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I do love the month of February, but maybe that’s because as a child I 
knew that once Christmas was over February was not far away, and it 
would soon be my Birthday, and this year it’s a big Birthday too!!  

Did you make any New years resolutions and how are they going? 

I often wonder why, because of an arbitrary bit of counting, that we call 
the calendar, we choose the coldest, darkest, most difficult days of the 
year to try to suddenly challenge ourselves to pull our socks up, and fix 
everything in our lives, in one go! I don’t know about you but at this time 
of year all I want to do is curl up somewhere warm and dry and keep 
warm, surrounded by all the things that bring me comfort! 

Now don’t get me wrong, there's nothing wrong with wanting to make 
changes in your life, to stop doing things or take up a new challenges. 
But from my experience and others it doesn't work just like that – 
scientists have shown that it takes 30 days for a new routine to become a 
habit, and we need plans to get new actions into habits.  

The following poem by Adrian Plass describes so well how many of us 
feel about new year's resolutions. 

 
Once I've cleaned this house up properly, I honestly think I'll get 

somewhere. 
Once I've pulled out every single piece of furniture and used an abrasive 

cloth with strong stuff on it, I think I shall come to grips with the rest of 
my life. 

Once I've put everything into separate piles, each containing the same 
sort of thing, if you know what I mean. I think I'll manage. 

Once I've written a list that includes absolutely everything, I think the 
whole business will seem very much clearer. 

Once I've had time to work slowly from one item to another, I'm sure 
things will change. 

Once I've eaten sensibly for a week and a half, 
Once I've sorted out the things that are my fault, 
Once I've sorted out the things that are NOT my fault, 
Once I've spent a little more time reading useful books, being with people 

I like, going to pottery classes, getting out into the air, making bread, 
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drinking less, drinking more, going to the theatre, adopting a third world 
child, eating free range eggs and writing long letters. 

Once I've pulled every single piece of furniture right out and cleaned it all 
properly. 

Once I've become somebody else, I honestly think I'll get somewhere. 
 
How many of us are trying to change who we are because we think that's 
the problem – or that we're more likely to be loved if we change?  

Jesus came to a world that was hurting and hating, because He loves it, 
just as it is. And he loves you, just as you are. He longs to know you and 
all that you love and hate about yourself. We don't have to change to be 
loved by Jesus. The world tells us that if we change x, our lives will 
become perfect. Jesus says that he loves us, even in our imperfections.  

In the darkest days of the year, Jesus walks with us and as we choose to 
be in relationship and to walk with him, our lives are changed in the 
process too. 

So this month as we begin to see signs of Spring – new buds, new 
shoots, birds busy in the trees and hedges. The days lengthen and we 
look forward to the new season.  

And as we begin the great season of Lent, a time in the church year when 
we join our faith journey with Jesus’ journey to the Cross.  

May we also find hope in the new life of Spring, and trust that Jesus will 
guide us through these brightening days, as we approach the drama and 
sorrow of Holy Week and the joy of Easter Day.  

            Yours in Christ, Ali 

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month.  

Tuesday  9th February Coffee & Chat 11am St Michael’s Community Centre   

Tuesday 23rd February 10.30am Fisherton Mill in Fisherton Street. 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 

Alabaré have recently moved into another warehouse on Churchfields 

Estate and need help sorting bags of clothes. They are meeting on 
Saturday 20th February in the morning at Unit 1 Glendale Business Park 
(off Telford Rd).  If you can help let them know on 322882 or 
enquiries@alabare.co.uk 
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Celebrating George Herbert 
 
Have you been in St. Andrews Church on Lower Rd? Many people assume 
its a locked building, or part of the traffic island. In fact its kept open 
every day by a small army of volunteers and has regular communion 
services  twice a week. It is visited by locals in need of somewhere to 
pray or find space, but also by pilgrims from much farther afield - India, 
Japan, USA - as it is the last resting place of George 
Herbert. George (not our Geoffrey) lived in the 17th 
century, and you might have sung one or two of his 
hymns - Let all the World in every Corner Sing, or 
heard one of his poems - Love bade me Welcome.  

The treasure of St. Andrews, George Herbert and his 
writings and poems have fallen to us to look after - by 
birth or accident this is our parish and so looking after George is our 
responsibility. The Friends of St. Andrews (a sub-group of the PCC) look 
after the building and have recently put in heaters, cushions and new 
lighting. Another group, with the not very catchy but extremely accurate 
name of “The George Herbert in Bemerton Group” exist to put on a few 
events each year looking at some aspect of Herbert and his life and work. 
In 2014 they did a massive festival, with Rowan Williams and others. For 
2016 they have decided on a musical-themed programme with 3  talks / 
performances from Simon Jackson, Kingsgate Consort and Barry 
Ferguson. Herbert played the viol (like a guitar) and composed music, so 
it is an interesting angle to look at. Dates for these will be announced in 
February. Bemerton St. John School will again be involved in a poetry 
competition, and there will be a poetry discussion in the Autumn. All these 
events are free, very jolly, no expert knowledge is needed or expected, 
and end with drinks by the river in one of the gardens down the Lower 
Rd. 

