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I've just come back from a retreat. Some time away from emails and
phone calls, from meals to prepare and laundry to do, to find some peace
and quiet just for me to be still and receive. Christians have been
spending time “retreating from the world” since the beginning. Jesus
himself withdrew for times alone with his heavenly Father. There was a
time when perhaps it was seen as something just for clergy, or people in
special need or crisis, but nowadays TV programmes like "the
Monastery", and the popularity of meditation and mindfulness, have
opened people's eyes to the benefits of taking some time out from the
bustle of the world. So I went to a place called Crowhurst, in Sussex,
where I used to work 25 years ago. Its the oldest home of Christian
Healing in the world, founded by the Church of England in 1908. Its not
just about healing though, its about meeting with God. There are some 20
ensuite rooms, 2 services a day with worship and teaching, lovely meals,
and beautiful countryside, and most of all space apart to let God break in
and speak to you. It is a place soaked with prayer and there are over 200
people praying for the guests that they will find God's peace and presence
during their stay. If you've never felt or experienced God (and there are
plenty of Christians who haven't) then I urge you to find time and go to
Crowhurst. They do short breaks of a day or two, taster breaks, as well as
teaching weeks. Its the only retreat house I know with a railway station at
the end of the garden, on the mainline from Waterloo as well, so don't let
transport be an issue! Of course its not the only retreat house and you
may not be able to afford the time, but it may be one way that you can
deepen your prayer life, re-ignite your faith, get deeper with God, and
know more fulfilment in your life.
The PCC have declared that our church should do what Jesus said was
the most important things - to love God and love our neighbour. Lets
spend more time with the God we love, because he first loved us.
Simon
Bemerton Parish transport Scheme
If you need a lift to Church either very week or occasionally
please ring Ruth Main and she will do her best to find a volunteer
driver to provide transport.
Call Ruth on 01722 679334 / Mobile 07751354667
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What’s On in St Michael’s Community Centre

Monday to Friday
11am to 2pm
St Michael’s
Community Centre
Meeting for Prayers 10.30 to 10.45 each day
Featuring - Tea & Coffee, Cakes & Biscuits, Soup & a Roll and of
course space to relax, chat and meet your friends.
Home to The Listening Place every Tuesday
CLOSED 24th December to 4th January
St Michael’s Senior Lunch Club
Every second Tuesday of the month
11.45am—1.30pm

Lunch served at 12.15 noon.

Freshly cooked on the premises £3.70 per person
(Community Centre Hall behind St Michael’s Church)
Tuesday 8th December
Christmas Special
Turkey & stuffing, pigs in blankets, Yorkshire pudding, roast &
new potato, brussels sprouts, carrots and peas, new pots.
Christmas pudding or gateaux

‘Haven'
Every Thursday from 10.30 - 11.30, at St Michaels Community Centre.
We will aim to provide a space where people can safely explore issues around
faith, spirituality and mental well-being, a space where any story can be told
and any question asked without fear of judgement or rejection. A place we will
call our “‘Haven’ on the Heath”.
For more information:
Ruth Main 01722 334995 or mobile 077513 54669
4Rev Ali Bridewell 0784 7952868 or parish office 01722 328031

Coffee & Craft
- no meetings in December see you on 7th January
Would you like to learn to draw?
Would you like to learn to draw and paint? Alan Winstanley will guide you
through some basic techniques at the Community Centre Poppy Room on
Thursdays from 3pm-5pm There will be a small charge for any materials
used, no experience necessary, this is for absolute beginners to have fun
together and hopefully learn something new.
Telephone 333847 to book a place.

