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What Goes on in St Michael’s Community Centre? 
This is Ashley Barker who leads Rugbytots Rugby for 2 - 5 

year olds on Friday mornings 
 

June 2016 
25p 



Salisbury Medical Practice 
Bemerton Heath branch surgery 
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath  
01722 334402 
 

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves 
 

New patients welcome 
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us 
 

 Parking 

 Wheelchair friendly 

 No stairs 

 Pharmacy right next door 

 Male and female doctors 

 Health visitor on site 

 Midwife on site 

 Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks 

 No Worries -  Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients 

 Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register 
 

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award 

You’re Welcome award 

Need a Venue?  
 

 Meetings, Parties etc  
 

Quidhampton  

Village Hall 
 

£6 per hr Summer, £10 per hr Winter 
 

Bookings: Sabine Dawson 742843  

Gardening? Maintenance? 
General DIY Help?       

 

 
 
 
Do you need help with your garden 

or someone to do it for you? 
 

call Paul on 07840 564 973 
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Is it really half way through the year already?   

June, the 6th month of the year, brings us Summer, Father’s Day, the 
Summer Solstice, Wimbledon and celebration 90th Birthday parties for the 
Queen.  

Also in June, in Cathedrals across our Country, Ordination services will be 
taking place. It is now a year since I was priested and this year we are 
welcoming our new Curate Neil and his wife Helen into our community. 

Lately I have been thinking about what makes a really great community?  

Research tells us that people are experiencing social isolation and huge 
inequalities in their communities. There is evidence that investing in 
people through volunteering can reduce inequalities and isolation and 
build stronger more inclusive communities. 

So this month I think we should say a really big HOORAH and thank you 
for volunteers.  There are hundreds of you out there and you are fantastic, 
you really are. It’s not just church related volunteers, I’m talking of 
everyone who out of the goodness of their own heart, not for pay, not for 
status, but for the sake of simple kindness and community pour tea, pick 
up litter, run activities for young and old, give lifts, sit on committees, 
donate to charity, drive to the foodbank, help out at the hospitals, garden 
for others, clean the church, do the flowers, mend broken things, make 
new things, walk a neighbour’s dog, visit the sick, take care of our 
community buildings, tend our churchyards, serve our schools, produce 
our magazine, serve in our café, give advice that is free and wise, who 
when someone says “I need a bit of help”, they say “OK”, and they give it.  

Amazing work!  

And volunteers do all those things with humour and grace and talent. This 
is truly an example of the ‘something for nothing’ culture!  

So three cheers for all Volunteers! 

And perhaps during this month, if you know a great volunteer or you spot 
someone carrying out a random act of kindness – maybe you could say  
‘thank you’.  
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Monday to Friday 
  11am to 2pm 
   St Michael’s   
   Community Centre 

Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day 
 

Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of 
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends. 
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday 

‘Haven'  
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 12.00, at St Michaels Community Centre.  
 

For more information:   
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile  077513 54669  
Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031  

Because they are amazing, and sometimes very tired, and that would be 
such an encouraging and really nice thing to do. 

And if you have ever fancied volunteering there are lots of opportunities 
out there to get involved in that help build our communities and show what 
it is by action to  ‘love our neighbours’.   

Have a great summer and enjoy all those celebrations!  

             Every blessing Ali 

Sudan Fete  Sunday 19th June 1pm in the Bishops Garden 
We need volunteers for the Bemerton Candy Floss stall. Its good fun and 
raises money for the Diocesan support to the Sudan. 
Flossing Volunteers to Susan or Simon Please  

Want to get Exercising? 

    But not in a Gym ?  
 

York Fitness Exercise Bicycle 
 

 Free to a Good Home 

Details from Marion  Dawson  500698 

EU Referendum 
 

CARE (Christian Action, Research 

and Education) have useful infor-

mation, a prayer guide and cases for 

Leave and Remain on their website 
 

www.care.org.uk/eureferendum 
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre 

Coffee & Craft  - In the Coffee & Chat Café every Thursday 

evening 7.30 –9.00 for anyone to drop in for a coffee and relaxed 

fellowship – or to join in with making greetings cards.  

St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club 
 

Every second Tuesday of the month  
 

11.45am—1.30pm  Lunch served at 12.15 noon. 
 