Before all that though, there is the commemoration day (we can’t have a 
saints day) for Mr Herbert, which falls on 28th February, the day he died 
in 1633. This year we are having an Evensong at 4pm, in St. Andrews, 
with refreshments afterwards. A retired Bishop of St. Albans, and relative 
of George - Rt Rev Christopher Herbert, is coming to give the talk. You 
are all most welcome to come! 
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Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Would you like to learn to draw? 
 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide you 

through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy Room on 

Thursdays from 3pm-5pm There will be a small charge for any materials 

used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute beginners to have fun 

together and hopefully learn something new.  

Telephone 333847 to book a place.  

Saturday Breakfast - his month will be on February 20th 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat 

Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our 

own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be 

provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome. 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  
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Fun and Fundraising  

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.  
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around 
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told 
and  any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will 
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday 9th February 
 

Liver & bacon in onion gravy mash, carrots & Brussels sprouts. 
Followed by Bread and butter pudding  

Jumble Sale 

Saturday 27th February  1 - 3 pm 

St Michael’s Community Centre 

Setting up from 10 am 

Shrove Tuesday 

9th February 

 

Join us for Pancakes in the Poppy Room at the 

Community Centre at 7.30 

Butter, lemon, sugar? - How do you like yours? 
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Mark’s Gospel 
 

Mark 1:1 (NIV): “The beginning of the good news about 
Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God”.  

A simple beginning to the shortest, most basic account of Jesus’s 
life. Mark’s gospel is sometimes dismissed or overlooked. It doesn’t 

have the birth narratives, it has little ethical teaching, it doesn’t 
have the mystery of John. Its like a Sun version for Roman soldiers. 
This Lent I’d like to take you on a journey deeper into Mark - to 
show you how carefully its written, how cleverly it works and the 
amazing picture of Jesus and faith that emerges. From Feb 23rd 
onwards - Tuesday nights, 7:30pm, in St. Andrews. Some worship, 
some reading. You’ll never see Mark the same again. 

So back to verse 1. The first lines of a book, the opening moments 
of a film, even the first time you meet someone - these are vital, 

key - they set the tone for the rest of it, they frame it and introduce 
it. “The beginning of the good news”: Is he about to tell us how it 
begins, or is the whole of Mark just the beginning of the good news 
(because in a sense the good news keeps happening even now)? 
And what is it that is such good news? Keep reading Mark and look 

for it - is it the person who’s healed, or the feeding of the 5000? 
What is the good news?  

“Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God” Well its pretty clear who Mark 
thinks Jesus is then - there is no speculation - so-called Messiah. 
There is no explanation or introduction - have you heard of this man 
called Jesus, or a Messiah is a Hebrew word meaning anointed, and 

some Jews believed that this Messiah would be a revolutionary who 
would lead the nation into better times. None of that. And what are 
we to make of “the Son of God”. Did I know God had children? Is he 
claiming divinity or just a sort of messenger. Is Jesus God or 
human? 

Its a bold, bare, introduction. Then the screen goes blank. Verse 2 is 
a prophecy from Isaiah, and then John the Baptist comes on stage, 

to fulfil that prophecy. John is here to point to Jesus, so Jesus is the 
next to come on stage. Jesus calls Simon and Andrew, then James 
and John, and the stage begins to fill with characters. As you read 
the gospel (please do, in 1 or 2 sittings if you can, its about an hour 
from start to finish) you hear miracle after miracle, healings, 
demons driven out. There is a great pace to it - Jesus is always on 
his way from one place to another - and there is a growing tension. 
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Although many named individuals follow him and great crowds too, 

there are groups who oppose him - Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees 
- people with power and influence. The “spring time” of the first 7 or 
8 chapters turns darker as people begin to plot his death, and 3 

times Jesus predicts it himself. Peter proclaims Jesus the Christ, and 
Jesus is transfigured on the mountain, and then its down into the 
valley, and leading his followers into Jerusalem. We know what is 
coming, and then Mark puts in a chapter of Apocalyptic writing - only 

found in Daniel and Revelation in the whole rest of the Bible - before 
the trial and crucifixion. Then the original copies of Mark end - 
suddenly, half way through a sentence. Bet you want to find out 
more now? Come to the lent course!     Simon 

St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

February 5th  Planning Meeting 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

Bemerton Flower Arrangers 

Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the churches. 