Saturday Breakfast - this month will be on December 12th

KNIT and SEW and NATTER
On the 1st Friday of each month 11am - 12noon in the Coffee & Chat
Café. Bring your own knitting or sewing or knit for charities or our
own Christmas Bazaar. Some wool, patterns and needles can be
provided. Beginners or experienced - all welcome.
Contact: Susan Drewett 01980 652751 for further information

Prayers for St John’s Place
Our regular prayers focussing on the work and future use of
St John’s building are in St Andrew’s.
Next meeting 8th December at 7:30.
Bemerton Players bring you

Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves

Thursday 3rd December 7.30pm
Friday 4th December 7.30pm
Saturday 5th December 2pm and 7pm

St Michael’s Community Centre
Tickets from Sandie Scott (07940592930) or online
www.bemertonplayers.co.uk
Adult £7
Concessions & Children £5
Group - 2 adults & 2 children £22
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Thought for the Month:
John 1 vs 14
‘The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us’ John 1:14
Suffering refugees and the nativity story.
How has your Journey through advent been so far?
As we head towards Christmas perhaps you are exhausted, or feeling lost,
grumpy and overwhelmed. Maybe things have been too busy and you are
looking forward to some time to stop and relax. Maybe the year has been so
difficult that you will be glad to get Christmas over and to move on.
With the recent news coverage of the refugee crisis I have been reflecting on
what it must be like for people to be displaced from their homes, fleeing for
safety. As survivors stumble along railway tracks to be fire-hosed at border
crossing points, and women give birth on international railway stations,
perhaps we may wonder what kind of world we are bringing these children
into?
Jesus's family were also asylum seekers. Jesus was born to an unmarried
mother, with all the cultural and social pressures you can imagine.
The pregnant Mary had to travel a long distance on the most uncomfortable
form of transport available, a donkey! Mary and Joseph were forced to flee as
refugees seeking asylum in Egypt, as Herod oversaw the slaughter of innocent
babies in an attempt to ensure that the Christ-child was killed.
On that first Christmas, over 2000 years ago, God came to earth in Jesus
Christ. A diverse group of people felt called to gather to witness the birth of the
Christ child. Shepherds, angels and the wise men shared in that experience,
their lives were changed by it.
But I wonder if the Christmas story has become so familiar, that we can lose
our sense of awe and wonder, and become a bit de-sensitised to what really
happened?
Are we removed from the reality and rawness of this incredible birth and do we
settle for a sentimental portrayal of a scene from a Christmas card. In doing so,
perhaps we might be missing something really special.
That night God entered into human history, and revealed himself in a close,
personal and tangible way. God is not aloof from humanity. He is passionately
concerned with us, and loves us so much, that he took the initiative to come to
us.
The word became flesh, born to teenagers, in a time of political and social
unrest. Babies are born all over the world in war zones, into poverty, into
inadequate homes. Babies are born to young and to old parents, good and not
so good parents.
6Jesus was God’s son, he could have been born in a palace, to the richest and

best equipped parents.
But God had another plan, one which meant Jesus was born to the lowly, poor
and down trodden. God chose Mary and Joseph because they were faithful.
When God chose to become flesh, he chose a stable with all its sparseness,
muck, filth and simplicity; the maker of earth and heaven chose this humble
way of taking human flesh. Mary laboured amongst the dirt and the mess, this
is what the incarnation is all about.
The sacred and holy moments of life are somehow the most raw, the most
human moments. Not neat and tidy, but messy and chaotic.
Our language cannot adequately describe what happened that night. No
painting, poetry or music will give a sense of what took place during those
precious, holy and sacred moments.
A story that continues to draw people together offers the potential to change
and transform lives and our world, even today.
So look again, recognise him and receive him.
In the darkness there is light, in the midst of pain or joy and in the chaos, mess
and complexity of life, he will be found.
Because “The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”.

Fun and Fundraising
Sunday Cake Stalls in September & October raised £239.50.
The first Christmas Fair raised over £500.

Get your voices warmed up with the

Christmas Meal with Carols (and a raffle)
St Michael’s Community Centre
Saturday 12th December