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person 
 

(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church) 
 

Tuesday 14th June 
 

Cottage pie with carrots and broccoli, bread and butter pudding   

Learning to Draw 

Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide 

you through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy 

Room on Thursdays from 2.30pm-5pm There will be a small charge 

for any materials used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute 

beginners to have fun together and hopefully learn something new.  

Telephone 333847 to book a place.  

KNIT and SEW and NATTER 
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat 

Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our 

own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be 

provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome. 

Contact:  Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information  

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings 

Second & Last Tuesdays of the month - 14th & 28th June 

Join us in Coffee & Chat St Michael’s Community Centre from 10.30 am 

More details from Alan Winstanley 333847 
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Thought for the Month Numbers Chapters 22 - 24 

In the middle of the book of Numbers, which is mostly boring lists of 
names and who “beget” who (it was super important to have your 

family mentioned in a written record, however tedious it is for us!) 
there is a fantastic story about a talking donkey! 

In around 1400 BC the Jews had made it across the desert and were 
beginning to settle in the promised land. Balak was one of the kings 
of the surrounding country of Moab, and he was very worried about 

the numbers of migrants gathering on his borders. He called Balaam, 
a local magician, to come and curse the Jews. However, God tells 
Balaam not to go with the Moabite messengers and not to curse 
them, “for they are blessed” (22:12). But the king keeps asking and 
offering bigger rewards, Balaam goes. This is when the donkey is 
turned aside by an angel, and Balaam gets donkey-rage and hits the 
poor beast. So the donkey starts speaking to him (!) and says - 

“have I ever done this before? Think about what’s going on here!” 
and then Balaam’s eyes are opened and he sees the angel too, and 
falls down afraid. The story goes on with Balaam being unable to 
curse the Jews but only bless them. 

So what’s going on here?!  

First we must understand that Balaam sees the world as a pagan, 

and his relationship with God reflects this. In the Pagan worldview, 
God is not completely in control. Rather, He and all gods are to be 
viewed as subject to fate, magic, and the influence of the world 
around them, so that God, or the many gods, may be beaten in a 
confrontation if the circumstances are right. Perhaps Balaam may 
use magic, or perhaps he may outsmart the gods, but he believes 
they can be beaten. So to Balaam God is fickle and like other Gods - 

first he says don’t go then he says he can, he threatens to kill him 
but doesn’t carry it out. Balaam assumes he may escape from God, 
that God is not all powerful, and that eventually he may outsmart 
God, and successfully curse the Jews. 

However, God wishes to inform Balaam (and us) that the world is not 
this way, and that in fact, He has not contradicted Himself. God tells 
Balaam not to go, but also allows him the free will to make his own 

decision. This is misunderstood by Balaam as a sort of victory in his 
contest against God. Somehow, he has fooled God into thinking he 
will not curse the Jews. So God allows the donkey to act with more 
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***Magazine Articles***  

There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check 

sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:  

hilaryabird@btinternet.com    July Magazine - 15th June 

insight then Balaam. There is a dangerous angel in the road, but 

Balaam is oblivious to it. God grants the donkey the ability to see the 
angel in order to mock Balaam. “You think you can outsmart me? 
You are not even as smart as your donkey!”  

How often do we see others or ourselves as trying to “take on” God, 
and make him do what we want? Sometimes we need to be 
reminded that “Lord” and “God” mean that recognise that he is in 
charge, in total control of everything. Otherwise we may be made a 

fool of by a donkey (or worse!). 

To Celebrate 
The Queen’s Birthday 

  

AN EVENING OF 
ROYAL ELEGANCE 

  

7.30PM  SATURDAY 
11TH JUNE 2016 

 
ST MICHAEL’S  
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 

Sash for the ladies,  
3 course meal served at your table 

Surprise Entertainment 
Tickets £10.00 from Susan Drewett 01980 652751 
Rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com or in church. 

Book to reserve your seat. 
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St Andrew’s 

& 

St Michael’s 

Sunday by Sunday  
 

Sunday 5th June       2nd After Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 6 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 
 

Sunday 12th June       3rd After Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 
  

Sunday 19th June       4th After Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Informal Service 
           

Sunday 26th June       5th After Trinity  

 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Family Communion 

 10.30 am  Cathedral   Neil’s Ordination 
 

Sunday 3rd July       6th After Trinity  
 8 am    St Andrew’s   Communion (BCP) 

 10.30 am   St Michael’s  Fun Church !! 

