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Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843

Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973
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Last year I went on a course about family systems. It opened my eyes to
the ways that people connect with one another - like objects hanging on a
mobile - and that when something happens to one person, it affects all the
others through the connections. Such systems of connection are all
around us - in church, in families or work places, and even across the
country or between countries. Thinking about systems leads to some
surprising observations. One is that to help a person who is struggling,
you don’t actually have to help that person - you just need to attend to the
system that they’re in. If you think about a mobile, if someone knocks it
you don’t have to stop all the objects spinning, you just need to hold one
part of it still, and the rest will soon stop moving. Another is that
sometimes things can be made worse by outside influences. So the
mobile will never come to a standstill if there’s a window open and a
draught blowing through.
In the recent referendum debate it was sad to see the TV, papers, and
social media, amplifying everything that was said, until the system was so
volatile that people were worried about violence. In America you have
President Obama calming everyone down by focusing on unity, whilst
Donald Trump likes to make the whole mobile spin, and may well succeed
in breaking the whole system.
And that is what some people felt like after Brexit. That the system was
broken, and how can we carry on or get back to normal? However,
systems theory sees it in a different way. You see systems can get stuck you know how it is in your family, arguments always go the same way, the
same people take the blame. Or at work, you seem to be stuck in an
endless loop going round and round, and never getting anywhere. Well,
nations and continents can be like that too. Sometimes it seems like we
stop making progress, and keep having the same conversations, and the
same old fears and suspicions and deadlocks, and there is no imagination
as to the way forward. Something like this happened 500 years ago, when
Europe was pretty stagnant. All the maps ended at the Atlantic and
everyone was trying to find a way to get to the East, rich with spices! But
after Christopher Columbus discovered a new land - the system was
shocked, broken even - and the creativity that was unleashed by this
surprise freed imagination everywhere. Suddenly there was the
Renaissance, the printing press, the Reformation. So the theory goes. 3

So what I see in Brexit is a move that will shock the system - of the UK,
but also wider. It will change our thinking, hopefully it will change our
politics and the way we are governed, and we cannot guess its effects. It
is the most common, but ineffective, way of doing ethics to look at cause
and effect. Ask any soldier and they will tell you that all your predictions
went wrong at the first engagement with the enemy. We cannot tell where
Brexit will take us - what effect this cause will have - but it will be an
adventure. For those of us with faith, we can trust that God is in this, and
that in the joys and the sorrows God will be with us, alongside us, and we
should not be afraid.
Simon

Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 9th & 30th August
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am
More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Learning to Draw
Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide
you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy
Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm There will be a small charge
for any materials used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute
beginners to have fun together and hopefully learn something new.
Telephone 333847 to book a place.

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat
Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our
own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be
provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 9th August
Cold meat, salad, and new potatoes
followed by homemade Strawberry cheesecake.
As it’s holiday time please let Terri know if you will be there.
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Thought for the Month
The Good Samaritan – Who is my neighbour? Luke 10:25-37
The well known story of the Good Samaritan is about a traveller who is
beaten up and robbed, and left for dead along the road.
Most people, when they hear a story, will gravitate to the first or main
character, and assume, subconsciously that this is ‘someone like us’.
Straight away we are wrong footed, because the person with whom we
have begun to identify, turns out to be the victim and not the hero. His
main role is to be beaten and then lie, passively, in the gutter, at the
mercy, or lack of mercy, of whoever may see him.
We’d like the victim to be someone else. Secretly, we’d probably prefer it
if the victim is ‘not like us’. The foreigner, the low-class outcast, the
Samaritan – that’s who ought to be the victim, so that we can be the
hero. We can do our charitable bit, reach down from our uprightness and
respectability, and help those less fortunate than ourselves. And there’s
nothing wrong with this. It’s one of the things that makes societies work.
But if we’re the ones lying there, it’s much less comfortable, much less
satisfying. Who do we want to come to our aid?
Receiving help is not easy. Depending on others is not easy. It makes us
vulnerable, it hurts our pride and self-respect.
Who would it be hardest to accept from, right now? We might all give a
different answer, but each of our answers challenges us.
The end of the story is challenging too. Jesus’ closing question turns the
definitions around. ‘Who is my neighbour?’ at the start is a question that
assumes that we are strong ones, and the neighbour is someone who, in
their weakness, needs our charity.
‘Who was a neighbour to him?’ assumes that the neighbour is not the
victim but the saviour, the one who gives the love.
So, when Jesus says, ‘Go and do likewise’ he is telling us to get up from
where we had unexpectedly and uncomfortably found ourselves, and go
and be the Samaritan, go and be the outcast, the low-life, the one who
stopped and helped because he knows what it’s like to be at the bottom
of the heap. ‘Go and do likewise’ Jesus says.
Love your neighbour.
Be that neighbour.
Be loved by that neighbour.
In our nation at the moment, we face many challenges created by the
current political and social turmoil. We need the story of the Good
6Samaritan, to teach us afresh what is means to be children of the same

