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The well caught Pancake

Need a Venue?
Meetings, Parties etc

Quidhampton
Village Hall
£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter
Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843

Gardening?
Odd Jobs?
Do you need help with your garden
or someone to do it for you?
Need a hand with odd jobs?
call Paul on 07840 546 973

THE WHITE HORSE
QUIDHAMPTON

AT

EVOLUTION
MOTOR COMPANY
36 Middleton Rd,
Salisbury SP2 7AY
Simon Kerley

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD
REAL ALES
ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO
THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.
SP2 9AS

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk
01722 744448

servicing and repairs
all makes of cars,
diagnostics, welding, MOT,
Air Conditioning
tel 01722 325313
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It seems – and is – a long
time since we began to have
heating problems in one
after the other of our church
buildings. Back then, I took functioning heating for granted, never thinking
about how long ago it was all installed or, I have to admit, being as
genuinely appreciative and thankful for warm buildings as I have now
become! We stopped shivering in St Andrew’s in the depths of winter a
while back, when the storage heaters were upgraded and the pew
heaters installed. St Michael’s has taken longer to resolve, with the
underlying problem (of ancient iron pipes embedded in the fabric of the
building beginning to leak) not obvious – no puddles of water or visible
drips anywhere - or what the problem was discovered for some
considerable time. It has been a frustrating and costly saga, but all is
now dealt with, praise God. As for our first heating problem, the cracked
original pipes below the grids in the floor of St John’s, that led to the
building having been unheated ever since, that is now dealt with too, with
the amazing coming into being of St John’s Place.
There are always two ways of looking at problems – two ends of a
telescope we can look through. One is to see them as disasters. The
other as opportunities, stimuli for new things, growth and creative
development. One door shuts and another door opens, as the saying
goes. Or, more saliently, “All things work together for good, for those who
love God” (Romans 8.28). If we are prepared to trust ourselves to Him,
God will and does bring about things we never imagined possible out of
the hard things we face. From our heating problems has come a pulling
together and deeper sense of community as we have worked to raise
money and find solutions for the buildings, both in Lower Bemerton and in
St Michael’s – a connectedness that has a value far above money. We
have prayed together – and been very aware of God’s love and care as
He has responded to our prayerfulness. That increased coming together
in prayer and giving is a great good that has resulted from our need. And
now St Michael’s heating is in good shape for years to come; and St
John’s Place will soon be serving the community 7 days a week instead of
just a few hours as in the past.
So we have lots to be thankful for as we prepare to celebrate the greatest
bringing of good out of evil there has ever been - the reason why we call
the day of Jesus’ crucifixion “Good” Friday. I shudder when I think of the3

cruelty of humankind’s torture of their fellow humans – whether Roman
crucifixion or some of what takes place in the world today. Yet from Jesus’
enduring even that, with trust in God’s ultimate love and power, came
forgiveness and new life for all who will accept it.
Do join us in keeping Holy Week, and in all the joy the hope and peace of
Easter.
Gillian

What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre

Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 8th March
Fish pie with carrots & broccoli followed by trifle.

Coffee & Craft - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday
evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed
fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.
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‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat
Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our
own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be
provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information
Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month.
Tuesday 8th March Coffee & Chat 11am St Michael’s Community Centre
Tuesday 29th March 10.30am Fisherton Mill in Fisherton Street.
More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
Learning to Draw
Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide
you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy
Room on Thursdays from 3pm-5pm There will be a small charge for
any materials used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute
beginners to have fun together and hopefully learn something new.
Telephone 333847 to book a place.
The Music Group meet on Thursdays for half an hour in
St Michael’s at 7.30 to practice ready for Sunday.
Followed by an hour of worship and praise.
Anyone is welcome to join them to learn new songs,
prepare for Sunday and join the worship.
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Mark 1:21-34 Exorcism and Healings
Recently, Simon, Ali, Gillian and I sat and each silently read
through the Gospel of Mark. One of the things that struck me,
apart from the healings, was that there was mention of many
demons, both of which say a lot about Jesus authority.
I remember several people speaking about a particular
current disaster – where was God in all this? You might
remember it too – the ship, on leaving Zeebrugge, hadn’t closed
its sea doors properly, the water poured in on the cars and
people. Quickly the boat began to sink and it must have been
horrific. A man (not crew) took charge giving orders, telling
people what to do. He made his way in the dark down to the
trapped people and there he formed a human bridge holding on
to a ladder and part of the submerged ship, enabling people to
use him as a means of escape. He drowned, assuming
authority and giving his life for others..
So here we have Jesus in Capernaum, a man, not one of the
recognised teachers, speaking in the synagogue. On his own
authority he tells people what God’s will is; how the kingdom is
coming. The usual teachers – priests and scribes, the literate
ones, with in some places Pharisees as well, didn’t teach like
that. They always said ‘as Moses said’, or ‘Rabbi so and so said’.
But Jesus, speaking with a quiet compelling authority, speaks
words of healing. Those who seemed to be possessed,
recognise Jesus and what he’s come to do and so they confront
him.
Jesus came to stop the nightmare, to rescue people, both
nations and individuals. Whoever and whatever challenges
Jesus, he deals with them all with the same gentle but deeply
effective authority. Jesus had joined in the struggle against evil
forces of destruction. He came to be the human bridge across
which people could climb to safety and, of course, he paid with
his own life. The demons shouted at him as he hung on the
cross, challenging and mocking for the last time the validity of
his authority. On the cross, Jesus completed the healing work
he began that day in the synagogue. Jesus, the saviour of the
world, overcame sin and death once and for all time. His victory
over the world has already been claimed.
Susan
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Jo Benson Day Care Centre - Christie Miller Road
The centre opened 46 years ago and are celebrating with a Coffee
Morning on Monday 9th March 10.15 to 11.45.
We celebrate Communion there each month.
As well as celebrating 46 years they are fundraising for £5000 for
refurbishment. Why not pop along to meet staff and enjoy a coffee
for a good cause.