 6 pm   St Andrew’s  Evensong with Hymns 

 

Weekday Services 
 

Weekdays  9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s 

  10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers  

Every Friday  10 am St Andrew’s  Communion (BCP) 
 

Tue 7th June 10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre   Communion 

  11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home  Communion 

  1.30pm Hedley Davis Court     Communion 

Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion 
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Prayer & Praise - with the Music group 

Every Thursday from 7.30 - 9pm in St Michaels 

Half an hour to practice ready for Sunday followed by an 

hour of worship and praise.  

All are welcome to learn new songs, prepare for Sunday and 

join the worship.  

From the Registers 
  

Baptism 

1st May  Ivy Cynthia Cartwright-Austen 

A  “hello” from Neil 
Hi, everyone! My name is Neil Robinson, a profoundly deaf guy who is 
happily married to Helen. She's also profoundly deaf. We have been 
married for nearly 11 years and having a grown-up stepson who is 
hearing. I'm a new Assistant Curate for the parish of Bemerton. A role of 
Chaplain with Deaf People will be inserted into my curacy on a diocese-
wide.  Although I'm a BSL user, I take pride in being able to live in both 
hearing and deaf worlds. 

I enjoy meeting new people, especially deaf people in the USA! My 
favourite hobbies are reading all sorts of theological books, especially 
deaf history, visiting historical places of interest and playing games of 
pool. 

My ambition for the future is to either writing a book or to become 
something worthy of recognition. I'm really looking forward to meeting you 
in the parish and settling down in my new role as clergy. It is worth noting 
that I'll be accompanied by a Sign Language Interpreter while I'm around 
in the parish. 

Look out for me in my clerical shirt when Helen and I are gonna move to 
Bemerton Heath this June!          Neil 

St Michael's Angels 

Meetings First Friday of the Month  7.30 pm 

June 3rd  Walk to Harnham 

July 1st  Meal at Barford 

Contact Linda Carley for more details    326747 

St John’s Place is OPEN!!!!  The building is wonderful 
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This is the first in 2016 of the series of Remembrance of those men 
from the parish who died 100 years ago in the First World War. 
 

Arthur Frank Whatley 1894 – 1916 
Royal Navy Able Seaman HMS Indefatigable 

Able Seaman Arthur Whatley died when battle cruiser Indefatigable sank 
during the Battle of Jutland on 31 May 1916.  He was 21 years old.  

Little is known about Arthur Whatley’s background and no living relatives have 
been traced.   

His father, Frank Whatley, came from a family of farm workers in Dinton.  His 
mother’s father, Henry Case, was a shepherd.    

Frank and Clara Case met when she was a maid at the Chorister’s School, 
Cathedral Close.  He had left Dinton and was a general labourer lodging in 
Railway Terrace, (now Station Terrace) Fisherton Anger, the area around St 
Paul’s.  

They married in 1893 and Arthur was born in October 1894.  Sadly Clara died 
of pneumonia and exhaustion when Arthur was four and they were living at the 
eastern end of Devizes Road. 

It appears that Frank was not able to look after his son on his own for the 1901 
census shows Arthur, then six, living with their Devizes Road neighbours: 
Samuel and Ellen Poole.  Frank was a visitor with the Webb family at 2 Mill 
Cottage, Churchfields.   

Arthur was described as the adopted son of the Pooles but it was not a formal 
adoption.  His naval record gives his parents as Frank and Clara Whatley.  (A 
dead parent was sometimes named).   

Arthur was awarded a scholarship to Bishop Wordsworth’s School in 1907 by 
the Rose and Harrison charity of Amesbury.  He had been at Amesbury 
elementary school and was a chorister at St. Mary & St. Melor church.  Nothing 
is known about where he lived in Amesbury nor while he was at Bishops 
School.   

He left school in 1909 to be a clerk but later became a shop assistant and in 
1910, just before his 16th birthday, he joined the Royal Navy.  At that time many 
men were attracted to the armed services because they were guaranteed three 
meals a day, decent clothing and security of employment.  Arthur grew two 
inches and his chest measurement increased by more than four inches in his 
first two years. 

In 1912 Arthur began service on the newly completed HMS Indefatigable, the 
lead battleship of her class.  On his 18th birthday he was promoted to ‘ordinary 
seaman’ (no longer a boy) and signed on for twelve years.    His character was 
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Bemerton Flower Arrangers 

Chairman Doreen Till   501538 

Meetings 7.30 pm  2nd  Wednesday of every month.  

