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Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

L.R. Weedon
Joinery
Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects
of bespoke
carpentry & joinery work
from kitchen installation to
hand crafted woodwork
102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
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leonweedon@hotmail.com
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Last year we found out about a large legacy given to the parish I decided
that we should decide as a community what God’s purposes for this
money might be. We have worked together on what we would like to learn
and achieve through the decision making process. We spent the weekend
together in January discussing our values and vision, and working on
criteria to judge the suggestions for using the money. We have now
collected lots of suggestions for what God might want us to do with the
money, and these have been sorted against the criteria and made into
options. At the end of this month, everyone on the electoral roll will have a
vote on what we should do next. (If you’re not on the electoral roll please
fill in a form from the back of one of the churches and let us have it!). Its
an exciting time - it seems amazing that God has found us faithful in small
things and so is entrusting us with more. Its why we really want to make
wise decisions with His resources.
Whatever we decide for God’s purposes, two things seem to have
happened.
One is that it feels like there is a much bigger vision for the parish - bigger
than just doing some repairs or putting up a new signpost. It feels like our
hope is renewed, our faith has grown. There was an amazing picture
someone had of one of the churches covered in gold, and the word from
God was that “you are special and so precious to me - like gold”!
Sometimes this parish, and we’re not alone in this, can think that its just
plodding on, doing the best it can, but not really expecting or believing
much to change. Well this legacy and our meetings have given us an
appetite for a much bigger vision - a church that will grow and reach out to
others, and tell the gospel and stand up for Jesus. Keep your eyes open
for a new vision to be presented soon of all that might be in Bemerton.
The second thing that has happened is that its clear that enormous though
this legacy is, it won’t be enough to do all that we thinking God is asking
us to do. In fact, rather than limit us - we’ve only got this much to spend - it
has in fact encouraged us to be bolder with God. If God can give us this
much, then why not more? We read and sing and talk about God’s
unlimited resources, He is God after all! So if this bigger vision is from
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Him, then it seems that we are just at the start of it, and this money has
been a great encouragement, but it is like bread on the waters for what
will come.
Its worth reminding ourselves that we thought St Johns needed £350,000
to be saved, and we had £150 from a cake sale to start, and £600 from
another church. It took just 8 years to raise £3/4 million - and God only
knows where it all came from!! Or the cafe at St Michaels - built in a cold,
unused, foyer space - a gift of £6000 being multiplied into over £40,000 of
investment. Now the cafe not only makes £5000 a year, but there are
dozens of volunteers, hundreds of customers and we work with the
Listening Place and Trussell Trust to serve the community. God rewards
those who take risks for Him. So lets be bold!
Simon

Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 11 - 12.30, at St Michaels Lower Chapel
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 11th & 25th April
Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am
4 More details from Alan Winstanley 333847

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Learning to Draw
Alan Winstanley will guide you through some basic techniques at the
Community Centre Poppy Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 10.30am - 12.30
in the Coffee & Chat Café. Bring your own knitting
or sewing or knit for charities. Some wool,
patterns and needles can be provided. Beginners
or experienced
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £4 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 11th April
Chicken Hot Pot with cauliflower and carrots followed by trifle
Get your Hair Cut - Claire Shipp will lose her long locks in a public hair
cut on April 2nd after Fun Church—to raise money for Church Funds.
There is a sponsor form in St Michael’s. Her hair will be used to make
wigs for children with cancer.
Jumble Sale - the Jumble sale in March raised £293.47.
Thanks to everyone who helped set up, sort & sell.
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Serve - Lent Appeal for the South Sudan
As a diocese we have been linked with what is now the South Sudan for 44
years. It is a part of the world in which there has been relentless
conflict. After the hope of independence in July 2011, they have fallen back
into violence and there is great suffering. Some 3.4 million women, men
and children are displaced from their homes. The economy has collapsed,
malnutrition has soared and hunger has taken a firm hold. At least 100,000
people are now facing starvation and a further one million are on the brink
of famine. We cannot do nothing and Bishop Nicholas is appealing to the
diocese for urgent help for our brothers and sisters.
You might have seen reports that Archbishop Justin and Pope Francis are
considering a joint visit to the South Sudan at the request of the South
Sudanese Council of Churches. If they go, they will want to know that we
will be behind them with prayer and practical assistance. This is an urgent
time and much is needed of us.
Our link began with prayer so that informed prayer would lead to financial
giving and the development of a partnership in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This Lent Bishop Nicholas invites us to rediscover the joy of this:
giving generously to those who are in great need.
Our Lent Appeal will be given to Christian Aid’s crisis appeal for the South
Sudan so that we are part of the coordinated and local response where
there is greatest need. As a parish at Bemerton we support Christian Aid,
but please do give individually as well to feed the people of the South Sudan
in this present crisis.
You can donate online through JustGiving at http://www.justgiving.com/
campaigns/charity/sdbf/southsudan2017
You can give by text message. Send “SSUD17 £10” to 70070 to give £10 via
text message.
You can make a cheque payable to Salisbury DBF SSA. Send to South Sudan
Appeal, Church House, Crane Street, Salisbury, SP1 2QB
6