Prayers for St John’s Place
Our regular prayers focussing on the work and future use of
St John’s building will be at Katherine’s house - 5 Boundary
Close, South Wilts Cricket Field
Next meeting 8th March at 7:30.
Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
10th March
The New Breast Cancer Unit Kate Aves
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:
hilaryabird@btinternet.com
April Magazine 15th March
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman
Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the churches.

St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
March 4th Lenten Readings by Maureen contact Linda for venue details
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 6th March
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Andrew’s

Mothering Sunday
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 13th March
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

5th of Lent
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 20th March
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Palm Sunday
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service

Sunday 27th March Easter Day
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

Today He is Risen Alleluia
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 3rd April
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Andrew’s

2nd of Easter
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

Lent Group this year is looking at Marks Gospel
Tuesdays in Lent - March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd
7.30 - 9pm St Andrew’s Church

House Groups
Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.
Meeting on 2nd, 16th & 30th March.
Contact Susan 01980 65275
Other housegroups are taking a break for the Lent Course in St Andrew’s and
will meet again in April.
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Weekday Services
Tue 1st March 10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Maundy Thursday
24th March
Passover Meal
7pm Community Centre
Followed by Watch & Pray Vigil to 11pm in St Michael’s Church
Good Friday
25th March

10 am Walk to Roman Rd Methodists
2 pm Hour by the Cross St Andrews

Weekdays

9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers
Every Friday
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
(not Good Friday)
From the Registers
Baptisms
31st January
Funerals
4th February

Sidney Paul Tapper
Gavin Joseph Humphries
June Rosamund Witt

Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church either very week or occasionally
please ring Ruth Main and she will do her best to find a volunteer
driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
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Money matters
Money is constantly mentioned by Jesus in his parables and teaching,
because then and now the place of money in our lives matters, whether
we have much or little. As individuals and as a church we need money to
pay for necessities and much else but in God’s kingdom our starting point
is that all that we have, including our income and possessions belongs to
God. We can trust Him – and He trusts us to use His provision to do what
He calls us to do ...to love our neighbour, look after ourselves and our
families, the world He created and carry out our mission to make His gift
of life known.
We express that trust by committing ourselves to giving part of our
income to God’s work. It is one of those scary steps of faith on the way to
becoming fully a member of Christ’s household. There are no rules about
how much or where and how we give...all to the local church or some to
other charitable giving... by monthly bank standing order; by cash in
weekly giving envelopes or straight into the collection bag in services. 65
of our church members (29 individuals and 18 couples) gave £32,200
between them in that planned way last year. £5,300 was given as
offerings in weekly services and £18,000 in occasional single donations.
Most who are tax payers sign up for Gift Aid and we also receive tax back
on part of the money given in collections. Last year HMRC returned
£14,000 to us. Some of those now in heaven blessed us financially too,
via dividends of £6500 from investments of money they left to us. Efforts
fundraising produced a record £4300; and with grants, wedding and
funeral fees, baptism/wedding offerings gave a grand total of £86,000
income.
That sounds like riches – and we have much to thank God for in His
provision through all these means. We set aside £5000 of our church
income to support God’s work outside our own activities, giving to
Christian Aid, Morning Star, the Hospice/Children’s Home in South Africa
and various other charities. We paid our parish’s 2015 share of the cost
of clergy pay, housing, training, pensions and diocesan overheads of
£43,600. Other ministry and running costs ... telephone and travel
expenses, insurance, utilities, admin costs including replacing the office
photocopier... came to £26,800. So our ordinary annual expenditure came
to £75,400 altogether. But we spent a further £16,400 on repairs and
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maintenance of buildings, starting to sort out the heating system, leaking
roof and lighting needs in St Michael’s. We withdrew money from past
investments to make up the £6000 shortfall. We may well have to take
more from reserves during the coming year for the continuing work. But I
am looking to God, with hope, that as we each review our giving in the
course of the year, we might find, like the loaves and fishes, God
multiplying our offerings and providing as income for all that He puts into
our hearts and minds to do, to serve Him and the community around us.