St Gregory’s Church Hall,  St Gregory’s Ave 

always described as “very good” and his ability satisfactory or superior.  In 
March 1914 he was promoted to Able Seaman. 

When war was declared Indefatigable was in the Mediterranean and was part 
of the first British attack on the Dardanelles.   After a refit in Malta in February 
1915 she sailed for England and spent an uneventful year patrolling the North 
Sea, such a contrast to the warmth and exotic sights of the Mediterranean. 

In 1916 the German naval commander planned to trap some of the British 
Fleet.  British intelligence uncovered his plans and the two fleets met on 31 
May at The Battle of Jutland, two hundred and fifty ships confronting each 
other in the North Sea.  High explosive shells ripped into thick armour plating, 
smoke billowed over 1000 feet into the sky, and ships exploded and sank.  
Current opinion is that there were faults in the storage and transportation of 
magazine charges to the guns which led to explosions when the battleships 
were hit, hits that they had been expected to withstand. 

Arthur Whatley’s battle and his life ended quickly.  Indefatigable was the first 
ship to be hit, at about 16.00.  She began listing but was hit again a couple of 
minutes later and exploded, sinking immediately.  Two men survived from a 
crew of 1017.   

The result of that day’s fighting is still contested.  The British Fleet lost more 
men (6077 to 2551) and battleships (14 to 11) but the German Fleet retreated 
under cover of darkness and stayed at home for the rest of the war. 

Wreaths will be laid at the site of the battle on 31 May this year and there will 
be a service in Britain’s most northerly cathedral in Kirkwall, Orkney.  
Commemoration ceremonies will also be held in Germany. 

Arthur Whatley is commemorated on panel 12 of the Plymouth Naval memorial 
and on the Amesbury War Memorial as well as at St John’s.  His name also 
appears on the roll of honour at Bishop Wordsworth’s School and in the Book 
of Remembrance at St Thomas’s church. 

It is not clear why Arthur’s name is on the St John’s memorial but the link might 
be Samuel and Ellen Poole.  Samuel’s brother lived in Eastleigh and had a 16 
year old boarder from Bemerton.  And by 1911 Samuel and Ellen lived at the 
western end of Devizes Road so may have attended St John’s.  It seems 
probable that they kept their affection for the lad they had described as their 
‘adopted son’ and asked for his name to be included.   
 

Research and writing by Bea Tilbrook and Wendy Lawrence 
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House Groups  
  

Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 7.30pm, contact Shirley for venue. 
Meeting on 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th June.  Contact Shirley 320355.  
  

Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm. 
Meeting on 28th June.      Contact Laurence 556530.  
  

Susan’s - Some Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd.  
Meeting on 1st and 15th June.    Contact Susan  01980 65275 
  

Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm.  
Next meeting 9th June at 41 Australian Avenue     Contact Maureen 333847 

Church Flower Rotas  

St Andrew’s   Mrs June Hatcher    501723 

St Michael’s  Mrs Jenny Thomas    320294 

Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the church. 

 The George Herbert in Bemerton Group 

   Summer Programme 2016 
Music and Sweet Poetry  
Tuesday 14th June at 7:00pm at St Andrew’s Church, Lower Road, Bemerton  
Barry Ferguson is a freelance composer, recitalist and lecturer and was 
Organist and Master of Choristers at Rochester Cathedral from 1977 until 
1994. A devotee of George Herbert and Thomas Hardy, he and his wife Sandi live in 
Shaftesbury but have made a huge contribution to the George Herbert scene in Lower 
Bemerton.  
In his talk, Barry will give a “lively account of his approach to setting texts by George 
Herbert, Richard Crashaw, Henry Vaughan and Gerard Manley Hopkins, illustrated with 
recordings and on the piano”.       Bookings: 01722 331236  
 
‘Angels Musick’  
Wednesday 10th August at 7.15 pm at St John’s Place, Lower Road, Bemerton  
We welcome back the Kingsgate Consort from Winchester, after too long a gap in our 
programme. The three viol players will also bring a chamber organ and will play music of 
the period. Bookings: 01722 334017  
 
Poetry Discussion Group  
Wednesday 28th September 10.00 am to 12 noon at Belvedere House, 64 Lower Road,  
Canon James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College in the Cathedral Close, will lead an 
informal discussion on one of George Herbert’s poems.  Bookings: 01722 410050  
 
We make no charge for our events, but there will be retiring collections for contributions 
towards defraying our expenses  
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Useful Numbers 

Emergency Gas number 0800 111999 

Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601  

Police (non emergency) 101 

NHS Health Enquiries 111 

Samaritans 01722 323555 

Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775 

Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

  

Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take  
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed about  

your local Bemerton Heath Surgery. 