Get Cash Fit in 2016 
Charlotte Bell From Christians Against Poverty (CAP) spoke about the work of 
CAP when she visited St Michael’s before Christmas. She mentioned the CAP 
Money Course. 
The 3 session course is available to all who would like to be 
better at money management. If that is something you would 
like to achieve in 2016, the Money Course is for you.  Even 
better news is that we could run the course at St Michael’s.  
If you are interested please speak to Frank, Gillian or Ali to 
sign up as a potential attendee: then we can set up a course 
at the Community Centre - so you CAN become Cash Fitter in 
2016. 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 7th February      Next before Lent  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 14th February     1st of Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
  

Sunday 21st February      2nd of Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
           

Sunday 28th February     3rd of Lent  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

 4 pm  St Andrew’s George Herbert Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 6th March       4th of Lent  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 4 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 31 Stanley Little Rd at 7.30pm. 
Meeting on 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd February.   Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 9th & 23rd February.   Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd. Meeting on 
10th & 24th February.     Contact Susan  01980 65275 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm. Next meeting 11th 
November at 104 Queen Alexandra Rd   Contact Maureen 333847 
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Weekday Services 
 

Tue 2nd February 10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 

 

Ash Wednesday 

10th February   St Andrew’s   Communion  7.30 pm  

 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 

From the Registers 
 

Funerals 

30th December   Sallie Ann Morris 

6th January   Frank John Cloraine Kerley   

13th January   Barry Smith 

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme 
If you need a lift to Church either very week or occasionally 

please ring Ruth Main and she will do her best to find a volunteer 
driver to provide transport.  
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667 

Lent  Group this year is looking at Marks Gospel 
Tuesdays in Lent - February 23rd, 

March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 
7.30 - 9pm St Andrew’s Church 

Prayers for St John’s Place 
Our regular prayers focussing on the work and future use of 
St John’s building will be at Katherine’s house -  5 Boundary 
Close, South Wilts Cricket Field  

Next meeting 9th February at 7:30.  
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Christian Aid visitor from Bangladesh brings tales of “Life on the 
edge” to Wiltshire. 
Tuesday 9 February 11am – Malmesbury Abbey and 6.30pm – St Mary’s 
Marlborough. Everyone welcome to these free events. 

Tales of the desperately precarious life of islanders in the mighty rivers of 
Bangladesh will be brought to life when a Christian Aid worker visits Wiltshire 
on Shrove Tuesday. 

Rezwana Islam, a programme support officer from the world’s most densely 
populated country, will share her stories of defenceless families on the edge of 
survival. She will explain how the effects of climate change are part of daily life 
in Bangladesh and how thousands of river islanders fear their crops, their 
homes and even their children might be swept away in the next flood. 

Rezwana will highlight projects that will feature in this year’s Christian Aid 
Week May 15-21. She will share the story of a young mother of four, 
Morsheda, who lives in daily fear of the destructive powers of the Brahmaputra 
river, which brings dangerous snakes into her home and threatens to destroy 
everything.  

But she will also tell supporters how safety for families like Morsheda is just six 
feet away, as Christian Aid partners build earth plinths six feet high for homes 
and provide seeds and livestock to replace fear with relative security. 

She said: “I am delighted to be given this opportunity to visit Dorset and share 
with supporters the reality of the incredible difference their fundraising is 
making. 

“The communities our partners work with are extremely poor and marginalised, 
with no protection. They are climate victims and they have no choice but to 
face natural calamities, sometimes at the cost of their lives. 

“Christian Aid’s attitude and contribution are really praiseworthy. I feel the 
whole process is like a relay race started by dedicated supporters in the UK, 
who raise funds and pass the baton to us in Bangladesh which we pass to our 
valuable partners and in the last lap they pass it to the beneficiaries.  

“I feel that, through this race we all are connected, and share a common spirit 
of helping the poor and changing lives.  

“I am very much excited that families I have met will have their story told in 
Christian Aid week 2016. I am keen to meet the supporters and volunteers, 
who so sincerely support our programmes to help vulnerable people move 
forward.  

“You have already done a lot, but our problems are enormous, we need your 
continuing support to move forward.” 
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Clarence (to report road/pavement defects) 0800 23 23 23 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take  
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed 

about  your local Bemerton Heath Surgery. 
   

Salisbury Leg Club - Tuesdays 9am - 12noon 
Fisherton House, Fountain Way 

 

A unique partnership between Salisbury Medical Practice,  
Harcourt Medical Centre, and Millstream Medical Centre.  
Their patients, friends, family and our local community. 

 

Providing free community-based treatment for those with leg ulcers and  
other lower limb problems. Health promotion, education and on-going 

care for people of all age groups. 
 

Share experiences and gain peer support in an informal, social 
environment. No appointment necessary.  

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

11th February Bulgaria  Richard Parsons 

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

***Magazine Articles***  

There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check 

sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:  

hilaryabird@btinternet.com          March Magazine  15th February 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 

 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curate 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Linda Carley    326747 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 
Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Katey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 



L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? 
       
      Odd Jobs? 
 

Do you need help with your garden 
 or someone to do it for you? 
Need a hand with odd jobs? 
 
call Paul on 07840 546 973 



EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 

Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 

THE WHITE HORSE AT  

QUIDHAMPTON 

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD 
REAL ALES  

ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN 
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO 

 

THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.  
SP2 9AS 

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk   
01722 744448 


