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In the week following
Easter, I was once again
host to a small group of
ordinands from the South
Western Ministerial Training College spending a week with their
colleagues in Goldophin School. One of the placements offered was to
spend a day in our diverse parish of Bemerton. They had all learned
about George Herbert and so our day started in St Andrew’s Church
where we talked about the focus of this church in the life of the parish.
Later we walked along to St John’s Church to get a look from the outside
and talk about future plans. They were so interested to know how it was
going on as previous years had told them about it and were keen to know
how far we had progressed.
After a quick car tour of the parish, lunch took place in the Poppy Room
after seeing what we could offer with our Community Centre facilities.
They were very impressed by Coffee & Chat Cafe as an outreach to the
community and the friendly greeting given to them by Coleen who just
happened to be enjoying her coffee. Our excursion ended in St Michael’s
and it was an insight for them to experience that feeling of a work in
progress but also a space soaked in prayer, praise and spiritual energy
alongside infectious faith enthusiasm.
Their remarks made me very conscious and proud of the journey our
parish is making – the refurbishment of St John’s and all that it promises
for the future; the continual building of contacts with our ecumenical
friends; the way that Open the Book has cemented our relationships with
the schools and parents; the exciting life of the Community Centre – so
much going on every week for all ages; the metamorphosis of St
Michael’s which may seem slow but one can see God’s amazing power
behind it all.
The group left inspired by their visit as they continue on in their training. It
would be wonderful if all those visitors to St Andrew’s,
St Michael’s, the Community Centre and later St John’s could be
energised by their meeting with God in all these places and more
importantly, by the God centred people they meet anywhere in the parish;
people gifted by God.
Recently Simon preached about Vocation Sunday which helped us
recognise God’s gifts in the lives of others. I have been re-reading
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book ‘The Preaching Life’. In it she says, “God
does not call us once but many times ............ calls to particular
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communities and calls to particular tasks within them....... calls to seek
God wherever God may be found.” She also said, “Together we can hear
our calls and together we can answer them, if only we will listen for the
still, small voice that continues to speak to us in the language of our
lives.” Let’s try and listen a little more.
Susan

Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 10th May
sausages in onion gravy, with mash, cabbage & carrots followed by
crumble & custard

‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev
Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre
Learning to Draw
Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm in the Poppy Room. Contact Alan to
book a place telephone 333847.

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.
Craft Morning Saturday 7th May
Community Centre
Another chance to try some crafts or buy some
crafty gifts……..

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat
Café.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
The Music Group meet on Thursdays for half an hour in St
Michael’s at 7.30 to practice ready for Sunday. Followed by
an hour of worship and praise.
Anyone is welcome to join them to learn new songs,
prepare for Sunday and join the worship.
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the churches.

Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
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House Groups
To those in church a “house group” is well understood - a group that meets in a
house! But to newcomers it can sound a bit strange and frightening. To go in to
someone else’s house, and sit around with possible strangers.. what will be
expected of me? What should I wear? Will it be ok if I have to leave early? Will
they ask me questions? Will it be like school?
Groups of Christians used to meet in each other houses since the very early
days - Jesus went to the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. There was a
group that met at Lydia’s house mentioned in the book of Acts. Sometime
these groups had food, sometimes they were for specific things - prayer (when
Peter was in jail) or teaching (that time St. Paul went on so long someone fell
asleep and fell off the window ledge!). The church was really copying the
practice of the Jews, most of whose faith and worship happened in a family
unit, in a home.
So in Bemerton we have house-groups run by Susan, Laurence, Maureen,
and Shirley. Susan’s is during the day, all of them are on different days of the
week. They each have their own feel - so don’t be afraid to try one and see if
its right, and then try another - no-one will be offended! The idea is to have
time to meet and share the good and bad parts of the Christian journey
together. Often there’s not time on a Sunday to know people well enough, so a
house group is the place where you can really make friends and find people to
support you and a place where you can belong. About 2/3rd of the church is in
a group, so if you’re not in one yet, why not try it? And if there’s not one on at
the right time, talk to Susan or Simon and we’ll see what we can do!

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue.
Meeting on 9th, 16th, 23rd May.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
Meeting on 10th & 31st May.
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Some Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd. Meeting on 11th
& 18th May.
Contact Susan 01980 65275
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.
Next meeting 12th May at 41 Australian Avenue Contact Maureen 333847