heavenly Father, builders of his kingdom on earth – a community of
people who need each other.
So this is a great and challenging story, though it may be hard to hear it,
and harder still to live it out – but there is no greater command than this:
that we love God with our whole being, and love our neighbour as
ourselves.
Ali
Alpha in St John’s Place
Alpha is a course that is run
all over the world to help
people understand the basics
of the Christian Faith. It
starts with a meal and a short interesting
talk, and then there is the chance for
questions and discussion. Its free and
there’s no obligation!
We are running an Alpha in St Johns
Place, on Monday nights, starting on
September 26th. If you’re interested in
attending, or helping run it, please let one
of the staff know.
Sign up sheets will be along nearer the
time!

Welcome Neil and Helen

We’re a group that meet up
And we’re called Knit & Natter
What we achieve - It really won’t matter
We Natter & Knit, Natter & Knit,
Hoping the garment will eventually fit
So to all you people who do same as us,
We just Knit and Natter without any fuss
We’re a bunch of ‘Old-timers’ - Who’s put out to Graze
We don’t want any medals or praise.
We just thank the Good Lord
For His peace and His Grace
And hope one day we will meet Face to Face.
Anon—but she says you will guess who wrote it anyway…..
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 7th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

11th After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 14th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

12th After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 21st August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

13th After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 28th August
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

14th After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 4th September
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

15th After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Weekdays
Every Friday

Weekday Services
9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)

Tue 2nd August 10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
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Communion
Communion
Communion

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion

Listening to God
At the Annual Meeting in April we realised we need to learn to listen to God more
than we do.
We are exploring ways to Listen & Pray, setting aside times for more prayer and
exploring how to feedback what we hear into discerning Gods plans for us.
In August
Saturday 9th 11am - Bring and Share Prayer in the downstairs chapel at St
Michael’s starting with coffee. Bring a Psalm or song or something else through
which God has spoken to you.
Wednesday 3rd 10am to 12 noon - Visit a place to be quiet, Led by Susan.
Wednesday 17th 2 to 3pm - go for a gentle walk, led by Susan.
Sunday 21st - picnic by the river in Lower Bemerton then walk back to St Michael’s.
Wednesday 24th 10.30am to 2.30pm - listen, pray, draw paint, write in the quiet
space of Susan’s home.
Every Thursday 10.30 - 12.30 Creative Prayer open to all including children and
hosted by Haven.
22nd to 26th 12 - 12.30 Contemplative Prayer in St Michael’s.

From the Registers
Funerals
24th June
15th July

Lorna Clarke
Doreen Breen

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of
worship and praise. All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare
for Sunday and join the worship.

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue.
Next meeting on 5th September.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
For August dates contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Some Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
For August dates contact Susan 01980 65275
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm at 41 Australian Avenue
Contact Maureen 333847
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Wider Church
There is a story of a man stranded on a
desert island for years and years. As he
stands on the deck of the rescuing
vessel, the captain says to him, "I
thought you were stranded alone. How come I can see three huts on the
beach?"
"Well," replies the castaway, "that one there is my house and that one
there is where I go to church."
"And the third one?" asks the skipper.
"Oh, that's the church I DON'T go to.”
Given our natural tendency to be parochial I thought I’d keep you up to
date with other church news in Salisbury. Last year Harnham parish
celebrated 600 years of life, and this year is appointing someone to do
mission through music - a bold new adventure! You might be interested
that Wilton are working with the Baptists and City Gate to run a youth
camp for about 30 teenagers! St Marks are joined with Laverstock now,
and do “an hour with God with Brunch” there on a Sunday. Apparently the
bacon butties are drawing people to Jesus, or the other way around! St
Francis are about to start their major building extension programme which will give them expansion room and a cafe on the side of their
church (is it all about food?!). They have also persuaded the Diocese to
buy a house on the new housing estate at Old Sarum and put in a
Christian couple there to plant a new church, building on the work of
Penny Joyce, who is now retiring. St Martins have a half time priest,
Father David Fisher, but I’ve not really heard about going on there. St
Thomas’s have just lost David Linaker, and so will be looking for a new
rector. St Paul’s are losing Jon Langford who’s going to lead a church in
Cornwall.
Churches Together still meet and work with the Anglican Deanery, and
support many projects including the rough sleepers initiative, a Night
Cafe, the Bridge, Street Pastors, Bourne Hill Chaplaincy as well as the
Good Friday Walk of Witness and a Christmas outreach. Although Sue
Holzer, Jo King and others continue to be a source of endless energy and
inspiration, they will miss Jon Langford very much.
And what of the Diocese of Salisbury, or the wider Church of England.
Well it may have escaped your notice, but there is a clergy shortage. The
statistics keep changing, but the stories of places in vacancy for more
10