7pm

Three course Christmas Meal
£10 per person - tickets from Susan
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After several months we return to our series of Remembrance of
those men from the parish who died 100 years ago in the First
World War.
Charles Henry Payne 1894 – 1915
Private 1st / 4th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment
Private Charles Payne, aged 21, died of wounds on 22
November 1915 in Mesopotamia, present day Iraq. He
was the third man from Quidhampton to be killed in the
war and is commemorated on the Basra memorial.
Charles Payne joined the Territorial Force in August 1914,
sailing for India on 8 October with the 1st /4th Wiltshire
Battalion. The diaries of Sgt Fred Mundy, published by the
Rifles Museum, give a vivid account of the journey to
India, which must have been a strange and wondrous
experience for most of the men who had probably not
travelled far outside Wiltshire before.
Two months training on Salisbury Plain consisted of long marches,
unseasonably cold heavy rain and scant rations. Then came the excitement of
leaving Southampton to the sound of cheers and bands playing, and sailing to
Bombay on the Kenilworth Castle, one of eleven passenger liners in the
convoy. The officers were in first and second class saloons and the rank and
file slept in hammocks.
The 1st/4th Wilts Battalion reached Bombay a month after they left
Southampton and there received their first letters from home. The men had
not walked on land for a month so were exhausted and soaked in sweat after
unloading and marching one and a half miles to the railway station.
The first part of the three day train journey north was through “swampy land…
plenty of rice and maize growing”. The rest was “a sameness” of “rough
uncultivated ground.”
At Delhi two of the battalion’s companies took over guard duties while the
others went to Kingsway camp. Disappointed to be in tents, not barracks, they
soon found it better than camping on Salisbury Plain, though very dusty.
Electricity was provided and there were wash houses with running water,
facilities not available in Quidhampton at the time. Everyone had a kit box and
a rope bed with a hair stuffed mattress that was “very comfortable indeed”. In
addition “we all thought ourselves very lucky to get native bearers to come and
do all we wanted and very cheaply too.” Barbers would even shave the men
while they were still in bed. “The bearers did everything for us and all we had
to do was to get on parade”.
8

Training in earnest soon began, however, and the weather got hotter. In
January 1915 the Kingsway Camp companies took over guard duties in Delhi,
then returned to camp in February for more serious training.
When the call came in May for volunteers to join the Dorset Regiment on
active service in the Persian Gulf. Charles Payne volunteered, perhaps to get
away from disease, heat and monotony, and arrived in Mesopotamia on 25
May.
The 2nd Battalion Dorset Regiment had been in Turkey and Mesopotamia
since November when war had been declared on the Ottoman Empire.
Swamps and deserts surrounded the area of conflict and the Dorsets lost 25%
of their fighting strength before Basra was occupied.
After some months orders came to advance to the strategically important town
of Kut. A further advance to Baghdad failed and a retreat began on 24
November after the battle of Ctesiphon.
Medical care was scarce and Private Charles Payne died of wounds on 22
November. He is remembered on the Basra Memorial with more than 40,500
members of the Commonwealth forces who died there and have no known
grave. In 1997, because of the sensitivity of the site (a naval dockyard) the
memorial was moved. The CWGC is not able to maintain any memorials in Iraq
at this time and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office should be consulted
before planning to travel there.
Family background
Charles came from a family of agricultural labourers. His grandfather moved to
Quidhampton and lived in Nadder Lane. Charles’s father, James, became a
dairyman and married Phoebe Lodge from a Salisbury shoemaking family.
They had nine children, Charles being the oldest. Both his father’s and his
grandfather’s families appeared on Lady Pembroke’s Christmas charity list at
this time.
Charles was first a cowman but joined the railways when he was 18 as an
engine cleaner, soon promoted to third fireman. His employment record states
he left in August 1914 ‘to join the colours.’
In 1910 Charles’s sister, Winifred, slipped off a bridge in Quidhampton Folly
(Boyes Wood) and drowned while picking snowdrops after school.
His brothers were too young to serve in the war and the family moved to
Hampshire before the war ended. His father’s siblings stayed here and some
of their descendants probably still live locally.

Saturday December 19th
Come along for Carol Singing and other Festive Cheer
Quidhampton Village Hall 4pm
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St Andrew’s
&
St Michael’s
Sunday by Sunday
Sunday 6th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Andrew’s

2nd of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Advent Evensong with Hymns

Sunday 13th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

3rd of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 20th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
6 pm
St Michael’s