Gillian

Annual Parochial Church Meeting - APCM (or Church AGM)
This is the time to review the past year, for everyone to talk about what
we are planning for the year ahead and to elect new members to the
Church Council (PCC) and elect Churchwardens.
In Grapevine this month Bishop Ed talks about the work of
Churchwardens and other involved in the administrative running of the
parishes and even suggests the term “a Charm of Churchwardens”.
Sometimes we hold the meeting as part of a morning service. This year
we are having an evening meal, worship and the meeting.
Church AGM Saturday 23rd April Community Centre 6pm


If you want to vote at the meeting you need to be on the Church
Electoral Role and can apply now if you are not already registered.



If you have a report to present you need to get it to Simon by the end
of March.



If you want to find out more about being on the PCC or becoming a
Churchwarden let Simon know or talk to Hilary, Terri, Linda or Simon or
just come along to the meeting.

Foundation Safeguarding Course
We are all responsible for making sure our Church is a safe place for
everyone so all members are encouraged to become aware of Safeguarding issues.
There is a course on Saturday 9th April fro 10am to 1pm at Church
House. If you are interested let Helen Pessell know and she can book
you a place.
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Morning Star - New Life Centre
There were two men who were walking along a beach,
as they walked they came to a stretch of the beach that
was covered with thousands of starfish, they had been
washed up on the beach and had been left stranded. The
men stood and looked amazed at the sight. One man
started to pick the star fish up and began putting them
back into the water. The other man said “what are you
doing, you can’t save all these starfish, there are too
many to make any difference,” the man carried on
picking up the starfish and putting them into the sea, as
he bent down to pick up another one he stopped and
looked out to see, and said “no, I can’t save all of them, but I can make a
big difference to the ones I put back in the sea”
The New Life centre, is a unique and specialised project. There is nothing
like it in this part of the country. We are not a hostel providing
accommodation for lots of people, until they are offered something more
permanent or decide to move on, but a family unit providing a home and a
unique opportunity for three or four men (on the residential program) to
totally change their lives around from life controlling addictions, crisis,
trauma’s and other related issues. Often the people who come to us, have
tried to get help from other places, but they either haven’t stuck with the
place, or people have given up on them, often they have given up on
themselves.
We will only ever deal with a few people at any one time, because the
New Life Centre is a specialised project set up to provide high quality
support and care and helping people to totally change their lives . Often
this process takes time, patience and hard work, from both the person
receiving the help and the staff who are supporting them. It isn’t a quick
fix, but the results can be amazing producing a new start, changes in
every part of the persons life, It is a life changed forever. As with the man
and the starfish, our vision is to make a big difference to the people who
come to us for help. they are the people that find life and hope for the
future.
Morning Star is one of the Charities we support regularly from our church
giving.
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed
about your local Bemerton Heath Surgery.

Salisbury Leg Club - Tuesdays 9am - 12noon
Fisherton House, Fountain Way
A unique partnership between Salisbury Medical Practice,
Harcourt Medical Centre, and Millstream Medical Centre.
Their patients, friends, family and our local community.
Providing free community-based treatment for those with leg ulcers and
other lower limb problems. Health promotion, education and on-going
care for people of all age groups.
Share experiences and gain peer support in an informal, social
environment. No appointment necessary.

Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800
111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Clarence (to report road/pavement defects) 0800 23 23 23
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curate
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

Linda Carley

01980 652751
320294
333604

326747

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Manager Katey Poolman
0778 346 7393
ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
14 We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

L.R. Weedon
Joinery
Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects
of bespoke
carpentry & joinery work
from kitchen installation to
hand crafted woodwork
102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384
leonweedon@hotmail.com
Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy,
Sports Massage,
Indian Head Massage
With a portable massage couch
and massage chair
I can give massages in the home
or office!
Tel: 07843 198223
e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com
website:
www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage

Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour
slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