St John’s Place - Alpha Course Plus
Following on from the Alpha Course a small group will be continuing to
meet on Thursday evenings at St John’s Place from 7-9pm. It is a
chance to share a simple meal, talk about God, the Bible, and pray.
All are welcome. It is helpful but not essential to let Andrew & Susie
(01722 326518) or Nick & Elspeth (01722 324880) know if you are
coming.
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
April 7th
Easter Reflections
Norma’s
th
May 5
Vietnam & Cambodia - Reflections Helen’s
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm.
Next meeting 24th April.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - alternate Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
Next meeting 25th April.
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
Meeting on 12th & 26th April
Contact Susan 01980 652751
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.
Next meeting 4th May.
Contact Maureen 333847

Prayer & Praise - with the Music group
Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels
Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an hour of
prophetic prayer and praise.
All are welcome to prepare for Sunday and join the worship.

Other Dates
April 5th
PCC Meeting Poppy Room 7.30pm
April 12th LPA’s meeting Jenny’s 7.30pm
April 20th Prayer Ministry Meeting Pat & Terry’s 7.30pm
Saturday 1st July Neil’s Ordination Cathedral 4.30pm followed by a
party at the Community Centre
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 2nd April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

5th of Lent
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 9th April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Palm Sunday
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 16th April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Easter Day
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 23rd April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

2nd of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 30th April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

3rd of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is part of the St Michael’s Service

Sunday 7th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

4th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be part of the St Michael’s
service on Sunday 30th April. Annual Reports will be available at the back of
churches, online and by email request.
8You need to be on the church electoral roll to vote - see page 11

Weekday Services
Weekdays
Every Friday

9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)

Tuesday 4th April
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court

Communion
Communion
Communion

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Holy Week Services
St Michael’s will be open every day from 9am to 5pm with Prayer
stations to explore around the Church.
Thursday 13th April
Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm
St Michael’s
Communion and Watch Night
The Night of watching follows Communion until Midnight
Friday 14th April
Good Friday
10 am
St Michael’s
Good Friday Procession
Following the stations of the cross to Bemerton Methodist Church
11 am
Bemerton Methodists Service & Hot Cross Buns
12 noon
St Andrew’s
Hour by the Cross meditations

Lent Group - St Andrews, 7:30 - 8:45pm - Psalms
Every Tuesday in Lent, from 7th March to 11th April.
A short trip through some favourite psalms. A chance to sing, pray and reflect on a hymnbook that is 2,500 years old, and still popular today.
Ending with Compline around 8:30pm.
If you need transport
Contact Ruth Main on 07751 354667 or (01722) 334995
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Thought for the Month
New birth and being born of the spirit - John 3 1-17
When Jesus says in Johns gospel ‘You must be born from above’ What
does he mean? What does it mean to be born of the Spirit?
John’s gospel shows that there is a difference between those who take
Jesus’ teaching literally and miss the point of it, and those that
understand its spiritual depth.
The theme that echoes throughout Johns gospel is that of darkness into
light. Nicodemus meets God in the darkness of his unknowing. It’s no
coincidence he comes to Jesus at night, he didn’t want anyone to see that
he was having this conversation with Jesus.
Within six verses the word “born” is used eight times. Birth is a painful
and messy business, to be newborn is to be in a place of complete
dependence, of complete unknowing, of complete openness to formative
forces.
Nicodemus is questioning Jesus and has witnessed his teaching and the
signs and wonders of the Kingdom of God. Jesus explains to him and
invites him to see in a new way the Kingdom of God.
But Nicodemus is confused by the literal translation, complicated by the
fact that the same word can mean either born ‘anew’ or ‘born from
above’.
‘Being born from above’ points to the deeper (higher) dimension and
meaning of a birth that is from and of God.
Nicodemus had already been physically born once. He was born into the
traditions of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law. A priority for him
would be the ritual purity and holiness and the interpretation and his
religious tradition.
Jesus challenges him by saying that to enter the kingdom of God, he
needs to "born from above," often translated as "born again."
Jesus is speaking metaphorically, but Nicodemus thinks literally and
protests ‘that a person cannot enter into the mother's womb a second
time and be born’ (v. 4).
Jesus is talking about being reborn spiritually, about a new birth that it is
a breaking free of unbelief into belief, of darkness into light, of restricted,
judgmental
life into abundant life.
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Like physical birth it involves leaving behind the past and breaking into
the present. And just like physical birth, sometimes it takes longer than
we would like, and at other times it comes upon us before we are ready!
The great thing is that Spiritual new birth is set in motion by God's Grace,
but it requires us to be open to receiving the Holy Spirit. Then we will
become more and more Christ like, shaped by him until our resurrection
bodies the whole of our being is infused with the things of the Spirit and
Christ’s resurrected life becomes not just part, but the whole of who we
are.
This is not just for our own benefit. It is for the good of the whole created
order. If we are born again and are in Christ we are called to become, life
givers, life breathers and life makers.
Jesus said…You must be born from above’