***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:
hilaryabird@btinternet.com June Magazine - 15th May
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Thought for the Month
John 21.15 -19
John’s gospel recounts a conversation between the risen Jesus and
Simon Peter, at the lakeside in Galilee, after Peter has gone out fishing all night with some of the other apostles – and caught nothing
until Jesus appears on the shore and directs them to let down their
nets, and they then catch so many fish they can hardly drag the nets
ashore. There is much we can reflect on in all that...how we can do
nothing from our own strengths ... but everything when listen and
obey God’s leading of us, for example. But it is the conversation I
want to look at.
Three times Jesus asks Peter if he loves him. And three times Peter
says “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you”. We hear echoes of those
three times that Peter denied even knowing Jesus on the night that
he was arrested; and understand that part of what was happening
was Peter experiencing forgiveness and the call to pastor and lead
the church in spite of his human failings. But there is more in the
original Greek words that were written.
In English, we use the word love to cover everything from “I love
chocolate” to “I love my mother” and Valentine’s Day greetings! In
Greek there are many words for love – and it’s not the same word
used by Jesus and Peter each time in these three exchanges. Twice
we read Jesus using the word “agape” and Peter replying with the
word “philo”. “Philo” was the normal Greek word used to express the
affection one feels for a good friend. But “agape” is a word only
used to describe the way Jesus loved – the love he told his followers
to exercise towards one another – the kind of love Paul describes in
1 Corinthians 13.
“Agape” is costly, selfless love requiring us to choose to think and act
in ways that put the other person’s true welfare and good before our
own feelings. Jesus asks Peter, if he loves him like that. But Peter,
too conscious of his over confidence and failing Jesus on Good Friday
to claim he can live up to that, replies with a lesser word for his deep
love and commitment to the greatest friend he has ever known. Finally, Jesus uses Peter’s word “philo” as he entrusts him with the responsibility of leading the church and one day facing death for following him. And that amazing grace of God is still there for all of us.
Gillian
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 1st May
8 am
10.30 am
6 pm

St Andrew’s
St Michael’s
St Andrew’s

6th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 8th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

7th of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 15th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Pentecost
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 22nd May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 29th May
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

1st After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 5th June
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

2nd After Trinity
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Thursday 5th May
11 am
St Michael’s Lower Chapel Ascension Day Communion
Weekdays
Every Friday
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9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)

Weekday Services
Tue 3rd May
10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Christian Aid - Big Brekkie - “Save a life with a sausage sarnie!”
Christian Aid week is 15th - 21st May.
Christian Aid Week unites over 20,000 churches to put this love in to
action. In years gone past we at Bemerton have collected house-tohouse, and we still give 2.5% of our church
collection, but this year we’re going one
further - the Big Brekkie! And we’re inviting
all the churches and Christians in Salisbury to
come too!
So let’s bring our community together and get
cracking. We’ll need lots of helpers too - so
please see Susan, Simon, Gillian or Ali.
Join us, and bring a friend - 21st May, 9:00 - 11:00am in
St.Michael’s Community Centre
Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church either very week or
occasionally please ring Ruth Main and she will do her
best to find a volunteer driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month.
Tuesday 10th May Coffee & Chat 11am St Michael’s Community Centre
Tuesday 31st May 10.30am Fisherton Mill in Fisherton Street.
More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
May 6th
Photos with Susan at Susan’s home in Durrington
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747
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This is the first in 2016 of the series of Remembrance of those men
from the parish who died 100 years ago in the First World War.
Arthur Cannings 1896 – 1916
Private 5th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment
Arthur Cannings was born in Donhead St Andrew, the third child of Charles
and Fanny Cannings. His mother’s family were agricultural labourers and
woodmen from East Tisbury. His father’s grandparents were agricultural
labourers from Great Wishford but the next generation found other occupations
such as gardener and railway worker (platelayer) though they all began as
farm workers.
Arthur’s father, Charles Cannings, began work as a woolpicker in the Wilton
feltworks when he was thirteen, but he soon became a farm carter which
meant looking after the horses and had jobs in West Wiltshire and Dorset.
He and his wife Fanny had eight children most of whom were born at
Wimborne St Giles but the last was born in Fugglestone. Charles’s parents
had lived there for some time and it is that connection that led to Arthur’s name
being on our lych gate memorial. His name was mis-spelled as Canning in the
rector’s notebook and that was repeated on the memorial.
Arthur Cannings is also commemorated on the Salisbury war memorial - his
parents moved into Salisbury during the war.
War service
It is likely that Arthur volunteered at the beginning of the war. The 5th battalion
of the Wiltshire Regiment was one of the “Kitchener” battalions formed from
volunteers in the first months of the war. The newly trained troops sailed for
Turkey on 1 July 1915 straight into the Gallipoli campaign, probably the most
extreme baptism of fire that could be imagined.
Arthur’s active service began on 16 October 1915, after the most disastrous
part of the campaign, but conditions were appalling, probably worse than on
the western front. More men died of disease than warfare and appalling
weather in late November meant some died of exposure. The troops were
evacuated, the last leaving on 9 January 1916, and they sailed for Egypt where
for three weeks they enjoyed the feeling of safety, good food, proper training
and hot baths.
Then the orders came to go to Mesopotamia, present day Iraq, where
conditions were similar. Many hearts must have sunk.
After problems with transport, supplies, equipment and flooding the battalion
was part of an unsuccessful attempt to relieve the siege of Kut on 5 April.
There was a fierce counter attack on 18th April.
Arthur Cannings died of wounds on 21st April; it is not known exactly when he
was injured. Many wounded men could not be rescued straightaway and
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faced a very difficult journey to any kind of hospital.
Amara cemetery, where Arthur Cannings is buried, was created when Amara
became a hospital centre in 1915. In 1933 all headstones had to be removed
from the graves because salts in the soil meant they were deteriorating. A
screen wall was erected with the names inscribed on it.
Deafness Awareness Training
Last month, John Cowburn, the Diocesan Chaplain to the
Deaf, talked to us about communicating with those for
whom sign language is their first or only language.
We met in the poppy room for a presentation which covered
the history, culture and context of the Deaf community. He
talked about how to interact, pointing out simple things like
making sure you face a deaf person and stay face to face
with them as you talk.
We then went into the church to look at practicalities for our services -speakers
being visible, lit from the front and not in front of light or cluttered backgrounds.
We were shown a few signs but don’t worry as the signing training will be led
by Neil and Helen when they get here so they get what they want from us as
we learn to communicate. Look out for signing events in the summer.
Neil will be Ordained at the Cathedral on 26th June so remember to pray for
him as he prepares for Ordination and note the date to go along and support
him.