4th of Advent
Communion (BCP)
Informal Service
Carol Service

Sunday 27th December
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s

1st of Christmas
Communion (BCP)
Family Communion

Sunday 3rd January
8 am
St Andrew’s
10.30 am
St Michael’s
4 pm
St Andrew’s

Epiphany
Communion (BCP)
Fun Church !!
Evensong with Hymns

House Groups
Shirley’s - every Monday in term time at 31 Stanley Little Rd at 7.30pm.
Meeting on 7th & 14th December.
Contact Shirley 320355.
Laurence’s - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 2 Woodside Rd at 7.30 pm.
Meeting on 8th & 22nd December.
Contact Laurence 556530.
Susan’s - Alternate Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm at 96 Heath Rd. Meeting on
9th December.
Contact Susan 01980 65275
Maureen’s - Meets monthly on a Thursday 7.30pm. Next meeting 12th
November at 104 Queen Alexandra Rd
Contact Maureen 333847
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Weekday Services
Tue 1st December 10.45am Jo Benson Day Centre
Communion
11.40am Bemerton Lodge Care Home
Communion
1.30pm Hedley Davis Court
Communion
Visitors are Welcome at the Hedley Davis Court Communion
Carols at the White Horse Quidhampton
Tuesday 15th December 7 pm
Carols in the Café - St Michael’s Coffee & Chat
Monday 21st December 11 am – 12 noon
Carols in Gainsborough Close
Monday 21st December 3.30 - 4.30 pm
Christmas Eve
Nativity Service St Michael’s 4 - 5 pm
Carol Service St Andrew’s 6 - 7 pm
Midnight Communion St Michael’s 11.30
pm
Christmas Day
Communion St Andrew’s 8 am
Family Communion St Michael’s 10.30 am
Weekdays
Every Friday

9.00 - 9.15 am Morning Prayer St Michael’s
10.30 - 10.45 am Coffee & Chat Prayers
10 am St Andrew’s
Communion (BCP)
From the Registers

Baptisms
8th November
15th November

Wilfred Anthony Parker
Flora Emily Parker
Lois Nicole Slatter

Funerals
27th October

George Ernest Jarvis Firstbrook
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Ethical Banking Comes to the Community
Wiltshire Savings and Loans (WS&L), - the Credit Union in Wiltshire is
moving to St Michael’s Community Centre this month.
As a practical response to payday loans and high interest rates credit unions
are not-for-profit cooperatives run by the members for the benefit of the
members and the community. WS&L has 700 members and assets of more
than £500,000. Run by local volunteers, its main aim is the financial wellbeing
of the community.
Offering a better return on your savings than some banks, last year they paid a
dividend of 1.5%. You have the assurance that your savings will be used to
support others in the community. The return comes from these savings being
loaned to others in the community at competitive rates of interest so that
everybody wins.
The church nationally is supporting the setting up of Credit Unions and in
Salisbury there has been partnering between WS&L and local churches from
the start.
Whether you are looking for a loan or for a better home for your savings come
and talk to us. For branches and opening times or to find out more about the
WS&L visit the website: www.wiltshiresavingsandloans.org.uk .

Men's Tuesday Coffee Mornings
Second & Last Tuesdays of the month.
Tuesday 8th December Coffee & Chat 11am St Michael’s Community Centre
Tuesday 29th December 10.30am Fisherton Mill in Fisherton Street.
More details from Alan Winstanley 333847
Bemerton Flower Arrangers
Chairman
Doreen Till 501538
Meetings 7.30 pm 2nd Wednesday of every month.
St Gregory’s Church Hall, St Gregory’s Ave
Church Flower Rotas
St Andrew’s
Mrs June Hatcher
501723
St Michael’s
Mrs Jenny Thomas
320294
Let June or Jenny know if you want to take a turn at decorating the churches.

St Michael's Angels
Meetings First Friday of the Month 7.30 pm
December 4th
Craft Evening
Contact Linda Carley for more details
326747
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Salisbury Medical Practice would like to take
this opportunity to keep the parish residents informed
about your local Bemerton Heath Surgery.

Salisbury Leg Club
A unique partnership between Salisbury Medical
Practice, Harcourt Medical Centre, and Millstream
Medical Centre. Their patients, friends, family and
our local community.
Providing free community-based treatment for
those with lower limb problems, health promotion,
education and on-going care for people of all age
groups.
Share experiences and gain peer support in an
informal, social environment. No appointment
necessary.