Ali

Are you on the church electoral roll?
If not, and you consider yourself to be a member of the church here,
please do join. Just complete an electoral roll form - from the back of
church. That way you can take a full part in the decisions we make
together as a church.
***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
each month or send me items by email: hilaryabird@btinternet.com May
Magazine - 20th April
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church.

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
13th April Annual General Meeting
Bobby Van
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman
Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
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George Herbert Evenings
Tuesday 16 May at 7.00pm in St Andrew's Church
"Sev'n whole dayes, not one in seven".
Talk by Revd Canon Eric Woods DL, Vicar of Sherborne.
An exploration of what a service would have looked like in
George Herbert's time.
Bookings: 01722 321771.

Thursday 6 July at 7.00pm in St. Andrew's Church
"Licenced for the Presse".
George Herbert's 'Temple' and other 17th-century literary manuscripts in
the Bodleian Library. Talk by Michael Webb, Curator of Early Modern
Archives & Manuscripts at the Bodleian Library. Michael is an archivist and
a historian and will talk about the context of George Herbert's manuscript
with reference to other 17th century holdings in the Bodleian Library.
Bookings: 01722 330295.
Events are free with a retiring collection. Booking is required for numbers.
Details to Follow……….

Friday 18 August at 7.00pm at Wilton House Restaurant
An Evening with Timothy West.
Remember the George Herbert Festival
in 2014?
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take this
opportunity to keep the parish residents informed.
Keep your mind active
and come Volunteer at
Bishopdown, Bemerton
Heath, Wilton Health Centre or Salisbury
Medical Practice this includes Salisbury
Medical Practice’s Fountain Cafe – Please
Contact byron.gallagher@nhs. for more
info.
If you or your organisation would like to
hold a support café or drop in at Salisbury
Medical Practice, please email
katy.gillingham@nhs.net or call 01722
333034.

Salisbury Medical Practice holds a
monthly Memory Café on the 4th
Wednesday of each month
between 1:30pm – 3pm for people
living with dementia and their
carers to share. You do not have to
be registered as a patient to
attend. Free tea, coffee and cake
are provided. An advisor from the
Alzheimer’s Society attends to
answer any questions as well as
guests such as Wiltshire Sight and
Swan Advocacy! Please call the
practice for more information on
01722 333034 or check our
website.

Bowel Cancer Awareness Month
April is Bowel Cancer Awareness Month.
The practice would like to remind you of
the importance of the Bowel Cancer
Screening Programme (BCSP).
Bowel Cancer is the fourth most common
cancer in the UK. When detected at an early stage, before any symptoms appear, it is
easier to treat and there is a better chance of surviving it.
The BCSP is an NHS population screening programme, inviting both women and men
aged 60-74 years of age, every two years.
Taking part in the BCSP reduces your chances of dying from Bowel Cancer. However,
all screening involves a balance of potential harms, as well as benefits. It’s
recommended you take part in screening when invited, but it is up to you if you want
to have it.

Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curates
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Revd Neil Robinson (split role also Chaplain to Deaf & Hard of Hearing People)
coolie66smiley@gmail.com
07717 055219 (text only)
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

01980 652751
320294
333604

Laurence Newton

07969816999

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Caitey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313
Gardening? Maintenance?
General DIY Help?

Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
call Paul on 07840 564 973

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843
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Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd

THE WHITE HORSE AT
QUIDHAMPTON

Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour
slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.
16

A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE PUB WITH
A WARM WELCOME, GREAT REAL
ALES & HOME COOKED FOOD
WHITEHORSEQUIDHAMPTON.CO.UK
LOWER ROAD QUIDHAMPTON SP2 9AS

01722 744448

