity. Some want to celebrate
so they can meditate, others meditate so they can celebrate. Some
want a meeting for those who’ve gone overboard. Others want to
reach those overboard but without going over board and neglecting
those on board. And, oh, how we tend to cluster.
The consequence is a rocky boat. There is trouble on deck. Fights
have broken out. Sailors have refused to speak to each other. There
have even been times when one group refused to acknowledge the
presence of others on the ship. Most tragically, some adrift at sea
have chosen not to board the boat because of the quarrelling of the
sailors.
Simon

Insure your home - and help the Church
Our church buildings, contents – and public and employer liability and a
few other things – are insured with Ecclesiastical Insurance, who
specialise in providing cover for parish churches. But they also offer Home
Insurance to [people in the same way as any other insurance company.
According to the independent consumer group Fairer Finance they have
been ranked 1st out of all 47 insurance providers on a number of
measures in feedback by customers as to which companies they trust.
If you happen to be looking to change who you go to for your home
insurance, you may be interested to know that as part of their celebration
of 130th year as a company serving parishes, they are offering to donate
£130 to their parish church to each and every person who takes out a new
home insurance policy with them over the next year.
If you would like to know more, do please ask me for details (which they
will be sending out to me shortly) and maybe have a look at what they
have to offer online.
Gillian
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Bea Tilbrook and Wendy Lawrence continue their research into the lives
of the men named on the lych gate memorial at St John’s.
John Foster 1869 – 1917
John Foster was a private in the Royal Marine Light Infantry for 21
years, served in the Boer War and joined the reserves in 1910. In
August 1914 he was drafted to the transport staff at Le Havre, France
where he died from disease on 3 August 1917 and was buried in Etaples
Military cemetery. At 48 he was the oldest of the parish servicemen to die
in the war. His family were originally farm labourers from Dinton and
lived in both Quidhampton (Nadder Lane and Temperance Cottages) and
Bemerton (Sydney Cottages) and many family members are buried in St
John’s.
John Foster will be remembered at St Andrews Church on Sunday 6
August.
John Thomas Cook 1877 – 1917
Private John Thomas Cook was probably conscripted when
married men were included from June 1916. He was assigned to
st
the 1 Battalion Wiltshire regiment and was the seventh man from the
parish to be killed while serving with them.
John Cook was killed in action on 11 August 1917 at the battle of
Passchendaele..
His name is one of more than 50,000 on the Menin Gate at Ypres, names
of men from the British Commonwealth killed in this area of Flanders
whose bodies were not found or identified. Another 30,000 are on the
Tyne Cot memorial and two more memorials commemorate the New
Zealand dead.
John Cook’s father was a Salisbury shoemaker, originally from
Hampshire. John was 39 when he was killed and left a wife and three
children in Bath Terrace, Wilton Road. He will be remembered at St
Andrews on 13 August.
The full stories of both men are in the Quidhampton Village Newsletter
available from the White Horse, Quidhampton or Bea Tilbrook
bjtis@hotmail.co.uk or online at http://parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk
***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
each month or send me items by email: hilaryabird@btinternet.com
September Magazine - 15th August.
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed.

Fibromyalgia Café
4 Thursday of every month
2pm – 3:30pm
The Wylye Room of Salisbury Medical
Practice
th

Are you aged 50 and over?
Have you been worried about
ovarian cancer?

ME/CFS Café
2 Tuesday of every month
11am – 12:30pm
The Wylye Room of Salisbury Medical
Practice

The Eve Appeal invites you chat
with a specialist gynaecological
nurse to ask those questions on
your mind at The Fountain Café,
Salisbury Medical Practice on
Monday 11th September between
11am – 4pm.

For details about the full range of
support groups, please contact Katy on
01722 333034 or email
katy.gillingham@nhs.net.

For more information or to RSVP,
contact katy.gillingham@nhs.net
or phone 01722 333034. You are
welcome to just drop in!

nd

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
further details from the Secretary
Mrs Chris Walley
331275
Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curates
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Revd Neil Robinson (split role also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Laurence Newton
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

07969816999

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Caitey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
We Love Bemerton
www.bemertonparish.org.uk
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Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour
slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

L.R. Weedon
Joinery

THE WHITE HORSE AT
QUIDHAMPTON

Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects
of bespoke

carpentry & joinery work
from kitchen installation to
hand crafted woodwork
102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
leonweedon@hotmail.com

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH
A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL
ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD
WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK
LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS

01722 744448
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Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it
serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley

servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313
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