Volunteers Wanted
We are looking for friendly volunteers
to help with the running of the
Salisbury Leg Club.
We are also looking for someone who
can lead a walking group.
For more information, contact Stephanie Coady on 01722 333034 or email
Stephanie.coady@nhs.net

Launching in January 2016 - Fisherton House,
Fountain Way, Wylye Room.

Bemerton Townswomen’s Guild
2nd Thursday of the month 7.15 pm Roman Rd Methodist Church Hall
3rd December
Christmas Meeting
further details from the Secretary Mrs Chris Walley
331275
***Magazine Articles***
There is a coloured wallet on the Notice Board in St Michael’s which I check
sometime around the 15th of each month or send me items by email:
hilaryabird@btinternet.com
January Magazine 15th December
Useful Numbers
Emergency Gas number 0800 111999
Fire & Rescue (non emergency) 01380 732601
Police (non emergency) 101
NHS Health Enquiries 111
Samaritans 01722 323555
Clarence (to report road/pavement defects) 0800 23 23 23
Citizens Advice Bureau 08443752775
Neighbourhood Policing team salisburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Rector
Revd Simon Woodley (Day off Saturday)
revwoodley@yahoo.co.uk
333750
Associate Priest
Revd Susan Drewett (Day off Monday)
rev.susandrewett@btinternet.com

01980 652751

Assistant Curate
Revd Ali Bridewell (Day off Saturday)
alison.bridewell@ntlworld.com

07847952868

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)
Mrs Gillian Newton
gillian.newton@ntlworld.com

505692

Parish Administrator
Keren Mercer
bemerton.parish@yahoo.co.uk

328031

Lay Pastoral Assistants
Revd Susan Drewett (Team Leader)
Geoffrey Herbert
324466
Denise Wells
322783
Debbie Ford
332457
Church Wardens
St Michael’s
Terri Seaton

501214

Jenny Thomas
Helen Pessell

Linda Carley

01980 652751
320294
333604

326747

St Andrew’s & St John’s
Hilary Bird
333839
Treasurer
Gillian Newton

505692

St Michael’s Community Centre
Simon Bower
07762136992
stmikescommunitycentre@gmail.com
To arrange Baptisms, weddings etc contact the Rector.
Answerphone messages will get a reply.
St. Michael's Rectory, St. Michael's Rd, Salisbury, SP2 9LE
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We Love Bemerton

www.bemertonparish.org.uk

Salisbury Medical Practice
Bemerton Heath branch surgery
Pembroke Road, Bemerton Heath
01722 334402

A friendly surgery in the heart of the community it serves
New patients welcome
Drop in for your new patient pack and to find out more about us











Parking
Wheelchair friendly
No stairs
Pharmacy right next door
Male and female doctors
Health visitor on site
Midwife on site
Asthma, diabetes, COPD and heart clinics, health checks
No Worries - Sexual health support to young people – even if not our patients
Carer friendly – if you are a carer let us know when you register

Wiltshire Investors in Carers silver award
You’re Welcome award

L.R. Weedon
Joinery

Angela Winstanley ITEC Dip, ISPA Dip, MIFPA

Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in all aspects
of bespoke
carpentry & joinery work
from kitchen installation to
hand crafted woodwork
102 The Hollows
Wilton
SP2 0JE
01722 743939
07970407384

Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy,
Sports Massage,
Indian Head Massage
With a portable massage couch
and massage chair
I can give massages in the home
or office!
Tel: 07843 198223
e-mail: angwinstanley@googlemail.com
website:
www.angwinstanley.wix.com/winstanleymassage

leonweedon@hotmail.com

THE WHITE HORSE
QUIDHAMPTON

AT

Bemerton St John School
Lower Rd
Large school hall
available for hire
Weekends and evenings
With chairs, tables,
access to kitchen
£12 per hour

TRADITIONAL & HOME COOKED FOOD
REAL ALES
ENCLOSED BEER GARDEN
DECKED SEATING AREA & COVERED PATIO
THE WHITE HORSE, LOWER ROAD, QUIDHAMPTON.
SP2 9AS

www.whitehorsequidhampton.co.uk
01722 744448

slight extra cost for use of
Cooking facilities

To book a one off party or regular
activity contact the school on
322848.