than a year, and whole Deanery’s where there is only 1 or 2 priests tell it
loud and clear. To counter this there is a drive to discover more clergy,
which is part of a wider Diocesan strategy to encourage all vocations, for
us to deepen our faith. This is part of the desire to Renew our Hope, by
Praying, Serving and Growing. Much as we all groan at such things, its
actually quite good, and in the way of our Bishop, its more about
relationships and transformation, than about sticking to a plan! The
General Synod continues to discuss sexuality and gender - in facilitated
confidential conversations, which seems like a wise and good plan. And if
you didn’t hear - we’ve got a new Archdeacon of Wilts - Sue Broom and a
new Bishop of Sherborne - Karen. At least now you can know a bit more
about the church you don’t go to, if someone asks.
Simon
Ride & Stride
Saturday 10th September
The Annual Fundraiser for Wiltshire Historic Churches trust who we have had
donations from for St John’s and St Michael’s.
Get sponsored to Cycle, walk, run, ride a horse - No motors except mobility
scooters - around churches in Wiltshire.
OR Man one of our churches to greet all the Ride & Striders.
Nicky is co-ordinating riders, strider and sitters and has sponsorship forms.
(nickyhanc@googlemail.com).
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
No meeting in August
September 2nd A Moveable Meal
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church.

***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:
hilaryabird@btinternet.com September Magazine - 15th August
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The George Herbert in Bemerton Group

Summer Programme 2016
‘Angels Musick’
Wednesday 10th August at 7.15 pm at St John’s Place, Lower Road,
Bemerton
We welcome back the Kingsgate Consort from Winchester, after too long a gap
in our programme. The three viol players will also bring a chamber organ and
will play music of the period. Bookings: 01722 334017
Poetry Discussion Group
Wednesday 28th September 10.00 am to 12 noon at Belvedere House, 64
Lower Road,
Canon James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College in the Cathedral Close, will
lead an informal discussion on one of George Herbert’s poems.
Bookings: 01722 410050
We make no charge for our events, but there will be retiring collections for
contributions towards defraying our expenses
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
No Meeting in August
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed about your
local Bemerton Heath Surgery.
Salisbury Medical Practice is a practice which hosts research
activities. This means that you may be asked to participate in research studies. You
do not have to take part and if you decline your normal medical care will not be
affected.
Research is a front line service offering improved experiences and outcomes for
patients, along with new and improved treatments backed by scientific research. It
provides innovative and efficient services with increased skills amongst NHS
professionals.
Practice involvement in research
Research studies help to answer specific questions about health and health care. For
example;
Whether new treatments or ways of organising services are effective - do they work?
Whether those treatments or services are cost-effective - do they give value for
money?
How different health problems develop and progress over time – to help gain a better
understanding of that health problem
The views of patients and health professionals about a particular treatment,
intervention or service and how they might be improved.
What does this mean for you, the patient?
There are different ways that patients can become involved in studies our Practice is
participating in.
A doctor or nurse may talk to you about the study and ask whether you would
consider taking part or you will be sent information through the post if we feel that
you might be a suitable participant
You may read information on the website about a current study and wish to take part
by contacting the practice
Participation in research is entirely voluntary and you have the right to say ‘No’.
Your care and your relationship with your doctor or nurse will not be affected in any
way if you decide not to take part in a research study
You will always receive clear information about what taking part in a research study
would involve.
Nobody from outside this practice will be given your contact details or have access to
your medical records without your prior consent. If you do agree to take part in a
study, you will be asked to sign a consent form – this will clearly state which parts
of your notes (if any) may be looked at for the purposes of the research
For more information, please visit www.salisburymedicalpractice.co.uk and click
‘Research’.
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curates
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Revd Neil Robinson (split role also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

Laurence Newton

07969816999

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Caitey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
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Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings

L.R. Weedon
Joinery
Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects

With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen

carpentry & joinery work

£12 per hour

from kitchen installation to

slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

hand crafted woodwork

of bespoke

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

THE WHITE HORSE
QUIDHAMPTON

102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
leonweedon@hotmail.com

AT

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy,
Sports Massage,
Indian Head Massage

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD
REAL ALES
ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO
THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.
SP2 9AS

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk
01722 744448

With a portable massage couch
and massage chair
I can give massages in the home
or office!
Tel: 07843 198223
e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com
website:
www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313