Friday 27th May 2016
Raising Money for St John’s Place
Our new Community Centre
in Lower Bemerton.
An evening of fabulous family entertainment!
Hot dogs & refreshments available from 5.00pm
on Bemerton Recreation Ground,
Lower Road SP2 9NW
Tickets £8 or £30 for a family of 4 from
www.stjohnsplace.uk
Contact 07513344378 for further details
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The George Herbert in Bemerton Group

Summer Programme 2016
Music and the Herbert Family
Thursday 12th May at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Church, Lower Road, Bemerton
An illustrated talk by Dr Simon Jackson. Simon is Organist and Director of
Music at Little St Mary’s, Cambridge and lectures at Warwick University. In 2011, he
completed his doctoral research on The Literary and Musical Activities of the Herbert
Family.
Simon writes “George Herbert’s family life, like his poetry, was filled with music”. In this
illustrated talk, he introduces the extended Herbert family, and explains how their music
making influences their verse.
Bookings: 01722 321771

Music and Sweet Poetry
Tuesday 14th June at 7:00pm at St Andrew’s Church, Lower Road, Bemerton
Barry Ferguson is a freelance composer, recitalist and lecturer and was Organist and
Master of Choristers at Rochester Cathedral from 1977 until 1994. A devotee of George
Herbert and Thomas Hardy, he and his wife Sandi live in Shaftesbury but have made a huge
contribution to the George Herbert scene in Lower Bemerton.
In his talk, Barry will give a “lively account of his approach to setting texts by George
Herbert, Richard Crashaw, Henry Vaughan and Gerard Manley Hopkins, illustrated with
recordings and on the piano”.
Bookings: 01722 331236

‘Angels Musick’
Wednesday 10th August at 7.15 pm at St John’s Place, Lower Road, Bemerton
We welcome back the Kingsgate Consort from Winchester, after too long a gap in our
programme. The three viol players will also bring a chamber organ and will play music of
the period.
For the first time, we will be using the new space which was formerly St John’s Church, so
have a particular reason for looking forward to this event.
Car parking is available opposite.
Bookings: 01722 334017

Poetry Discussion Group
Wednesday 28th September 10.00 am to 12 noon at Belvedere House, 64 Lower Road,
Canon James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College in the Cathedral Close, will lead an
informal discussion on one of George Herbert’s poems. Held in a private house, numbers
are limited, so early booking is advised. If you would like to stay on for lunch, bring
sandwiches—drinks will be provided.
Bookings: 01722 410050

We make no charge for our events, but there will be retiring collections for
contributions towards defraying our expenses
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed
about your local Bemerton Heath Surgery.
Volunteers Wanted
Salisbury Medical Practice Open Day –
Celebrating Carers Week
Wednesday 8th June 10am - 1pm
at Fisherton House
Salisbury Medical practice is teaming up
with Carers Support Wiltshire to raise
awareness of unpaid carers and ensure that
those registered within the area receive
appropriate advice, information and
support regarding their caring role.
You do not need to be registered with the
surgery to attend this event.

We are looking for volunteers to
join our friendly team at the
practice.
Various roles are available.
For more information, email
Georgie Smith on
georginasmith1@nhs.net or call
01722 333034
According to the 2011 census, there
are 47,608 people in Wiltshire who
are devoting time and energy to
ensure that someone they know is
looked after.

If you think you are a carer or you are not
sure and want to find out more about this,
we would like to invite you to our Open Day Open 10am - 1pm hosting a variety of
on Wednesday 8th June to celebrate Carers activities and local services.
Week.

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
12th May
Life after Iran
Sandra Simmonds
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curate
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

Linda Carley

01980 652751
320294
333604

326747

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Katey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843

Gardening?
Odd Jobs?
Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
Need a hand with odd jobs?
call Paul on 07840 546 973

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley
servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd

THE WHITE HORSE
QUIDHAMPTON

AT

Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour
slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD
REAL ALES
ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO
THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.
SP2 9AS

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk
01722 744448