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild 

2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall 

12th May  Life after Iran   Sandra Simmonds 

further details from the Secretary  Mrs Chris Walley   331275 

               Safety in Summer. 
Hay fever affects around 20% of people in the UK. It’s difficult to completely avoid 
pollen, however, reducing exposure to it should ease your symptoms. Rubbing a small 
amount of Vaseline inside your lower nostrils can help prevent pollen from entering 
your nasal passages. 
 

If possible, stay indoors when the pollen count is high (over 50). Follow these tips to help 
reduce your exposure to pollen: 

Keep windows and doors shut in your house – if it gets too warm draw your curtains to 
keep out the sun and lower the temperature 

Don’t keep fresh flowers in the house 
Vacuum regularly 
Damp dust regularly 
Don’t smoke or let other people smoke in your house – it makes any symptoms worse 
If possible, avoid drying clothes outside 
If you have pets that go outside, wash them regularly to remove pollen from fur 

 

If you need to go outside or you’re travelling, the tips below may help to reduce your 
exposure to pollen:  

Avoid cutting grass, playing or walking grassy areas 
Wear sunglasses to help stop pollen getting into your eyes 
Take a shower and change your clothes after being outdoors 
Keep car windows closed 

mailto:salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector 
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off  Saturday) 

revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk     333750 

 
 

Associate Priest 

Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday) 

rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com        01980 652751 
 

Assistant Curate 

Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday) 

alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com        07847952868 

 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) 

Mrs Gillian Newton 

gillian.newton@ntlworld.com          505692 
 

Parish Administrator 

Keren Mercer  bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk     328031 
 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

Revd Susan Drewett  (Team Leader)       01980 652751 

Geoffrey Herbert   324466   Jenny Thomas   320294   

Denise Wells    322783   Helen Pessell   333604 

Debbie Ford    332457 
 

Church Wardens  

St Michael’s 

Terri Seaton     501214   Laurence Newton  07969816999 
   

St Andrew’s & St John’s 

Hilary Bird    333839 
 

Treasurer 
Gillian Newton   505692 
 

St Michael’s Community Centre  
Manager  Katey Poolman            0778 346 7393  

ccm.st.mikes@gmail.com  

  To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.  

Answerphone messages will get a reply. 
 

St. Michael's Rectory,  St. Michael's Rd,  Salisbury, SP2 9LE 
 

We Love Bemerton     www.bemertonparish.org.uk 



L.R. Weedon 
Joinery 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 
 

Specialising in all aspects  

of  bespoke  

carpentry & joinery work  

from kitchen installation to  

hand crafted woodwork 
 

102 The Hollows 

Wilton 

SP2 0JE              01722 743939 

            07970407384 
 

leonweedon@hotmail.com 

Bemerton St John School 

Lower Rd 

 

Large school hall  

available for hire 

Weekends and evenings 
 

 With chairs, tables,  

access to kitchen 
 

 £12 per hour  
 

slight extra cost for use of  

Cooking facilities 

 

To book a one off party or regular 

activity contact the school on 

322848. 

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip,  
 

 
 

 

Tel: 07843 198223 

e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com 

 

website:  

www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage 

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy, 

Sports Massage, 

Indian Head Massage 
 

With a portable massage couch  

and massage chair  

I can give massages in the home 

or office! 

THE WHITE HORSE AT  

QUIDHAMPTON 

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD 
REAL ALES  

ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN 
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO 

 

THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.  
SP2 9AS 

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk   
01722 744448 

mailto:angwinstanley@googlemail.com


EVOLUTION  

MOTOR COMPANY  
 

36 Middleton Rd,  

Salisbury SP2 7AY 

 

Simon Kerley  

 

servicing and repairs  

all makes of cars,  

diagnostics, welding, MOT, 

Air Conditioning 

 

tel 01722 325313 


